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CHARLES EKINS, ESQ. 

REAR ACftrntAL OF THE BBD SQUAmOIt,* 
c. B. — K. w. N. te. He. &c. 



My dear Sir, 

The limitt of good breeding are 
trespassed, in thus venturing, without 
permission, to couple yOur name with 
this small public offering. I have erred 
through a well-grounded apprehension 
that your modesty might deny me the 
advantage of boasting that I possess the 
friendship of an officer who has served 
his country with honour, %e well by the 
pen as by the sword. Upon the same 
principle I abstain from the pleasure of 
addressing you in the general language 
of dedication, which is that of praise. 
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DEDICATION. 

The truth of these sentiments is their 
only recommendation, and may prove, 
I trust, my best apology for venturing, 
in this public manner, to express the 
sincere regard for your person and 
esteem for your character with which 
I subscribe myself. 

My dear Sir,' 
Your's very truly, 

and respectfully, 
Edwin T. Caulfeild. 

September 3rd, 1825. 
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PREFACE. 



There are many learned and excellent 
commentaries on the prophetic parts of 
the Holy ScriptureB, and which include 
the sublime portion to which these few 
pages are devoted. But, to follow such 
a subject through the intricacies of an- 
cient and modern literature, the reader 
must possess considerable acquirements 
and application ; whereas, it not unfre- 
quently happens, that persons harbour- 
ing sceptical opinions, who refuse sub- 
mission to secondary authority, and 
would fain seek conviction at the foun- 
tain head, are characterised by indolent 
habits and neglected talents. Such per- 
sons, if no • one come forward to assist 
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them, may live and die unacquainted 
with the truth of revelation, and ignorant 
of the blessed interposition of a Redeemer, 
to avert the wrath of an offended God ! 
It may be presumed, that one of the 
means best calculated to effect the two- 
fold purpose herein contemplated, is a 
work solely embracing the prophecies 
which concern the Messiah. Persons 
of the above description may be won 
over to the perusal of a small treatise, 
who would neglect a larger work of 
greater merit, on account of the labour ; 
but especially, if the ^r«£ professed to 
concern their own peculiar interettSt while 
the last chiefly related to the rise and 
fall of long since departed emfnres; for 
in this light it is that many intelligent 
people, whose religious education has 
been neglected, regard the admirable 
writings to which I have alluded. Nor 
does the Sacred Text, itself, afford 
to the indolent a more inviting as- 
pftct. The prophecies respecting the 
Messiah are spread over a large surface, 
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and are blended with much apparently 
extraneous matter ; so that the attention 
and memory need contiaaal exercise. 
Besides, when viewed singly, the pre- 
dictions frequently offer bat little to 
arrest our notice ; and thus it may occur 
that the inestimable value of the united 
mass be overlooked. With the intent 
to remove so great an obstacle, these 
scattered notices of the promised Sa- 
viour have been collected into one body ; 
and if the writer may venture to judge 
by the impression made on his own 
mind, he may indulge the hope that his 
small exertions have not been in vain. 
But this hope rests in a great degree on 
the feeUe supposition, that the public 
may not be in possession of a better 
work upon the same subject. A mi- 
nuter enquiry on this point might cer- 
tainly have spared the writer the impu- 
tation of presumption, which he is 
likely to encounter, in thus risking a 
comparison with abler pens, or, at least, 
have entitled him to some degree of 
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tender consideration, should he chance 
to stand alone. The author's profession 
renders it almost superfluous to caution 
the reader, who anticipates a display of 
erudition, and of critical acumen, that 
no such treat is in store for him. But 
few authorities have been consulted, 
and that only when the writer felt 
himself unequal, singly, to the task he 
had undertaken. May it be remem- 
bered, also, that a common-sense, and 
not a philological exposition of the text, 
is the utmost aim of these eflPorts. 

The unexpected bulk of the follow- 
ing extracts, may, possibly, induce 
sonie persons, possessing only^ a slight 
acquaintance with the Bible, to imagine 
that few, if ant/ passages can have re- 
mained unnoticed; that refer to the pur- 
pose for which these extracts are made. 
Whereas others, on the contrary, who 
are better informed, may feel surprised 
and disappointed that so much should 
have been omitted. Where, say the 
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PREFACE. XI 

latter, is that vast collection of typical 
prophecy, contained in the religious 
r^es and ceremonies of the Jews? — 
Types so plainly relating to the perwn 
oi the Messiah .' — ^Where, likewise, the 
numerous predictions of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, so intimately connected with 
the histories of the Assyrians, Persians, 
Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans ? The 
accomplishment of these wonderful pro- 
phecies being deemed the most incon- 
trovertible testimony of scriptural truth ! 

It is acknowledged that all these 
have been omitted, the circumstance of 
their great bulk rendering them unsuited 
to the writer's purpose. 

Instead of attempting a portrait of 
the whole mighty edifice of revelation, 
an humble effort only has been made to 
lead directly to the spot whence the 
reader may, at a single glance, behold 
the most important feature in that holy 
and eternal structure, whose chief glory, 
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and whose main sapport is the Being, 
of whom " Moees and the prophets did 
write — Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 
God." Should this effort to remove 
the difficulties which hinder the contem- 
plation of so splendid an object, be 
deemed uaaxrthy of public notice and 
indalgence, the endeavow itself, if rightly 
estimated, may prove an adequate re- 
ward. Many persons may annle, and 
more, perhaps, may tremble, at behold- 
ing such a subject in, what they may 
deem, unhallowed hands. But a sincere 
desire ibr the promotion of the sacred 
cause of truth, sanctifies the humblest 
instrument. Nor is this the only source 
of the writer's ctmfidence ; — for, not- 
withstanding the diversity of opinion 
which pervades the world, he is assured 
that the doctrines he has endeavoured 
to advocate, are those in which the 
largest portitm of the Christian fold 
most perfectly and cordially agree. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Hpij Seriptur^ coutBia notfamg 
«iwcintial to saivAtiott which cannot be 
received by the humbJest capacity ; 
but, to be ri^Uy apprehended, they 
do nevATtheUss demand considerable 
study and attentkm. It would be 
«tr&Dge, indeed, if tJi£ most important 
c&ncanx lOf «ar existeace did aai re- 
quire tiie refifiotion whidk is due to tht 
l^ttt 4»inples oS <9ur ^rorldly ttfiaif s 
and whjch we are inclined to bestow 
even upon oar most itririal purstiits and 
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XIV INTRODUCTION. 

By the unerring wisdom and good- 
ness of Providence, a revelation of Uie 
divine will has been made to man. 
This revelation is the work of ages, 
and the book in which it is contained 
displays on its sacred leaves a pro- 
phetic history, which reaches from the 
dawning to the end of time, a charac- 
teristic of the tme covenant between 
God and man well worthy of observa- 
tion. But, with the still accumulating 
evidence which this mode presents, 
there results (as before noticed) a 
mingling with the main subject of much 
that to the superficial reader, may 
appear extraneous matter. Hence in a 
great measure it is, together with an 
indistinct perception of the purpose for 
which it was penned, that the Bible 
may be perused with small advantage. 
The heart may be touched by its 
pathos, the mind expanded by its wis- 
dom, and a willing tribute of admira- 
tion be yielded to its sublimity, yet the 
want of the master-key withholds the 
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INTRODUCTION. XV 

precious jewel that should reward the 
toil ! The grand design of revelation 
is to teach man that he is a fallen crea- 
ture, to point out the means whereby 
his nature may be renewed, and the 
favour of his Creator be recovered. 
The history of our first parents, and of 
their immediate descendants will per- 
suade us of the disease — the prophecies 
will point out to us the great Physician ; 
to use the language of Inspiration, the 
word of God is promulgated " to con- 
vince the world of sin, and that the 
wages of sin is death; but that the 
gifi of God is eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our LordT The main purpose 
of the Scriptures thus simply asserted, 
it will be the work of prophecy to 
supply the -proof. May the Spirit by 
which they were dictated, enable the 
reader to approach the sacred subject 
with the reverential gratitude it de- 
serves. Persuaded by such unques- 
tionable testimony that the predictions 
concerning the Messiah were fully ac- 
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JKTflODUCTfOH. 



-coinpUffeed in the pernw of Jesus 
Christ, may he be constnUned, in die 
la^vage of the <wce-douMing Apostle, 
to exclaim, ** My JLori, audi my God ■'" 
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THE 
ADVENT, KINGDOM, AND DIVINITY' 



THE MESSIAH. 



PART I. 

Gen, iii. 15. — 4004 years. B. C— And 
I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed: it shall bruise thy 
head and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

This first link in the great chain of prophecy 
merits deep attention. To understand the text 
in its true and mystical import, it must be 
considered, in the former part, as relating, 
generally, to the seed of the woman and of the 
serpent; (i. e. of Satan;) and in the latter part, 
as concerning, ittdividualltf, Satan and the Mes- 
siah. In the Gospel by St. Matthew, in the 
I3th chapter, and at the 38tb and 39th verses. 
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2 THE DIVINITY OF 

ouF Saviour's explaaatHW i>f the parable of the 
" Tares," given in the following- words, will 
place this subject in the cleareBt light : " The 
" good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
" but the tares are the children of the wicked 
" one — the enemy that sowed them (the tares) 
" is the devil." The " enmity " between the 
good and evil seed hsfl Manifested itself from 
the death of Abel, and will continue to do so 
until the death of ^ke last martyr, and terminate 
only with the last effort to subdue the kingdom 
of Christ. The prophetic declaration, which 
concludes the text, points to the partial suc- 
cesses of Satan, and to the complete triumph 
of ttie Miessiah. The occasion on whiA it was 
delivered, j^involring the happiness or misery of 
myriads «f human beitigA,) and, CMisequently, 
the paramouHt importance of iiajiguraiive cha- 
racter, render a discussion of the literal meaning 
of the text more than vnnecesnary ; for I deein it 
an offence to feeliAg and to common sease to 
enter, at suck a time, into a disquisition con- 
cerning antipatiiiee; besides, experience tells ua, 
that they are not anivBreaUy extended not een- 
fined to reptiles of the irarpent tribe. Bat in 
directing tlie reader's attention to the prO[^iecy 
itself, I would not be anderstood as desiring 
to withdraw his admiration from the garb in 
which that ptaphecy is so expressivdy arrayed. 
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THE M£«BIAH. 3 

Odn. zu. 2. 3.-1931 yean B.C.— And 
I will make of tbee (Abraham) a 
great nation, and I will bless thee, 

-, .and make thy name great ; and thou 
' sbsit be a blessing : And I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee. And in thee 
shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. — 

Again, Gen. xviii. 18. — 1898 years B. C. 
— And all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed in him. 

Gen. xxii. 17, 18.— 1872 years B. C— 
And thy seed shall possess the gate of 
his enemies ! And in thy seed shall all 
the natims of the earth be hte»sed. 

In these verses we see not only a blesBing to 
all mankind, hot a victory UcewiBe promised ! 

Psalm Ixxii. 17. — 1015 years B. C— 
His name shall endure for ever ! 
His name shall be continued as long 
as the sun ! And men shall be blessed 
in Him! all nations shall call Him 
blessed! — 

b2 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



4 THE DIVINITY OF 

Jer. iv. 3. — 812 years B. C— rAnd the 

nations shall bless themselves in 

Him! 
Gen. xxvi. 3, 4.— 1804 years B. C— I 

will perform the oath which I sware 

unto Abraham thy father ; and in thy 

seed shall all the nations of the earth be 

blessed! 

Therein the promise is made to Isaac. 
Gen. xxviii. 14. — 1760 years B. C. — 

And in thy seed shall all the families of 

the earth be blessed! 

The same promise repeated to Jacob. 

Gen. xHx. 8, 9, 10, 11.— 1689 years 
B. C. — Judah, thou art he whom thy 
brethren shall praise. Thy hand shall 
be in the neck of thy enemies — thy 
father's children shall bow down before 
thee. 

In this Terse, Judah, from whom the Messiah 
was to spring, is declared to be a subject of 
praise to his brethren, who should also bow 
down before bim. Victory is likewise ascribed 
to Judah, (i. e. Christ.) 
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THE MESSIAH. 



(Contmted.) Jndah is a lion's whelp; 

■ from the prey, my son, thou art gone 
up ! He stooped down, he couched 
as a lioD, and as an old lion ; who 
shall roQse him up ? 
The TJctorions character of the Seed enlai^d 

npon by a metaphor. 

(Continued.) The sceptre shall not de- 
part from Judah, nor a Lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come; and unto IKm shall the gather- 
ing of the people be. 
Upon this very interesting intimation of the 
time when the promised seed should appear, 
and of the person designated by the name of 
" Shiloh-" I "1"^* t— *= "-ne words of a cele- 
umed commentator, (the learned Matthew 
Pool, in his " Annotationa.") With respect to 
the time, he observes, that " the Jewish senators 
" did long struggle with Herod about the go- 
" vemment, and did not yield it up to him till 
" his last year, which was after Christ was 
" bom." Upon the word " Shiloh," be says 
that it signifies the Messiah, which we need not 
stand to prove, because it is thus expounded by 
all the three Chaldee paraphrasts, and by the 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



6 THE DIVIKITT OF 

Jcwisli Takmid, asd hy diren of the iaHUr Jews 
tbenasdvee ; and the word si^fies a peace- 
maker, or Saviour^ or her son, thus denotiDg 
that the Saviour should be born of a woman, 
or as others. He who was oji promised to be sent, 
each of which significatioiiB peenliarly applies 
to JesoB Christ. By the gathering together of 
the people, is understood not only the uiuoq of 
Gentiles and Jews among themselves, but like- 
wise th^r united " reverence, obedience, and 
worship," offered to our Lord, the Messiah. 
The two following verses of this same chapter, 
appear to me as predictive of the meek and 
lowly character of Jesus, and of the spiritual 
blessings pecuhar to the Gospel. The reader 
may compare them with the 66th chapter and 
jJet verse, and the 63rd chapter, and 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd verses of Isaiah. 

Numb. xxiv. 9, 17, 19. — 1462 yeare 
B. C. — He couched — he lay down as 
a lion, and as a great lion. — Who 
shall ^tir him up ? Blessed is h^e that 

I blesseth thee, and cursed is he that 
curseth thee. — 

T shall see Him ; but not now. Iskali 
behold Him; but not nigh. There 
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shall come a star out of Jacob, and 
a sceptre shall rise 04tt of Israel, and 
shall smite the comers of Moab, and 
destroy all the children of Seth. Out 
of Jacob shall H^ come that shall 
have dortmion, and shall destroy him 
that remaiaeth of the city. 

The close resemblance between tbeee words 
of the propbet Balaam, and those of Jacob, 
cannot fail to strike the attentive reader. 

By a common figure of rhetoric, termed sy- 
necdoche, by which apart is put for the whole, 
" Moab," and " the children of Seth," being 
enemies of the Jews, represent the whole body 
of the enemies of the churph of God. In this 
prophecy, we may observe that the promised 
" seed" of Israel is set forth as an entigklener 
and a ruler of the world, and likewise as an 
avenger. 

DeHt. xviii. 16, 18.^1451 years B. C. 
— ^The Lord thy God will raise up 
unto thee a Prophet from the midst 
of thee, like unto me, (Moses,) unto 
him ye shall hearken. And it shall 
. cppe to pass that whosoever will pot 
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O THE DIVINITY OF 

hearken unto my words which he shall 
speak in my name, I will require it of 
' him! 

The words " require it of him," signify punith 
kirn severely. The sad effects of this direaten- 
ing, the Jews have felt for nearly 1800 yeara ! 
(Pool.) In order to exhibit the resemblance 
of Jesus Christ to Moses in a much stronger 
light than I could throw upon the subject, I 
shall offer a copious extract from the work of a 
most &\Ae writer on the prophecies, (Bishop 
Newton.) " Eusebius, treating of the prophe- 
" cies concerning Jesus Christ, produceth first 
" this of Moses, and then asketh, which of the 
" prophets after Moses, Isaiah, for instance, or 
" Jeremiah, or Exekiel, or Daniel, or any other 
" of the twelve, was a lawgiver, and performed 
" things like unto Moses ? Moses^rst rescued 
" the children of Israel from Egyptian super- 
" stition and idolatry, and taught them the true 
" theology ; Jesus Christ, in like manner, was 
" the ^rst teacher of true religion and virtue 
" to the Gentiles. Moses confirmed his religion 
" by miracles, and so likewise did Christ. 
" Moses delivered the Jewish nation irom Egyp- 
" tian servitude, and Jesus Christ all mankind 
" from the bondage of sin. Moses promised 
" a holy land, and therein a happy life to those 
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THE MESSIAH. 9 

" who kept the law ; and Jesua Christ a hea- 
" venly country to all righteous aouk, Moses 
" fasted forty days ; and so, likewise, did Christ. 
" Moses supplied the people with bread in the 
" wildemesa ; and our Saviour fed five thou- 
" sand at one time, and four thousand at ano- 
" ther, with a few loaves. Mosea went himself 
" and led the people through the midst of the 
*' sea; and Jesus Christ walked nu the tea, and 
" enabled Peter to walk likewise. Moses 
" stretched out his hand over the sea, and the 
" Lord caused the sea to go backward; and 
" our Saviour rebuked the wind and the sea, and 
"there was a great calm. Moses' J'ace shone 
" when he descended from the mount; and our 
" Saviour's did " shine as the tun " in his trans- 
" figuration. Moses by hia prayers cured 
" Miriam of her leprosy ; and Christ with 
" greater power, by a word healed several 
" lepers. Moses performed wonders by the 
" finger of God; and Jesus Christ 'by the 
" finger of God ' did cast out devils.- Moses 
" changed Oshea's name to Joshua ; and our 
" Saviour did Simon's to Peter. Moses con- 
" stituted seventy rulers over the people ; and 
' our Saviour appointed seveiiti/ disciples. Mo- 
" ses sent forth twelve men to spy out the land ; 
' and our- Saviour twelve apostles to visit all 
" nations. Moses gave several excellent moral 
B 5 
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10 THE DIVINITT OF 

" precepts; and our Sarkmr eanied them to 
" the highest perfection." 

" Dr. Jortin hath mlat^ed upon these bints 
"of EusehiuB. Moees in hh infatuy- was 
" wonderfully preserred from die deBtnietion of 
" fdl the male children ; to v>as Christ, Moses 
" fled from his country to escape the hands 
" of the king ; »o did Christ, when hia parents 
" carried him into Egypt. ' The Lord said to 
" Moses in Midian, Glo, return into Egypt, _/br 
" all the men are dead wlach sought thy life;' 
" (Exodus, 4th chapter, I9th verse.) Sp the 
" ftngd of the Lord said to Joseph, in almost 
" the same umrds, ' Arise, and take the young 
" child, and go into the land of Israel.ybr they 
" are dead which sought the young child's life.' 
" (Matthew, 2nd chapter, SOth verse;) point- 
" ing Him out, as it were, for that prophet, 
" which should arise like unto Moses. Moses 
" refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
"daughter, choosing rather to suffer auction ; 
"Christ refused to be made king, 'choosing 
" rather to suffer affliction.' Moses was not 
" only a lawgiver, but a king and priest; in 
" all these offices, the resemblance between 
" Christ and Moees is singular. Moses fore- 
" told die calanuties which should befo) the 
" nation for their disobedience ; so did Christ. 
" The Spirit which was upon Moses was con- 
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THE 1I£S8IAH. 11 

' ferred in scqne degree upon the seventy elders ; 
' Chrifit conferred miractfious powers upon tha 
' seventy di'scipl^. Moses was victorioue over 
' poivetful kings and great nations ; so was 
'' Cbrisl^, by the effects of )i|8 religion, and by 
' tbe f^U of thosp wbo per&ec|ited his church. 
' Moaes CMiquered Amalek by kjilding up both 
■' kis hands ; Christ overcame big and our 
' GQ^nies when his hands were held up on the 
' cross. Moses interceded for the transgressors, 
" and stopped the wrath of God; so did Christ. 
' Moses ratified a covenant between Cod and 
' the people, }iy sprinkling them with blood; 
'■' Christ with his »V3n blood! Moses desired 
■' to die for the people, Christ died for sinners I 
' Moses instituted tlje passoyer, when a lamb 
' was sacrificed, qiHie of whose bones, ' by 
' God's express appointment,' were to be broken. 
' Christ was that pascal Lamb ! Moses lifted 
'' up tbe serpent, that they who looked upon it 
'might be healed of their mortal wounds; 
" Christ was for the same purpose thus lifted 
" up ! All Moses's affection towards ihe peo- 
' pie, all his eares and toils, were repaid by 
' ingratitude, murmuring, and rebellion. Thus 
" did the same Jews treat Christ ! Moses was 
" very meeh — bo was Christ. In the death of 
" Moses and of Christ there is a resemUance ; 
" Moses went up in the sight of the people to 
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12 THE DIVINITY OF 

the top' of Mount Nebo, and there he died in 
'' perfect vigour, ' hia eye was not dim, nor his 
natural force abated ;' Christ was led up, in 
the preserice of the people to Mount Calvary, 
where he died in the possession of health and 
strength ! Moses was buried, and no man 
knew where his body lay ; nor could- the 
Jews find the body of Christ. Lastly, as 
Moses before his death promised another 
prophet, so Christ before his death promised 
another Comforter! 

" Is this similitude between Moses* and 
Christ the effect of mere chance? Let us 
search all the records of universal history, 
see if we can Jind a man who was so like to 
Moses as Christ was, and so like to Christ 
as Moses was. If we cannot find such a one, 
then have we found Him of whom Moses in 
the law and the prophets did write — Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Son of God !" 

Jcrem. xxxi. parts of31,32,33, 34.— 606 
years B. C. — Behold the days come, 
saitb the Lord, that I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and the house of Judah ; mt accord- 
ing to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers, S;c. which my covenant 
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they brake, &c. but this'shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel, aAer those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my law in 
their inward parts and write it in 
their hearts, and will be their God, 
and they shall be my people ! For 
they shall all know me from the 
least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith the Lord, for I will for- 
give their iniquity and remember their 
sin no more. 

As if to deprive the Jews of all excuse in 
their blind partiality ' for the old covenant, 
which was intended in a great measure to sha- 
dow forth the new dispensation, the prophet 
Jeremiah repeats, but still more circumstantially, 
the pTediction uttered by their great leader 
]\Ioses. It is obvious that the circumstances 
chiefly characterising this " new covenant," 
are the influence of the Holy Spirit on man's 
heart and afiections, and the foi^veness of his 
sins. Thus wgre the Jews warned again and 
again, as will be seen in this and the succeeding 
prophecies, that the kingdom of the promised 
" seed" should not be of a iemparal, but of a 
spiritual nature. 
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Jobxix. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27,— 1520yeare 
B. C. — Oh, that my words were 
now written ! Oh, that they were 
printed in a book t That they were 
graven with an iron pen and lead in 
the rock for ever ! For I kmw that 
my Redeemer liveth and that he shall 
stand m the latter day upon the earth t 
And though (aft^ my skin) worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 
I see God, whom I shall see for my- 
self, and mine eyes shall behold, and 
not another, though my reins be con- 
. sumed within me ! 
This is the first intimatioD of a price being 
required for man's salvation; the person by 
whom it is given was eminent for holiness and 
virtue. It is the more worthy of notice, there- 
fore, that he should be the first to tell us that 
he derived such consolation from the hope of a 
Redeemer. The prophet David, in the 49th 
psalm, declares that " no man maj/ deliver his 
brother; nor make agreement unto God for him. 
For it cost more to redeem their sovls; so that 
he must let that alone for ever ! !" What Being 
then, we naturally ask, is to pay this necessary 
ransom for the human soul, if man be incapable 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



THE VP»8IAIf. 15 

of doing it, as Duvid declares ? At the 60tb 
chapter of bis pro^^ecies, the evangelical 
Isaiah gives the followiag answer : " And thou 
shalt know that / the Lord am thy Saviour 
and tiiy Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob '." 
The date of tliis prophecy is a matter of dii^ute 
to the learned ; but all agree that the bode of 
Job was written ages before the advent of Jesus 
Christ. 

Isaiah xl. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.— 712 years B. C 
— Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
saith your God; speak ye comfort- 
ably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her 
that her warfare is accomplished, that 
hex iniqmty is pardoned ; for she hath 
received of the Lord's hand double 
for all her sins. The voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness. Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord ; make 
straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be -ex- 
alted, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low, and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough 
places smooth ; and the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, aiul all jksh 
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shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken it. 

Mai. jii. 1. — Behold, I will send my 
Messenger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me ! And the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to His 
temple, even the Messenger of the 
Covenant whom ye delight in. Behold 
He shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts ! 
But who may abide the day of His 
coming ? And who shall stand when 
He appeareth ? For he is like a re- 
finer's fire, and like fuller's soap: 
and He shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver ; and He shall purift/ 
the sons of Levi, and purge them as 
gold and silver. That they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in righte- 
ousness. 

Mai. iv. 1, 2. 
See likewise the 5th and 6th verses of this 

chapter. 

For behold, the day cometh tiiat shall 
burn as an oven ; and all the proud, 
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall 
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be stubble ; and the day that cometh 
shall bum them up, saith the Lord 
of hosts, that it shall leave them nei- 
ther root nor branch ! But unto you 
that fear my name, shall the Sun of 
Righteousness arise with healing in 
his wings I &c. 

Each of the four erangeliBts notices' the com- 
plete folfilmeDt of theBe prophecies, in the 
person of St. John the Baptist, who, by a most 
holy life, and most zealous preaching of re- 
poutance, loightibr' exerted himself to remove 
those obstructions, the pamam and prejudices, 
which opposed the spiritual dominion of Christ ; 
and Uke the prophets who foretold his coming, 
the Baptist sealed their mutual testimony with 
his blood. -. 

Isaiah vii. 14.— 742 years B. C. — There- 
fore the Lord Himself shall give you 
a sign ! 

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear 
a Son, and shall call his name Im- 
manueU! 
This word in Hebrew means " God with us." 

(Pool.) 

Isaiah ix. 6, 7. — For unto us a<3hiM is 
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born ! uiito ns a Son is ^ren ! and 
the government shall be upon His 
shoulder; and His nanie &hall be 
called Wonderful I CounsdUtr! The 
nagkty God! The everlasting Father! 
The Prince of Peace ! 

What an admirable paraphrase this affords 
up of the word Itnmanmf ,' 

(Continued.) Of the increase of His go- 
veroment &nd peace there shall be no 
end. Upon the throng of Pavid, an4 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and 
to establish it with judgprnent and with 
justice from henceforth, even for 
ever//! The zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts will perform this ! 

Micah V.2. — 710 years B. C. — But thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be 
little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall He come forth . 
unto me, that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of 
old— from everlasting / 
. Jtsus Ckriti woi bom in Bethlehem, accoid- 
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iBg to this pn^ecy. It must ha remembered 
that this waa also the birth-plac^ of David, 
who, " according to the flesh," was the Mes- 
siah's prc^nitor. 

The prophet Jeremiah, (31st chapter, 16th 
vene,) foretela (006 years b. c.) the slaoghter 
of the children, which took place in this city 
at the birth of Christ. 

The prophet H(Mea,(llth chapter, Ist verse.) 
740 years b. c. foretels Christ's return from 
]^ypt, whither Herod's persecution had dnren 
him. 

Isaiah xi. I-^IO.—And there shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him : the spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding, the spirit of 

B«»»a/atul naffht, tto spirit of knOW- 

tedge, and of the fear of the Lord ; and 
shall make Him of quick understand- 
ing in the fear of the Lord. And 
He shall not judge after the si^t of 
his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his ears ; but with righte- 
ousness shall He judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity, for the meek of 
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the earth. And He shail smite the 
earth with the rod of His .mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips shall 
he slay the wicked. ■ And righteous- 
ness shall be the girdle of His loins, 
and faithfubiess the girdle of His 
reins. ■ 

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain; (the church of God;) 
for the earth shall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea ! 

And in that day there shall be a root 
of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people : to it shall the 
Gentiles seek ! and his rest shall be 
glorious I 

It is well worthy of notice, that (ag Pool 
saya) the word "stump" peculiarly denotes 
the forlorn condition of the royal house of 
David, at the time of the Messiah's appear- 
ance, of which at that period a mere "stump" 
of this family was remaining. Ip perfect har- 
mony with this expression is the prophet's 
tracing the promised seed from Jesse, who was 
in a taean condttioB, when his son David was 
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notiited king of Israel. It is remarkable that 
the family had retnnied to its original obKarity 
at the coming of Christ ! 

The word " branch" in Hebrew is expressed 
by the same word which signifies rod and tcep- 
tft. And wherever it occurs among the pro- 
phets, has always been interpreted by the 
Jewish doctors, as denoting the Messiah. 
(Pool.) 

Observe how clearly the preceding prophecy 
points out the s^ritual and universal character 
of Christ's kingdom, and how perfectly it 
a^«e8 with the promise made to Abraham, 
viz, that " in his seed should all the nations 
of the earth be blessed !" 

Isaiah xl. 9, 11.-712 years B. C— 
Oh, Zion! that bringest good tidings, 
get thee up into the high mountain. 
O, Jerusalem, that bringest good tid- 
ings, lift up thy voice with strength ; 
lift it up; be not afraid; say unto 
the cities of Judah, ' Behold your 
Godr He shall feed bis flock like a 
shepherd ; He shall gather the lambs 
with His arm, and carry them in 
his bosom, and shall gently lead those 
that are with young ! 
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Hoff beautifwlly theK words pourtray the 
niild Mhd mweiftil c^racter of the M«nkh, 
and bow perfectly exemplified in the diaracta' 
of Christ! 

Isaiah xtii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. 7, 8, 9 Be- 
hold my servant, whom I upboM ; 
mine elect, in whom my soul de- 
lighteth ! I have put my spirit upon 
him! He shall bring forth judgment 
to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor 
lifit up, Dor cause his voice to be 
heard in the streets. A bruised reed 
shall he not break, and the smoking 
flax shall he not quench. He shall 
bring forth judgment unto truth. He 
shall not fail nor be discouraged till 
he have set judgment in the earth, 
and the isles skaH wait for his law ! I 
the Lord have called Thee in righte- 
ousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep Thee, and give Thee 
for a covenant of the people, for a light 
to the Gentiles! to (^n the blind ^/es ; 
to bring out the prisoners out of the 
prison, and them that sit in darkness 
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eiiU of the ptisob-house. t am the 
LoRD,tbatismynt^e,a»dHT glory 

■ ff-lLL I NOT GIVE TO ANOTHER, Scc. 

The commeDtariea I have perused, confine 
the sense of this passage in a manner whidi I 
venture to think unjustified, by its very obrious 
and most important relation to the context. 
The prophet's main purpose is not ao much to 
warn the Jews against the womhip of (dols, 
as to point out to them th« nature ^td office 
of the promised Saviour. Considering the 
magnificent titles which have been bestowed 
on the exalted personage of whom the Holy 
Spirit is now speaking, titles so justly and 
ezdusivdy helonging to ttie Supreme Being, 
this remarkable declaration that God " will 
not give hts glory to another," plunly asserts 
that himself and the Messiah are one and the 
sapie Lord. 

(Continued.) Behold, the former things 
are come to pass, and new things do I 
declare. Before they spring forth I 
tell you of them. 

VeraeB 16 and 18 of the same chapter. — ■ 
And I will bring the blind by a way 
that they knew not: Iwillleadthemin 
paths thErt they have not known : I will 
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make darkaess tight before them, and 
crooked things straight. These things 
will I dp unto them and not forsake 
them. Hear ye deafy and look ye Blind, 
that ye may see! 

Same, xlv. 22, 3, 4, 5. — Look unto me 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, 
for I am God, and there is none else! 
I have sworn by myself. The word 
is gone out of my mouth in righteous- 
ness and shall not return. That unto 
me enery htee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear! Surely, shall one say, 
' In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength.' Even to Him shall men 
come, and all that are incensed against 
Him shall be ashamed ! In the Lord 
shall all the seed of Israel h^ justified 
and shall glory. 

Same, xlix. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 
13, 22, 23.— Listen, O Isles! (Gen- 
tiles) unto me, and hearken ye people 
from afar ! The Lord hath called me 
from the womb; ^ from .the bowels of 
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my mother hath He made mention 
of my name. 

" Immanuel," see also the 9tb and 10th 
verses of the 22Dd Psalm. 
(Continued.) And he hath made my 
mouth tike a sharp sword. In the 
shadow of his hand hath he hid me 
and made me a polished shaft; in 
His quiver hath He hid me ! 
These similies of the arrow and sword de- 
note the doctrine of Christ, which, St. Paul 
Bays, is quick and powerful, in the killing of 
men's lusts, and convincing and bumbling their 
souls. (Pool.) 

(Continued.) And said unto me. Thou 
' art my servant, O Israel, in whom 
I will be glorified ! And now, saith 
the Lord that formed me (Immanuel) 
from the womb to be His servant to 
bring Jacob again to Him, though 
Israel be not gathered/ (His rejection 
anticipated !) Yet shall I be glorious 
in the eyes of the Lord, and my 
God shall be my strength. And 
He said, ' It is a light thing that 
tbou shouldest be my servant to 
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raise up the tribes, of. Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved of Israel. I will 
also give Thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that Thou mayest be my 
salvation unto the end of the earth.' 
Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer 
of Israel and His Holy One, to Him 
whom man despiseth, to Him whom 
the nation abhorreth, to a servant 
of rulers, kings shall see and arise, 
princes also shall worship, be- 
cause of the Lord that is feithful, 
and the Holy One of Israel, aod 
He shall choose Theet Thus saith 
the Lord, In an acceptable time I 
heard Thee, and in a day of salvation 
have I helped Thee: and 1 will pre- 
serve - Thee and give Thee for a cove- 
nant to. the people to establish (i. e. 
restpre to, God's, favour) the earth, 
to cause to inherit the desolate he- 
ritages : that Thou mayest say to 
the prisoners, ' go forth' to them that 
sit in darkness, (ignorance of God:) 
' show yourselves !' Behold ! these 
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shall come from far! and lo, these 

■ from the norih and from the west, 

and from the land of Sinim (i. e. 

south.) Thus saith the Lord God, 

' Behold, I will lift tip mine hand 

to the Gentiles, and set up my 

standard to the people; and they 

shall bring Thy sons in their arms, 

and I%y daughters shall be carried 

upon their shoulders. And the kings 

shall be Thy nursing fathers, and 

queens Thy nursing mothers: they 

shall bow down to Thee with their 

face toward the ground and lick up 

the dust of Thy feet ! and Thou shalt 

know that I am the Lord, for they 

shall not be ashamed that wait for me. 

The adoption of the believing Qentiles into 

the church of Qod, and the embracing of the 

Gospel b; migb^ potentates {Mainly foretold. 

{ConHnued.} Sing, O heavens, and be 

joyful, O earthv and break forth into 

singing, O mountains ! for the Lord 

hath comforted his people, and will 

. have mercy upon his afflicted. 

c 2 
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The prophet in contemplating the future 
glorious state of the church, gires a rent to his 
rapturous joy. 

Chap. li. 4, 5, 6, 11. — Hearken unto 
me, my people, and give ear unto me, 
O my nation ; for a law shall proceed 
from me, and I will make my judg- 
ment to rest for a light of the people. 
Pool, in his annotations, observes, that " the 
people," in Hebrew, signify t}ie tuitions which 
should, as intimated in the preceding text, 
receive the " light" rejected by the Jews. 

(Continued.) My righteousness is near : 
my "Salvation is gone forth, and 
mine arms shall judge the people. 
The Isles shall wait upon me, and up- 
on mine arm shall they trust ! Lift up 
your eyes unto the heavens, and look 
upon the earth beneath. For the 
heavens shall vanish away like smoke, 
and the earth shall wax old like a 
garment, but my salvation shall be 
for ever, and my righteousness shall 
not be abolished. 
In the 42nd chapter, this righteousness ia 
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escribed to the Messiah. Now it u assumed 
by God as bis own attribute ! Again in the 
same chapter, the Almighty declares that " the 
Isles should wait upon his servant's law," " the 
elect in whom" his " soul delightetb ;" here," 
he affirms, " The Isles shall wait upon me, and 
upon mine arm shall they trust." At the 10th 
chapter of St. John, and at the 30th verse, 
the Messiah clears up this difficulty by the 
following Bimple assertion, " / and my Father 
are one !" 

(Continued.) — Therefore the redeemed 
of the Lord shall return, and come 
with sioging unto Zion, and everlast- 
ing joy shall be upon their head. 
They shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away. 
Isaiah lii. 1, 7, 8. — 

The words Zion and Jerusalem denote the 
church of God. 

Awake, awake, O Zion ! put on thy 

. beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the 

: holy city; for henceforth there shall 

no more come into Thee the uncir- 

cumcised and unclean! Howbeauti- 

fcil upon the mountains are the feet of 
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Him that iHingeth good tidmgt — tbift 
publisheth peace — that bringelii good 
tidings of good — that publisheth sal- 
vation — that saith unto Zion, ' Thy 
God rejgneth !' Thy watchmen (i. e. 
priests) shall lift up the voice — with 
the voice together shall they sing; 
for they shall see eye to eye when God 
shall bring again Zion. 
The prophet again ezpreariy foretek the miture 
of the Messiah. The iocarnate God, whom 
men should behold with their bodily eyes — ■ 
"liie MightyGod — the Everlasting Father — 
the Prince of Peace !" of the increase of whose 
GovemmeDt there shoold be no end ! Slc 
Psalm Ixxii. — Give the King Thy judg- 
ments, O God, and Thy righteousness 
unto the King's Son/ He shall judge 
Thy people with righteousness and 
Thy poor with judgment. The moun- 
tiuns shall bring peace to the peoi^e. 
and the little hills Thy righteousness. 
He shall judge the poor of the people ; 
He shall save the children of the 
needy, and shall break in pieces the 
oppressor. They shall fear Thee as 
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' Icmg'as the. son sad moob endure, 
thTOngbkmt all genearatiDns ! He shall 
<ioiile down Vk& rain upon the mown 
gtass-^-as showers thxt water the 
earth! In /& days shall the righteous 
flourish, -asd a'bondaBce of peace so 
k)ng as the moon «DdOTeth I They 
that dw^ in the wiBerOess i^all bow 
dxnm before ifif^, and Bk enemies 
shsOl lick the dt»tl Hi( dommion 
shall be also iram 1^ one sea to the 
otiier, tmd from the ^ood uato the 
world's end I The kings of Tharsis and 
of the /i/br riuill give presents. The 
kings -of Arabia and Sara tdiall bring' 
gifts: all kings shall fell doMrn be- 
fore Hxm ! All nations shall do 
Hiin service ! For he shall ddiver 
^ poor when he crie^, t^ needy 
aim, and him that hath no helper. 
He shall be favourable to the simple 
and needy, and shall preserve the souis 
of the poor] (i.e. the humble minded.) 
He shall driver thiur »»tU$ from fidse- 
hood and wrong, and dear shall their 
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blood be in His sight. He shall Uve 
(for ever IS understood,) and unto Him 
. shall be given of the gold of Arabia. 
Prayer shall be made ever unto Him, 
and daily shall He he praised. His 
name shall endure for ever: IRs name 
shall remain as long as the sun ; and 
men shall be bless^'m Him!. All nations 
shall call Him ' Blessed i' Blessed be 
the Lord God, the God of Israel, who 
only doeth wondrous thirds ; and 
blessed be his glorious name for ever; 
and let the whole earth be filled with 
His glory!' Amen! amen! 
The exact harmony subsisting between the 
prophets Isaiah aod David, . and the direct 
allusion to the promise made by God to the 
patriarchs, with which the latter concludes, in 
the forgoing psalm,' must satisiy every atten- 
tive reader, that they are both treating of one 
and the same Person and events.aod that each 
is foretelling His advent, in whom " all the 
nations of the earth should be blessed !" Both 
these prophets proclaim the Messiah as a King, 
& Judge, and as & Saviour, Both declare bis 
human nature, by. terming him a " child," and 
a " son;" both de^gnate him as the harbinger 
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and aqthor of " pwa:" and both these pro- 
phets assert, in the plainest language, his 
divinity; for Isaiah calls the Messiah " Imma- 
nuel," and the " Mighty God," and David 
avera that the dominion of this " King's Son" 
shall be universal and eternal, and that he 
shall receive the tribute (which only God may 
daim) of everlasting " prayer" Aad "praise!" 
But this wonderful doctrine rests not on the 
declarations of David and Isaiah atone. It 
pervades the whole scheme of revelation, and 
will become more and more apparent the fur- 
flier we proceed. The divinity of the Mesaiah 
is so cemented with the entire system of God's 
declared will, that in removing this " comer 
stone," the sacred temple built by the prophets 
and apostles is not only defaced, but actually 
destroyed! 

Nahum i. 15.— 713 years B. C— Be- 
hold, upon the mountains the feet of 
. him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace ! O Judah, keep thy 
solemn feasts, perform thy vows ; for 
- the wicked shall no more pass through 
. thee, he is utterly cut off! 
Micah iv. 1, 2, 3. — But in the last days 
it shall come to pass, that the moun- 
. tiun of the house of the Lord shall be 
c5 
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established in the top of the moun- 
tains, and it shall be exalted atx>ve 
the hills, axid people shall flow into it. 
And man^ natums shall come and say, 
' Let us go up to the mountain of t3M 
Lord, and to the house of the God of 
Jacob ; and He teill teach us His ways, 
and we will walk in his paths ; for 
the law shall go forth of Zion, and 
the word of tke Lord from Jerusalem I 
And He shall judge am(Hig the people, 
and rebuke strong nations afar off; 
And they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears intoprun- 
ing-hooks. Nation shall not lift up a 
sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more ! — 

Chap. V. 4, and part of 6. — And He 
shall stand and feed in the strength 
of the Lord, in the majesty of the 
name of the Lord lEs God ; and they 
shall abide, for now shall He be great 
unto the ends of the earth 1 And this 
man shall be the peace, &c. 

Isaiah Ix. — Arise, sbine, for thy \ight 
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is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
riten upon thee ! — 

For, behold, the darkness shall cover 
the earth, and gross darkness the 
people; but the Lord shall arise upon 
thee, and the Gentiles shall come to 
Tky light (revelation) and kings to the 
brightness of i^ky rising ! 

Lift up thine eyes round about and see. 
All they gather themselves together, 
they come to thee. Thy sons shall 
come from fer, and thy daughters 
shall be nursed at thy side. Then 
thou shalt see and flow together, and 
thine heart shall fear (i. e. be amazed) 
and be enlarged, because the abun- 
dance of the sea shall be converted 
unto thee; (i. e. Christ and the church.) 
The forces of the Gentiles shall come 
unto thee -' 

Who are these that fly as a clottd, and 
as the doves to their windovrs ? 

The mtiltitude of converts compared to a 
cloud. 
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(Continued.) Surely the isles shall wait 
for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, 
to bring thy sons from far, their silver 
and their-vgold with them, unto the 
name of the Lord thy God, and to 
the Holif One of Israel, because he 
hath glorified thee 1 And the sons of 
strangers shall build up thy walls, 
and their kings shall minister unto 
thee. For in my wrath I smote thee; 
but in my favour have I had mercy 
on thee. Therefore thy gates shall be 
open continually, they shall not be 
shut day nor night, that men may 
bring unto thee the forces of the Gen- 
tiles, and that their kings may be 
. brought ! 
Recollect the warniDg g^iven by Moses, when 

he predicted the advent of the prophet like 

unto himself! 

(Continued.) For the nation and kingdom 
that will not serve Thee shall perish ; 
yea those nations shall utterly be wasted! 
The sons also of them that t0icted Thee 
shall come bending unto Thee: and all 
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they that despised Thee shall bow them- 
selves down at the toks of thy fut ; and 
they shall call thee ' the city of the 
Lord,' ' the Zion of the ^oly One of 
Israel;' whereas thou hast been for- 
saken and hated, so that uo man went 
through thee, I wilt make thee an 
eternal excellency, a joy of many 
generations! Thou also shalt suck the 
milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck 
the breast of kings, and thou shalt 
know that I, the Lord, am thy Sa- 
viour and thy Redeemer, the mighty 
One of Jacob ! 

" A metaphor, implying that the church 
" should receive as freely as a child draws milk 
" &om the parent, the wealth and the power 
" of nations, and whatevw can most contribute 
" to its welfare and protection." (Pool.) 

(Continued,) Violence shall no more be 
heard in thy land, wasting nor des- 
truction within thy borders — but thou 

. shalt call thy walls ' salvation,' and thy 
gates ' praise.' The sun shall be no 
more thy light by day, neither for 



D,<iz=<i„ Google 



88 THE Diviirirr dp 

brightness shall the moon give light 
unto thee ; but the Lord shall be unto 
thee an evetiastutg ii^t, and thy Qod 
thy fi^ory k Thy sun shall no more go 
down, neither shall thy moon with- 
draw itself; for the Lord rfmll be 
thine everlasting light, and the days of 
thy mourning shall be ended. Thy 
people, also, shall be ?\\ rigktemts; 
they shall inherit the land for ever. 
The branch of my planting, the work 
of my hands, that I may be glo- 
rified. 

A Uttle one shall become a thousand, 
and a Sfimil one a strong nation — I, the 
Lord, will hasten it in His time. 
Alluding to the small beginning of the 

church, which in process of time should 

greatly increase. 

Isaiah, xxxv. — 713 years B. C. — The 
wilderness and the solitary places 
shall be glad for them, and the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. 
It shall blossom abundantly and re- 
joice even with jc^ and shying. The 
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gkny o( Lebanon shall be given unto 
it; the ezoeUency of Carmel and 
Sharon; ihey shall see thegioty of the 
Lord, and the excdkncg tf our Oodt 

The foregtHng Vetscs figoratively represent the 
eventual blessed state of the Messiah's king- 
dom, and hold out an encouragement to the be- 
lievers to await the fulfilment of God's promises. 

(Continued.) Strengthen ye the weak 
hands, and confinn the feeble knees, 
(i. e. Be of good courage, this shall surely 

come to pass.) 

(Continued.) Say to them that are of a 
fearful heart, ' be strong, fear not ' — 
Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, even God with a recom- 
pence ; He wilt come and save you ! 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be un- 
stopped! 

Then shall the lame man leap tra a hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb sing ! For 
in the wilderness shall waters break 
out, and streams in the desert 1 And 
the parched ground shall become a 
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pool, and the thirsty lands springs of 
water; in the habitation of dragons, 
where each lay, shall be grass, with 
reeds and\ rushes I And a highway 
shall be there, and a way, and it shall 
hQcuWeA.' the way of holiness.^ TheuB- 
clean (i. e. the wicked) shall not pass 
over it. The wayfaring men, though 
foots, shall not err therein. 

St. Matthew, 11th chapter, 2nd, 3id, 
4th, 6th, and 6th veraes. Now when John the 
Baptist had heard in the prison the works of 
Christ, he sent two of his disciples, and said 
unto him, " Art thou he that should come, or 
do we look for another ?" Jesus answered and 
said unto them, " Go and shew John those 
things which ye do hear and see. The blind 
receive their sight, and the lante walk, the l^ers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, and the poor have the Gospel preached unto 
them; and blessed is he whosoever shall not be 
offended in me ! !" i, e. who shall not reject 
him, for the Lord hath declared that " the 
nation and kingdom that will not serve thee 
shall perish — shall utterly be wasted!" 

Same chapter. — No lion shall be there, 
nor any ■ravenous beast shall go up 
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thereon, it shall hot be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 

It is hardly necessary to observe that by the 
lion and ravenooB beast, is signified the spirit 
of tmlence. Sic. in opposition to the spiiit of 
Christiamty, which is tatekmsi and love. 

(Continued.) And the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads! They shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away 1'* ■ 

Isaiah xxxii. 1—3, 13—20. — Behold a 
ISng shall reign in righteousness, and 
princes shall rule in judgment. And 
a man shall be as a hiding-place from 
the wind, (i. e. wrath of God,) and a 
covert from the tempest ; as rivers of 
waters in a dry place, as the shadow 
of a great rock in a weary land ! 

There is a remarkable resemblance between 
these predictions of the prophet Isaiah, and 
the whole of the 32nd Psalm of David. 
Directly allading to the Messiah, the former 
says, " And a man shaU he as a Au^'ng-place," 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



42 THE DmWITT OP 

Sec. tkelfttta: addnMsbg 4li« Snpnmc' Being, 
uses the samenzpceesioD-^" Tkou art my hidiag- 
place." 

^Mh' tire s^akiog of the pardon tX sin, and 
of the UeiiB«diicsa of the re<kefiied. " Thtni 
shftlt oompBSB me ahoQt with songs of <fetiv«r- 
unce/'-eKol^ttiB tite Peahnist, "end the nirt- 
somed of the Lord shall return, aud oome to 
Zion -with aonga and everlaeting joy," sailh the 
Prophet. 

(Continued.) And the eyes of tiiem that 
see shall not be dim, and the ears of 
tbem that hear shall hearken, (i. e. ob- 
tiun a saving knowledge and perception.) 

: lypim the-U'iid of my people bI^I cmicie 
' iipthi>Hi8''and h^lat^ ; yea, upon all 
tbe bouSfea of jOy iii the joyoui city ; 
because the palaces ^ball be ^ifsaken. 
The multitade of the city shall be left ; 
the forts and towers shall be Tot dens 
for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture 
of flocks. 
The Aadittiim of Jehuuclem foret^. 

Until the ^irit be poured upon us from 
on high, and the wilderness be a fruit- 
fiil field, and the fruitful field be 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



TWS HESSIAH. 43 

Goaated a forest. Then juAgmetA 
shall dwell in the wilderness, and 
Hghteotumss remain in the ' ' 'finritftd 
field. And the work of right^utness 
shall be peace, and the effect of righ- 
teoumess, quietness and assurance fot 
evert And my people shall dwell 
in a peac^l habitation, and >n sure 
dwelltogfr, and in quiet reibtiBg-idaees, 
when it shall iml, coming down on 
the forest, and the city shall be low 
in a low place. 

The prophet offers many intereeting Bubjects 
of coatemplfttion in this chapter; first, the 
comingof die pronuBed king, the Meffiiab, who 
should be a Tock of «aIvUion and of refiige 
fnwQ God's wrath. That thb rerebtioD of the 
righteoas King should be both seen and under- 
stood: but tt» this is expressed in a manner 
implying that »ome wonld not see and under- 
stand, we inimediatelj, in the verse follomng, 
receive an intimation of the consequences of 
this spiritual blindness, viz. : the desolation 
which should come upon the unbelieving Jews. 
Lastly, the restoration of that people, and the 
consequent blessedness of their state, who 
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should drink of these waters of salvation, thus 
poetically expreBsed, viz. : 

Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, 
that send forth thither the feet of the 
ox and ass. 

Isaiah lix. 16^21. — And He saw that 
there was no man, and wondered that 
iiiere was no intercessor; therefore 
ISs arm broug^ht salvation unto Him, 
and His righteousness it sustained Him/ 
For He put on righteousness as a 
breastplate, and a helmet of salvation 
upon His head ; and He .put on the 
garments of vengeance for clothing, 
and was clad with zeal as with a 
cloak. According to their d^ds, ac- 
cordingly He will repay, fury to His 
adversaries, recompense to His enemies ; 
to the islands He will repay recom- 
pense. So shall they fear the name 
of the Lord from the west, and 
His glory from the rising of the 
sun. When the enemy shall come 
in, like a flood, the Spirit of the 
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Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him. 
And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, 
and unto them that turn from trans- 
gression in Jacob, saith the Lord! 
As for me, this is my covenant with 
them, saith the Lord ; my Spirit that 
is upon thee, and my words which / 
have put in thy mouth, shall not de- 
part out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the 
Lord, from henceforth and for ever ; < t 

The Jewish Rabbins termed the Messiah a 
middle man, or mediator. (Pool.) 

Zechariah ix. 9, 10. — 518 years B. C. 
— Rgoice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem ! Be- 
hold, thy King, cometh unto thee! 
He is just, and having salvation ; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a 
eolt the foal of an ass ! 

. How exactiy thia exhibits the mode of Christ's 
public entry into Jerusalem ! And how per- 
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te^y is nniaOQ witb his meek and humble 
character > 

(Continued.) And I will cut off Uie 
chariot from Ephraim. and the horse 
from Jerusalem, and the battle bow 
shall be cut off! And I^ sfaall 
spe'ak peace unto the Heathen ; and 

. His dominion shall be from sea even 
to sea, and from the river even unto the 
ends of the earth! 

Ibid. 11, 12, 16, 17.— AsforrAecalso, 
by the blood of tht covenant I 
have sent forth Thy prisoners out of 
the pit, &c. 
Meaning the captives of Death and of Sin. 

And the Lord their God shall save them in 
that day, as the Jlock of His people; 
for they shall be as the stones of a 
crown, lifted up as an ensign upon 
His land." 

In the former part of this prophecy, salvation 
is ascribed to the King, who is represented as 
entering Jemsalmi riding meekly upon an ass. 

In 1^ latter part,-the pro{^t auwts,. Hut 
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" Thq X^nf t^etr God shall taoe them io tkat 
day!" 

In the preceding prophecy by Isaiah, the 
Almighty declares the covenant of redemption 
to he HU. But the prophet Zechariah, speak- 
ing of the same covenant, declares it to be the 
covenant of the Metsiahl " As for thee," ateo, 
(who shall apeak peace to the heathen, and whose 
dominion shall be from tea to tea, &c.) " By the 
blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy pri- 
soners out of the pit r Lastly, the evangelical 
laaiah, plainly rereois to ns the advent of the 
Incarnate God:. " And it shall be said in that 
day," (the day of His appearance on earth, in 
the mannei already deacribed by Zechariah,) 
" Lo, this is our God, we have waited for him, 
and he will save ws ,' /" 

(Continued.) For how great is His 
goodness, and how great is His 
beauty; corn shall make the young 
men cheerful, and new wine the 
m£uds. 

Spiritual blesBings are here figuratirely re- 
presented by com and wine. 

Zechariah, 14th chapter, 8th and 9th 
verses. — '* And it shall be in that day. 
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that livmg waters shall go out from 
Jerusalem; half of them toward the 
former sea, and half of them toward 
the hinder sea. In summer and in 
win/er shall it be I And the Lord 
shall be King over all the earth. In 
that day shall there be one Lord, and 
His name one. 

It is erident that by " living waters " is 
signified the Oospel of life, which was revealed 
first in Jerusalem, and which spread thence 
over all the world, and continues to present us 
with an unceasing stream of knowledge, of 
mercy and of grace. 

Isaiah, Iv. — Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money ; come ye, buy and 
eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk, 
without money and without price 1 
Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread? And your labour 
for that which satisfieth not ? Hearken 
diligently unto Me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your soul de- 
light itself in fatness. 
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Again, under ametaphor, are temporal bless- 
ings put for spiritual. The grace of God, and 
forgiveness of sin, are freely offered to all man- 
kind by Christ. The succeeding verses will 
render this interpretation obviously correct : 
" Man doth not live by bread alone, bat by 
every word that proceedetb out of the mouth of 
God." (Matt. iv. 4.) 

(Continued.) Incline your ear, and 
come unto me; hear and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an ever- 
lasting covenant with you, even the 
sure mercies of David ! Behold, I 
have given Him for a witness to the 
people, a Leader and Commander to 
the people t Behold, thou shalt call 
a nation that thou knowest not, and 
nations that knew not thee shall run 
unto thee, because of the Lord thy 
God, and for the Holy One of Israel ; 
for he hath glorified thee ! Let the 
wicked man forsake his way and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return unto the Lord and He 
will have mercy on him ; and to our 
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God for he will abimdantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not as your 
thoughts, neither are your ways viy 
ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are Iiigher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as the rain cometh down and the 
enow from heaven, and retumethnot 
thither, but watereth the earth and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, Uiat it 
may give seed to the sower and bread 
to the eater ; so shall my word be, 
that goeth forth out of my mouth ; 
it shall not return unto me void, but 
it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing where- 
unto I sent it. For ye shall go out 
with joy, and be led forth with jpeace. 
The mountains and the hills shall 
break forUi before you into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands! Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the fir-tree, and instead 
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of the briar shall come up the myrtle- 
tree ; and it shall be to the Lord for 
a name, for an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off! 
In the foregoiBg <^aptw, Chriat calleth on 
fallen man to knoir the end for which God 
created him, viz. : fw God's gloiy — bidding 
him labour for that which is really worthy of 
toil, " the meat which perisheth not," i. e. 
everlasting life ; entreateth him to Tepent of 
and forsake sin, and to enter into hit covenant 
of mercy, which Bboold eventually lead to 
peace and happiness ! The chapter concludes 
with a metaphorical picture of the future flou- 
riehing condition of the church. By referring 
to the 4th chapter of St. Luke's gospel, it will 
be seen that the following words of the pro- 
phet are the same with which Jesus Christ 
commenped his first sermon af^ his baptism. 

Isaiah Ixi. — -The Sj^rit of the I^rrd is 
upon me ; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto 
the meek. He bath sent me to bind up 
the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound, 
(i. e. ' boufid by the chain of their sins.') 
d2 
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. To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
GoA, (i.e.. a future jtidgment.^ To com- 
fort all that mourn. To appoint unto 
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil oi joy 
for mourning, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness ; that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, that he might 
be glorified ! And they shall build the 
old wastes, they shall raise the former 
desolations, and they shall repair the* 
waste cities, the desolations of many 
generations. And strangers shall stand 
and feed your flocks, and the sons of 
the alien shall be your ploughmen 
and your vinedressers. 

The church of God being often represented 
as a vineyard, a fold, &c, we must understand 
this prophetic of the priests, who sHould be 
BUpphed by oatdons that were originaHt/ " aliens 
to the commonwealth of Israel," and " strangers 
to God." 

(Continued.) But ye shall be named the 
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priests of the Lord. Men shall call 
you the ministers of our God. Ye 
shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, 
and in their glory ye shall boast your- 
selres. 

Predicting the advantage derived by the 
church, from the accessioo of the heathen na- 
tions. 

(Continued.) For your shame ye shall 
have double, and for your confusion 
they shall rejoice in your portion. 
(viz. : The church shall have ample com- 
pmsation for all her shame and suffer- 
ings^ Therefore in their land shall 

• they possess the double. Everlasting 
Joy shall be iinta them ! For I the 
Lord love judgment* I hate robbery 
for burnt offerings ; and I will direct 
their work in truth, and I will make 
lui everlasting covenatU with them. 

The word everlasting is used in contradis- 
tinction to the temporaty nature of the old 
covenant. 

(Continue.) And their seed shall be 
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known among the Gentles, and their 
offspring lunong the people. All that 
see them shall acknowledge tiiat they 
are the sad which the Lard hath 
blessed. 

A direct allusion to the promise made to 
Abraham, 

(Continued.) I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord ; my soul shall be joyful in my 
God; for He hath clothed me with 
the garments of salvation. He hath co- 
vered me with the Tohe oi righteoitsness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with 
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 
herself with her jewels : for as the 
earth foringeth forth her bud, and as 
the garden oauseth the things that are 
sown in it to spring forth, so the Lord 
God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring forth before all the nations ! 

Isaiah Ixii. 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12.— For 

Zion's sake I will not hold my peace, 
and for Jerusalem's sake 1 will not 
rest until the righteousness thereof go 
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forth as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth 1 And 
the Gentiles shall see Thy righteous- 
ness, and all king^ Thy glory ; Euid 
thou shalt be called by a new name, 
which the mouth of the Lord shall 
name. Thou shall be a crown of 
glory in the hand of the Lord, and a 
royal diadem in the hand of thy God ! 
Go through, go through the gates! 
prepare ye the way of the people ! 
Cast up, cast up the highway ; gather 
out the stones ; lift up a standard to 
the people ! Behold the Lord hath 
proclaimed unto the end of the world: 
say ye to the daughter of Zion, ' Be- 
hold my salvation cometb ! Behold, 
His reward is with Him and his work 
before Him ! and they shall call them 
the redeemed of the Lord:^ aiid thou 
shalt be called ' Sought out:' — *a 
city not forsaken.' 

Isaiah lii. 13, 14. — ^-Behold, my ser- 
vant shall deal prudently : He shall 
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be exalted and extolled, and be very 
high ! As many were astonished at Thee i 
His visage was so marred more dian 
any man, and His form more than the 
sons of men I 

The prophet preparing the world for a spi- 
ritual Saviour, tells beforehand of the humble 
appearance Christ should assiune. The body 
of ChriBt was worn with fasting and self-deaial, 
and, as the prophet expresses it, was "marred" 
by cruel scourgings, biddings, crowning of 
thorns, was racked upon a cross, and pierced 
with a spear! Well indeed might " many be 
astonished" at such a display of humility and 
tore ; and well doth he who could exhibit 
them deserve to b? highly praised, and to be 
highly exalted ! 

Daniel ix. 24.— 538 yearsB.C. — Seventy 
weeks are determined upon thy people 
and upon thy holy city, to Jimsh the 
transgression and to make an end of sins^ 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, 
and to seal up the vision and prophecy, 
and to anoint the Most Holy! 
The first portion of this prophecy has a re- 
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feience to the time of ChriBt'a a^ipearaiice on 
earth, for the underBtanding of which the reader 
may consult the Dissertation on the Prophecies 
by Bishop MewtoD. 

Bttt the principal sabject of the text is given 
in language bo explicit, that it is ahuost an 
affront to the common sense of the reader 
to offer an explanation. Nevertheless, I can 
not resist the indinatioa to chiim his particular 
notice of so dear an affirmation of the great 
Christian doctrine of atonement, and of the 
divine nature of the Being, by whom it has 
been made. On this important point, at least, 
it must be acknowledged tliat no particle <^ 
mystery can be discovered. 

Haggai ii. 6, 7, 9.— 620 years B. C— For 
thus saith the Lord of Hosts, Yet once 
— it is a little while, and I witi shake 
the heavens and the earth, and the 
sea and the dry land, and I will shake 
all nations, and the desire of all na- 
tions shall come; and I will fill this 
house (i. e. the Temple) with glory, 
saith the Lord of Hosts I The glory 
of this latter house shall be greater 
than of the former, saith the Lord of 
D 5 
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Hosts ; and in this place will I give 
peace, saith thfe Lord of Hosts. 

Id this prophecy, the Jews receive a plain 
declaration from God, that the promised " seed," 
the " desire of all nations," should come t9 
the temple^ which they, on their return from 
the Babylonish captivity, were then rebuilding. 
That temple has now been destroyed for a 
period of nearly eighteen hundred years ! unless 
the Messiah, to whom, according to the Tat- 
mud,* (see Pool,) all the prophecies rented, 
appeared in this second temple, ihe prophecy of 
Haggai must be false ; but " saith Jesus unto 
them, did' ye never read in Uie Scriptures the 
stone which the builders rejected, the same is 
becot»e the htadofthe corner ; this is the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ?" (St. 
John, 32nd chapter, 42nd verse.) 



The mass of prophecy we have now perused, 
all relating to the one great object, man's re- 
demption, might induce the supposition, that 
we had obtained a sufficient developement of 
this Messed purpose which has been gradually 
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ripesiag and expanding itself fvOm die' period 
of the " {a31," to the ooming of the Messiah. 

We have be^ told by the fwophets, agei be- 
fore His appearance, of the precise time when 
the Redeemer should come — of the fmmlif 
from which He should descend — of the tcon- 
derful nature of Hit birth — of the condition of 
Hit family at that period — of the slaughter of 
the children in the city wherein He should be 
bom — of the name of that citif~-o( His retura 
fiom ^ypt, whither He should fly for safety 
— of bis resemblance to Moeee — of His appear- 
ance in the second temple— of the peculiar 
manner of His public entrance into Jerusalem 
— a mode so unlike the general, I may say, 
universal style of kings; but, at the same 
time, one that most exactly harmonized with 
the predicted and actual character of Jesus 
Christ — of His miraculous cures of the bUnd, 
the lame, the deaf, and the dumb, and of His 
preaching the Gospel to the poor! To these 
characteristics of tiie Messiah, the Jews most 
obstinately shut their eyes ; but thus directed, 
we, who have less excuse for such prejudices, 
might well imagine that nothing more were 
necessary to convince na (^ the promised Sa- 
viour's advent, but to turn to those pages 
wherein these extraordinary things are said to 
have been accomplished, and judge at onc« 
for ourselves between the wonderful predictum 
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and t^ mait. Bat the voice of prophecy i» 
not yet sUesfr. In compasuon to the s[Hhtiial 
bUndnets, and to the disinclination men feel 
towards Uiis subject) a still more p^ect reve<- 
lation is yet in stwe, and ready to sSerd aik 
olet^ a view of the Saviour aa human reaa<»i, 
without absolute violence, is capable of receiv' 
ing. Before we turn from the prophecies 
already noticedi it will be advantageous to re>- 
mark the perfect agreement between them, and 
the awful occaaion on which the first prediction 
was uttered. This agreement will display the 
indissoluble connexion between the "fall of 
man," and the udcenl of the Messiah: and \nU 
satisfactorily ex[^in the cause for that constant 
recurrence, in the prophecies, to the terms 
" salvation," " righteousness," " holiness," 
" peace," and " redemption," so applicable 
to the purposes for which the Messiah came 
into the world, and for which He died. This 
connexion stamps the whole scheme of revela- 
tion with an unity of design so grand, so sim- 
ple, and so adapted to its end, that the Chris- 
tian philosopher recognizes, at one glance, the 
wisdom, power, and the goodness of the great 
Contriver. It is observable that the sceptici 
in questioning the truth of revelation doth, 
nevertheless, yield a willmg assent to the moral 
relation between man and man, the beneficial 
effects of which -are so irretisubly forced upoQ 
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oar QOtioe, for the rewwdB. and peaahiH, 
aUendant upon Tiitne and vice aie ezpoBod to 
daily experience. 

But the relatiim between tiMm and his Creator 
does not produce- this pa^Able result ; for the 
Uesunga attendant upon the love of Qod, and 
the miseries attoodant upon sin, embrace too 
wide a sphere for a merely probationary state ; 
othenriae the trials and afflietioos of the pious 
might be mistaken for the anger of God ; and, 
oa the other hand, successful wickedness, and 
tempore prosperity, be looked upon as marks 
of His approbation. The harmony subsisting 
by the aid of morality, . between ereature and 
creature, is repaid with interest by its natural 
result, in a manner obtmaive to our senses. 
Whereas the spiritual intercourse between th^ 
creature and Creator in a gteat measure eludes 
direct observation ; the one having its most 
obvious relaticm to time — the other to tteraity. 
The heathen know not God ; but by many of 
them a valutdile, but imperfect system of mo- 
rality was truly practised and appreciated. 
Temporal things, by her aid, are so conveniently 
carried on, she tacitly allovrs so many things, 
as some interpreters declare, that accord with 
our evil nature, that it is not surprtBing if virtve, 
a word 80 variouily defined, should be substi- 
4uted for, and often confounded wil^ religion. 
The word sin, according to the Chriitian's 
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aeeeptation, bas a meaning of frightftil magni- 
tude ; the injury it occaikKU between man and 
man is, in comparison, as nothing to the dread* 
fill . breach it makes between man and God. 
He who only considere sin as injurious to 
aodety, may weU feel inoapable of perceiving 
the necessity of a Redeemer — upon him the 
foness I hafe described must be quite thrown 
away — nor is this strange. The fall of man 
has 80 completely br<^en the bond of union 
between the creature and the Creator, that the 
former has little sense left of the necessity for 
this relation, or if he do possess any, it is merely 
enou^ to trouble and torment him ! Now, 
when we leflect on our existence, on its enjoy- 
ntents, its woDderinl faculties and powers, »id 
the numerous intemts by which it is endeared ; 
when we consider that all these benefits mi^ 
hare been easily conferred on a worthier object, 
does not our indi^otition to become acquainted 
with the Giver, and to love and serve Him 
tohen discovered, mark a most gross and ludeous 
defect in our nature? Would not an eager 
desire, from the very dawn of our reascHi, 
spring forth to know wko it is that adorns m 
with the superiority we poeiees over the stones 
upon which we tread ? For who can qnestioB 
the Almighty's pow«r to raise yrom the tejueleu 
clod a glorious creature, that would yield him 
boundksB gratitude? And when this discovery 
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wete jaiade, wo«ld not the fint impulse of the 
mind .aod heart be, to m«ke the Creator't will 
the grand principle of om lures— to know and 
to obey it, our noUett piirilege, our highest 
ambiticHi, our richest .potdoa and enjoyment 1 
Would not, if all were right within us, ow 
dtief deh^t arise from a sense of His gkoioua 
favowr and approbation, and the.entire sorrender 
to Him of all our faculties? Now, let any 
human bang, nay more, let one vAna stands 
among his fellow-creatures pTe-emiieatbf re- 
markable for virtue and btaevoSence, ask his 
own heart whether this most reasonable service, 
of lore and obedience to his Maker, be on* 
that he is either deiireui or capable of paying 1 
Surely he wiD answer — no ! Of this myste- 
rioos outrage, then, to reason, for such this 
strange enmity between God and man must be 
deemed, where can we lotA for a solution! 
Where, but to the only rerdation of the divine 
will ? This sacred oracle clears up the difficulty 
at once. There we shalLleam why, instead of 
adoring, man looks upon his Creator as as 
offended being, to whom there can be no ap> 
proach but through the medium of an expia- 
tory ofiering. This will tell us why that, in 
AsKi, Europe, Aiiica, and Am^ioa, from time 
immemorial, beattt and even men have been 
slain to appease the Almighty's wrath, and 
propitiate Has &TOur I 
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From the sKcred record we shall leant that 
the parests of the human race wheb ia a state 
of purity and iadependence, having traas- 
greased the dirine will, in the face of a warning 
and a cune, entailed upon their posterity a 
^sinclination to kamo, to love, and to serve 
their God. Here is the root of all that disorders 
man both individually and sociatly^4his is sin ! 
This is the cause of those expiatory offerings 
which have blazed in all the quarters of our 
polluted globe ! The law of the Creator must 
be obeyed ; sin nuist have its puoishment, or 
the holiness and justice of the Supreme are 
Dot inviolate ! AVho is there ainong men, pure 
enough to obey the first — who is there worthy 
to be an offering for the second ? 

This, reader, is the main subject of pro- 
phecy ; therein we see the advent of the Incar- 
nate God, " whose goings forth have been from 
ofold,from everlasting !" This ia the " Man" 

WHO " SHALL BE A HIDING-PLACE" frOm 

the fearful wrath of an offended God ; the 
voluntary shedding of whose precious, blood, 
for the sake of Hia enemies, magnified the holy 
law which He so perfectly fulfilled ! To the par- 
ticulars of this wonderful sacrifice, minutely 
described many hundred years before it was 
offered, and to the full revelation of the nature 
and glorious extent of the Messiah's kingdom, 
as ^ven in the pages which comprise the next 
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portioD of the subject, yoar derout atteation it 
moat earnestly recommended ; but ere you turn 
to them, permit me to raniad you that the 
Holy Scnptures^ in declariug to ua the nature 
c^ Christt do Dot proieaa to unrarel that mys* 
teiy, but merely atate it aa an absolute truth, 
a fact which the eridence of their own authen' 
ticity, and the credibiUty of so many disin- 
terested witnesses command us gratefully td 
receive. Doubtless we are not required to aban- 
doQ the exercise of reesoa in the investigatioo 
(^ religion, but rather to restrain and direct it 
to proper objects, such as come fully within 
the reach of its capacity. For instance, reason 
is perfecUy cwnpetent to examine the grounds 
upon whi<^ the veracity of the Bible rests ; we 
^e fully equal to investigate the character of 
those circumstances which it presents to our 
notice, and to determine whether such things 
could have been the effect i^ mere human ctm' 
bivance. 

How pati«n%, and faosv laboriously, do tow 
iendeavour to penetrate the mysteries of matter 
and (^spint. How readily do they receive the 
faint rays of Bcienca which illumine the path to 
riches, to pleature, and to famei — Attended 
with such alluring prospects, difficulty aervefl . 
but to give a keenness to inquiry ; and disco- 
veries involving questions of impervious dark- 
ness, are then, indeed, most eagerly csibntced. 
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Do not both mind and body present obstadea 
to oar intelligHice, and that, too, on p<»nta 
whereon it would be .deemed abwdutdy ridicu' 
loui to entertain a doabt 1 It most be apparent 
to every thinking persm that rtason compels as 
to owenf tomanythii^she cannot con^peAend; 
end 'dctiog apon that aatent we are abunfUottlif 
nwarded — Meligion asks no more. But, alas 1 
fi<om revelation is sought a clannesB of eluci- 
dation whioh is denied by the most -simple 
object in natnie we can contemplate ; for not- 
withstanding all tmr confidence in what is con- 
sidered proof, with respect to acience, systems 
of i^iloBOphy succeed, each other like passing 
clonds ! What certainty ia Uiere that the opi- 
nions of to-day diall not give place to otb«» 
more ingenioasly maintained to-morrow? And 
shall we debase ibe evidences of Scripture I^ a 
comparison with those oi phUoeophy, fabely to 
termed? To do so were to place the wit of man 
into the balance witb the wisdom and power of 
God. That mighty con^ination has sappUed 
US in prophecy with ffnw^,' in the work of 
revelation, (tf divine agency, which the faculties 
of the most highly gifted mwt^ could never 
ehcit from science. The profdietic history of 
naticKis and of individuals ccKitained in the 
Bible, (if perused with the reverent attenti<m 
such a subject should obtain,) will yield a 
d^ree of evidence far stirpasaiog. in my esti- 
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mation, eren the sacred teBtimony afibided by 
the blood of martyn and the breath of saiuts. 
How utterly iiuigQificant must all other test!- 
mooy appear when compared to this ! Well, 
indeed, might the heavenly Jesus declare that 
" If men believe not Moses and the prophet*, 
neitho* will they believe (me thougk he rotejrom 
the dead!" — If snch evidence as prophecy af- 
fords avail not to convince man that the Scrip* 
tnres are the work of the Holy Spirit, then it is 
obvions that ittfidelittf ia opposed to commmt 
sense. Nay, to r^ect proofs so stupendous un- 
der the 8Uppostti(»i that they ttua/ be false, is to 
be gnil^ of a degree of creduUty that would 
ezdte contempt at the lowest of human triba- 
nals : how then can it be supposed that excuses 
so insulting to reoelatioit, aa well as to reason, 
might prove avaihng at the bar of God I 
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PART n. 



Zechariah, xiii. 7. — 587 years B. G.— 
Awake, O sword, against my Shep- 
herd, and against the man that is 
my fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts ; 
smite the shepherd and the sheep shall 
be scattered, and I will turn my hand 
upon the little ones ! 
St. John's Gospel, 10th chapter, llth verse. — 
I am the good Shepherd. The good shepherd 
giveth his Ufe for the sheep ! — Ezekiel, 34th 
chapter. Slat verse — And ye my fiotk, tkejiock 
of my pasture, are tdcd, and / am your God, 
saith the Lord God. 

These verses from the two prophets and the 
apoBtJe St. John, have a most perfect corres- 
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poadence. In the first the MeaBiah is ap- 
pointed to be slain, and he is termed " a Shep- 
herd," and the " fellow " of God (i. e. the 
equal.) In the verse from the Evangelist, 
Jesus Christ applies this word " Shepherd" to 
Himself, and in the text from Ezekiel it is as- 
sumed by God ! 

Daniel, ixr. 26.-538 years B. C— And 
after three score and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off; but not for Him- 
self! 
Isaiah, liii. 1, 2, 3. — 712 years B. C— 
Who hath believed our rcpori, and to 
whom is the arm of the Lord re- 
vealed ?-T-For He shall grow up be- 
fore Him as a tender plant, and as 
a root out of a dry ground ; He hath 
no form nor comeliness, and when we 
shall see him, there is no beauty that 
we should desire Him ! — 
On this pathetic exclamation of the prophet^ 
who foresaw that the Jews would rf^ect so 
humble a Messiah, I shall quote the words of 
a celebrated convert to Christiaiiity, the once 
profiigate Earl of Rochester — " The meanness 
of Christ's appearance and person, has made 
vain and foolish persons disparage Him, be- 
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cause He came not in tuch a fooVt coat as 
they delight ia!"— (5«r Bishop Burnelt'i Life 
of Rochester, page 85.) 

Isaiah, same chapter. — He is despised 
and r^ected of men ! a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief, and 
we hid as it were, our feces from 
Him! He was despised, and we es- 
teemed him not i 

Zechariah, xi. 10, II. — 587 years B, 
C. — And I took my staff even beauty, 
and cut it asunder, that I might break 
my covenant which I had made with all 
the people, and it was broken in that 
day ; and so the poor of the flock that 
waited on me knew that it was the 
word of the Lord ! 

Psalms of David, xl. 6— 10.— 1000 
years B. C. — Sacrifice and offering 
thou didst not desire. Afine ears hast 
thou opened. Burnt offering and sacri- 
fice for sin hast thou not required I — 

Saint Paul on this text observes, " For it is 
not possiUe that the blood of bulls and of 
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goats shotild teke away sins," — (Hebrewa, 
lOth chapter, 4th verse.) These sacriiices 
were the typei and shadows only of the sacrifice 
of Christ, the shedding of whose blood they 
prefigured. 

(Contimied.) Then, said I, \o, I come I 
In the volume of the Book, it is written 
of me; I delight to do thy will, 
my God ; I have preached righteouS' 
ness in the great Congregation ; lo, 
I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, 
thou knowest 1 have not hid thy 
righteousness within my heart,-! have 
declared thy faithfulness and 7%y 
salvation; I have not concealed Thy 
loving-kindness, and Thy truth from 
the great congregation ! 

When Jesus Christ was brought before the 
Jewish council, the High Priest asked him of 
His doctrine, to which Jesus made the following 
reply, "T spake openly to the world; I ever 
taught in the temple, whither the Jews always 
resort, and in secret have I said nothing!" 

(See Saint John 18th chapter, and 20th 
verse.) 

Zechariah xi. 12, 13.— 587 years B. C. 
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— And I said unto them, — ' If ye 

think good, Give me my price ; and if 

not, forbear.' So they weighed for 

my price thirty pieces of silver! 

" Then one of the twelve, (26t]i chapter of 

St. Matthew, 14th and 15th verses,) called 

Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 

and said unto them, 'what. will ye give me, 

and I will dehver Him unto you '* And they 

covenanted with him for thirty pieces of 

silver!" 

(CoTOinned,) And the Lord said unto 
me, 'Cast it unto the potter;' a 
goodly price that I was prised at of 
them ! And I took the thirty pieces 
of silver and cast them to the potter, 
in the house of the Lord. 
St. Matthew, 37th, chapter, 5th, 6th, and 
7th verses — " And he cast down the pieces of 
silver in the temple, and went and hanged him- 
self. And the chief priests took the stiver 
pieces and said, it is not lawful for to put 
them into the treasury because it is the price of 
bl(i0d; and they took counsel and bought with 
them the potter's field, to bury strangers in !" 
Observe the astonishing minuteness of this 
prophecy, and the exactness of its accom- 
plishment ! 
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Psalm ii. I, 2.— 1000 years B. C- 
Why do the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine a vain thing? The 
kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together 
against the Lord and (gainst his 



Acts of the Apostles, 4th chapter, 27th v 
" For of a truth against thy Holy Child, Jesus, 
whom thou bast anointed, both Herod and Pon- 
tius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people 
of Israel were gathered together." Added to 
these also w«% the greater part of the Roman 
emperors to the reign of Constantine ! 

Isaiah liii. 6, 7. — 712 years B. C— 
Surely He hath borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows ; yet we did 
esteem Him stricken, smitten of God 
and afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgreasims. He was bruised 
for our imquities! The chastisemefit 
of our peace was upon Him ; and 
with his stripes we are healed! All we, 
like sheep, have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own 
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way ; and the Lord hath laid on ifim 
the in^uUtf of us all ! ! 
He was ■'tppnsted and He was qffOeted, 
yet he opened not his mouth. He 
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers, 
is dumb so He openeth not his mouth * ' 

St. Mark, 14th chapter, 60th and part of 
6Ut reree — " And the high priest stood up in 
the midst and asked Jesus, saying, ' Amwerest 
thou nothing ? What is it which these witness 
' against Thee V But he held his peace and an- 
avered nothing!'^ 

Isaiah li. 5, 6, 7.— The Lord God hath 
opened mine ear, and I was not re- 
bellious ; neither turned away back ! 
/ gave my back to the smiters, and my 
cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair ; / kid not my face from shame 
sad spitting! 

■ St. Matthew's Gospel, 26th chapter, 67th 
and 68th verses — " Then did they spit in bis 
face and buffetted Him ; and ottttsa ubote him 
with the palms of th^ hands, 'sayii^ unto Him, 
' Prt^e^ uoto ua, thou Chmt, ,wbo is he 
tltat BmQte Tbce ^"' 

k2 
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Isaiah liii. 8. — He was taken from pri- 
son and from judgment and who 
shall declare his generation ? For 
He was cut off out of the land of 
the living : for the transgresaon of 
my people was He stricken ! 

Psalm' xxii. — 1000 years B. C. — My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me ? 

St. Matthew, 26th chapter, 46th verse— 
" And about the ointh hour, Jeaus cried with 
a loud voice, ' My God, my God, why hast 
Thou forsaken me V" 

(Continued.) But I am a worm and no 
man ; a reproach of men and despised 
of the people ! All they that see 
me, laugh me to scorn. They shoot 
outthe lip; tkeif shake the head, say- 
ing, ' He trusted in the Lord that he 
would deliver Him', seeing He de- 
Hghteth in him ! 

- St. Matthew, 27th chapter, from the 39th 
, to 46th verses — " And they that passed by re- 
viled him, wagging their heads : likewise also 
the cbief priests mocking Him, with the scribes 
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and elders said, ' He trusted in God — let Him 
deliver Him now, if he will have Him : for He 
said, " 1 am the Son of God!' " The thieves 
also which were crucified with Him cast the 
same in his teeth." 

(Continued.) I am poured out like 

water, and all my bonet are out of 

joint ! My heart is like wax ; it is 

melted within me ; my strength is 

dried up like a potsherd, and mtf 

tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and Thou 

hast brought me into the dust of 

death 1 for dogs have compassed me ; 

th^ pierced my hands and my feet ! 

I may tell all my bones ! 

Consider what a perfect description of the 

death of Christ — stretched out on the cross 

whereon He was nailed through the hands and 

feet: such must hare been his sufferings! This, 

too, was a Roman, and not a Jewish punish- 

ment ! 

(Continued.) They look and stare on 

mel 
Psalm Ixix. 21. — They gave me also 
gall for my meat, and in my thirst 
tha/ gave me vinegar to drink ! 
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St. Matthew. 27tli chapter, 48th i 
" And straightway one of them (i. e. the so^ 
dierti 23rd Luke) ran and took a sponge, and 
SUed it with vinegar, and pat it on a ned, and 
gave him to drink ! 

Psalm xxii. 18.— ^Theyjwir/ my garments 
among tkem, and cast lots mpsn my 
vesture ! 

St. John, t9th chapter, 23rd and 24th verses 
— " Then the aoldieis, when they had crdci6ed 
Jesus, took hi% garments and made four parts, 
to every soldier apart; and also his coat. Now 
the coat was without seam, woven ft'om the top 
throughout : they said, therefiHe, among them- 
selves, ' Lei ui not read it, but cast tots for it, 
whose it shall be !" 

Psaltn xxxiv. 2,0. — He keepeth all his 
bones notomqf them is broken. 
St. John, 19th chapter, 32nd and 33id vemeti 
—" Then came the soldiers and brdke the legs 
of tkejirst and of the other, 'khich was crucified 
- with Him ; but when they came to Jesua and 
saw that he was dead already, they break net 
his legs !" It has been observed before that the 
Jewish sacrifices prefigured the sacrifice of 
Chriet : in confirmation of this assertion, is the 
minuteness of the resemblance in the particular 
mentioned above (that fUme t^ " his bones " 
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^Kntld " be brohtH ") to the Pawhal Lamb, of 
which it was expresily commanded, " Neither 
shall ye break a bone thereof" — Exodus, 12tb 
chapter and 46th rarse. {ChHit's death took 
phtce at the period of the paschal sacri&ce.) 
Isaiah liii. 9. — And He made His 

grave with the wicked and with the 

rich in his death; — 

St. Matthew, 27th chapter, 56th, 67tb. 
fi9th, and €Oth verses — " When the even was 
come, there came a rich man of Arimathea, 
named Joseph, who also was Jesus' disciple, 
and begged the body of Jesus. Th«i Pilate 
commanded the body to be delivered. And 
when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped 
it in a clean linen do^, and laid it in his own 
new tomb, vihiah he had hewn out of the rock ; 
and he tolled a ff«a.t stone to the door of the 
sepulchre and departed. 
(Continued.) Becaute He had done no 

violence neither was any deceit in his 

mouth. 



St. Matthew, 27th chapter, 24th 
" When Pilate saw that he could prevail no- 
thing, but that rather a tumult was made, he 
took water and washed his hands before the mul- 
titude, saying I am innocent of the blood of this 
Just Pebson— see ye to it !"— Added to this 
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testimony, given ia a manner so remaikable, 
by His judge, the captain of the guard who at- 
tended the execution, was converted, together 
with one of the fellnw-tufferers with Christ, (See 
St. Luke 23rd chapter, and St. Matthew 27th,) 
And t/ie disciple by whom he was betrayed threw 
down the reward of iniquity, acknowledged 
Christ's innocence, and, unable to endure his 
remorse, rushed out of the temple and slew 
himself! It is worthy of notice that both Herod 
and Ponttos Pilate were cut off in the prime of 
life — the former by a most extraordinary and 
horrible disease, the latter by his own bands ! 
— For these facts see Josephus Antiq. 

Ibid. liii. 10. — Yet it pleased the Lord 
to bruise Him, He hath put Him to 
grief! when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin. He shall see his seed 
— He shall prolong his days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
his hand. (11.) He shall see of the 
travel of his soul, and shall be satis- 
fied ! By His knowledge shall my 
righteous Servant justify many for He 
shall bear their iniquities / (12.) There- 
fore will I divide Him a portion with 
the great, and He shall divide the 
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spoil with the strong, because He 
hath poured out his soul unto deaths 
and He was numbered with the trans- 
gressors — and He bare the sin of many, 
and made intercession /or the trans- 
gressors. 
Psalm xvi. 10— 12.— 1000 years B. C. 
— Wherefore my heart was glad, and 
my glory rejoiced. My flesh also 
shall rest in hope. For Thou wilt 
not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt 
Thou suffer thy Holy One to see cor- 
rujttion! — Thou shalt show me the 
path of life — And at Thy right hand 
there is pleasure for evermore ! 
In the Acta of the Apostles, at the I3th 
chapter, this prophecy is thus explained,— 
" And as concerning that He raised Him (Je- 
ans) up from the dead, now no more to return to 
corruption. He (God) said on this wise, ' 1 will 
give you the sure mercies of David ;' wherefore 
he saith also, in another Psalm, ' Thou shall 
not suffer thine Holy one to see corruption ! — 
For David, after he had serred his own gene- 
ration, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his 
fathers, and saw corruption — but He whom God 
raised saw no corruption !" AUo in St. Mark's 
Ed 
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Qofipel, 16th chaptffl' — " So then aftar the Lord 

had spoken unto them. He was received up 

into Heaven, and sat at tlu right hand of 

God!" 
Of the reward given to the Messiah for His 

Buffmngs David give« the foUowing ddBcription. 

Psalm ii. 6—12.— 

Observe the caudon it contains. 

Yet have I set my King upon my holy 
hill of Sion ! I will declare the decree 
— The Lord said unto me. Thou art my 
Son; this day have I begotten Thee! Ask 
of me and I shall give Thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession. 
Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron ; Thou shalt dash them in pieces 
like a potter's vessel !— Be wise now, 
therefore, O ye kings ! Be instructed, 
ye judges of the earth! Serve the 
Lord with fear and rejoice with trem- 
bling' — Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, 
and ye perish from the way, when 
His wrath is kindled but a little ! 
Blessed are all they that put their trust 
in Him ! 
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Zecb. xiii. 6.-687 years B. C— And 
one shall say unto Htm, ' What are 
these wounds in thine kandi!' Then He 
shall answer—' Those with which I 
wa3 wounded in, the house of my 
friends !' 
The jdainest language ia uQintelHgiUe if the 

following declaration prove not the divine 

nature of Him who was " wounded " and 

" pierced." 

Zech. xii. 10. — And I will pour upon 
the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and supplications : And they 
shall look on Me whom they have 
pierced; and they shall mourn for 
Him as one mourneth for his only 
Son, and shall be in bitterness for 
W,m, as one that is in bitterness for 
his first-bom ! 

Ibid. xiii. 8, 9. — 'And it shall come to 
pass that in all the land, saith the 
Lord, two parts thereof shall be cut 
off and die ; but the third part shall 
be left therein ! And I will bring the 
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third part through the fire, -and refine 

them as silver is refined, and will try 

them as gold is tried. They shall 

call on my name, and I wit] hear 

them — I will say, ' It is my people,' 

and they shall say, ' it is my God.' 

The prophet declares the nevete afflictions 

awaiting the Jewish people for their rejection of 

the Messiah, and the trials to which the people 

of God shall be sabjected. In the first verse 

he points out to the Jews the Redeemer's blood 

under the metaphor of a fountain opened for 

sin ; in the 2nd and 3rd verses the cessation, at 

the coming of Christ, of idolatry and of the 

spirit of prophecy. 

Ibid. xii. 1. -In that day there shall be 
a fountain opened to the house of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Je- 
rusalem, for sin and for uncleanness ! 
(2.) And it shall co(ne to pass in that 
day, saith the Lord of Hosts, that I 
will cut off the names of the it&ils out 
of the land, and they shall no more 
be remembered ; and also I will cause 
the prophets and the unclean spirit to 
pass out of the land, &c. 
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This has be«n fuUy aceomplislied — the Jews 
have had do prophets, nor have they rekpeed 
into idolatry sipce the advent of Christ. The 
hiBtorical reader is well aware how fully the 
predictions of Zechariab, of Daniel, and of 
Jesus Christ, have been accomplished on this 
remarkable people. In their wars with the 
Romans alone they lost nearly two mlUona of 
persons, besides the destruction of their city, 
Jerusalem, and their dispersion over the lace of 
the earth, for a period nearly of two thousand 
years ! The Jiery trials and persecutions of 
the Christians, foretold by Zechariab, are equally 
well known to have been fulfilled. 

Isaiah Hi. 15. — 712 years B. C. — So 
shall He sprinkle many nations I The 
kings shall shut their mouths at Him ; 
for that which had not been told them 
shall they see, and that which they 
had not heard shall they consider. 

The word " sprinkle " signifies toask and 
cUame, and from the relation it bears to the 
context, which is a prediction of the Messiah's 
death, plainly refers to the expiatory effect of 
His blood, by which the world is continually 
declared to be cleansed from the pollution of 
ein. The remainder of the text asserts, that 
kings, convinced of the truth of Christ's nature 
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•ad c^Qce, shall be lererentfy silflnt before his 

word. 

Psalms xcvi.andxcvii. portions o£ — 1000 
years B. C. — O siog unto the Lord a 
new song. Sing unto the liord all tfae 
earth. Sing unto the Lord. Bless 
his name. Show forth his salvation 
from day to day. Declare his glory 
among the heathen — His wonders 
among all people. 
The Jews alone appeared to be interested in 

the old; but in the new covenant, according 

to the promise given to Abraham, "All the 

nations of the earth are blessed \" 

(Continued.) Give imtp the Lord the 
glory due unto his name; bring an 
offering and come into His courts — O, 
worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness. Fear before Hii9 all the 
earth 1 say amortg the heathen that the 
Lord reigneth I The world also shall 
be established that it shall not be 
moved. He shall judge the people 
righteously ! 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad before the Lord — For 
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He cometk — for He cometh to judge the 
earth I He shall judge the world 
with righteouraess, and the people 
with his truth I The Lord reigneth ; 
let the earth rejoice, let the multitude 
of the isles (i. e. the heathen) be glad 
thereof ! 
The heavens declare His righteousness, 
and all the people shall see His glory ! 
How ccmspicuousiy the glory of God shone 
m Jesus ChriBt ! No vain glitter to attract the 
admiration of the vulgar can be discerned in 
dther His person or His acts. He was clothed 
with the truly beautiful garb of meekness, hu- 
mility, and patience; His deeds were mercy 
and lore J 

(Continued.) Zion heard and was glad, 
and the daughters of Judah rejoiced 
because of thy judgments, O Lord — 
For thou art high above all the earth 1 
Thou art exalted far above all Gods t 
Ye that love the Lord «ce that ye hate 
evil! He preserveth the souls of his 
saints ; He deliyereth them out of the 
hand of the wicked. Light is sown 
for the righteous, and gladness for the 
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Upright in heart ! Rejoice in the 
Lord ye righteous, and give thanks 
at the remembrance of Hia holiness ! 

Isaiah Ixiii. 1—5, 8—12, 16.— 698 
years B. C. — Who is this that cometh 
from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah ? This, that is glorious in his 
apparel, travelling in the greatness of 
his strength ? I that speak in right- 
eousness — mighty to save! 

By a Bynecdoohe, Edom and Bozrah being 
enenues of the Jews, denote all the enemies of 
God's church. The prophet demands who it 
is that he sees bo splendidly 9.ti\nA, figuratively 
speaking, in garments stained with wine? 
(otherwise in his own blood and that of his 
enemies.) He is answered by the Redeemer 
in the words — " I that speak in righteousness, 
mighty to save '" The poetical propriety of the 
words Edom and Bozrah is manifest in their 
signification, the one meaning red, and the 
other a vintage. (See Pool's Annotations.) 

(Continued.) Wherefore art Thou red 
in thine apparel, and thy garments 
like him that treadeth in the wine 
fat ? I have trodden the wine press 
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alone, and of the people there was 
wme with me. For I will tread them 
in mine anger, and trample them in 
my fury; and their blood shall be 
sprinkled upon my garments, and I 
will stain all my raiment — 'For the 
day of vengeance is in my heart, and 
the year of my redeemed is come ! 
Although the office in which the Messiah 
chiefly dehghted, and that in which He first ma- 
nifested himself to the world be that of mercy, 
Hia justice absolutely requires the puniehnwnt 
of those who obstinately reject Him ; and in 
this latter character He partly revealed himself 
in the accomplishment of His predictions re- 
specting the destruction of Jerusalem ; hut the 
" day of vengeance " eminently refers to the last 
great day of account, the resurrection and final 
judgment ! ' 

(Continued.) And I looked, and there 
was none to help; and I wondered 
that there was none to uphold; there- 
fore mine own arm brought salvation 
unto me, and my fury, (i. e. zeaQ it 
upheld me ! 

The MesBiah declares redemption to have 
been wrought by himself alone. 
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(Continued.) I will mention (iie loving- 
kindness of the Lord, and tt^ praises 
of the Lord, &c. ' 

- The prophe.t recalls the mercies of God to 
his people, and prays for th^r continuance in 
this and the succeieding verees of the chapter. ' 
It is the general opinion of commentetors, that 
the Messiah is the Angel of the Covenant 
therein alluded to. 

Psalm xcili.— 1000 years B. C— The 
Lord reigaeth ; He is clothed with 
majesty 1 The Lord is clothed with 

strength, wherewith He hath girded 

Himself. The world also is established, 

that it cannot be moved. 

The same successfal accomplishment of a 
mighty undertaking, and the opposition it met 
with, designated metaphorically by " floods," 
are represenlied in this' and the flawing 
verses. The redder may obaarre a stioog re- 
semblance in this psalm to the preceding pro- 
phecy. 

(Continued.) Thy Throne is established 
of old. Thou art from everlasting I 

The Jloods have lifted ap, O Lord, the 
floods have lifted up their voice ; the 
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floods lift tip their wav^ ! The Lord 
on hifi^ is mightier th^ the hoise of 
many waters, yea, than the mighty 
wares of the sea 1 Thy testimonies 
are very sare. HoUaeu becometh 
Thine house "for ever! 
Psalm Ixviii. 18, 19, 20, 21. Thou hast 
ascended on hjgk * Tkou hast led cap- , 
tivity captive ! 

Christ's ascensicHi and triwinph over death 

dedued. 

(Continued.) Thou hast received gifts /or 
men ; yea, for the rebellious also, that 
the Lord God might dwell among 
them! Blessed be the Lord, who 
daily loadeth us with benefits, even the 
God of our salvation .' 

He that is our God, is the Grod of salva- 
tion, and unto God, the Lord, belong 
the issues from ^ath .' -' 

But God shall wound the head of His 
enemies, and the hairy scalp of such 
an one as goeth on still in his tres- 



Psalm c^. The Lord said unto mif 
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Xsrrf, Sit thou at my right hand, until 
I make thine enemies thy footstool ! The 
Lord shall send the rod of thy strength 
out of Zion. Rule thou in the midst, 
among thine enemies! Thy people 
shall be willing in the day of thy 
power, (' to serve Thee,' is understood,) 
in the beauties of holiness. From 
the womb of the morning, Thou hast 
the dew of Thy youth. 

i. e. Thou art from the very dawn of time, 
or, as it is more strongly expressed ebewhere, 
speaking of the Messiah, " Thou art from of 
old, from everlasting." (See Pi3ol, Mant, and 
others.) 

(Continued.) The Lord hath sworn, and 

will not repent. ' Thou art a Priest 

for ever, after the order of Melchixedek /' 

The prophet declares of the Messiah, that 

he is ordained to be both Priett and King to 

eternity ! The meaoing of the name Melchi- 

zedek is peculiarly apposite. St. Paul, in his 

epistle to the Hebrews, (7th chapter, Ist, 2nd, 

and Srd verses,) thus explains it : " For this 

" Melchizedek, King of Salem, priest of the 

" Most High God, who met Abraham returning 

" from the slaughter of the kings, (see 14th 
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" chapter of Genesis,) tmd Uesaecl him ; to 
" whom, also, Abraham ga?e a tenth part of 
" all ; first being, by interpretation. King of 
" ^ghteouaneu, and after that, also. King of 
" Saiem, which ii King of Peace: without 
" father, without mother, without descent — 
" having neither banning of days, nor end of 
" life ; bat mad* like unto the Son of God ; 
" abideth a Priest for ever," The same inter- 
pretation of Utas word, and of the word SaUm 
is given by the historian Joe^^ns, book vi. 
ch. X. of the Jewish War. 
{Continued.') The Lord at thy right hand, 
shall strike through kings in the day 
of his wrath. He shall judge among 
the heathen. He shall fill the places 
with dead bodies. He shall wound 
the heads over many countries ! 
How perfiectly this agrees with the prophet's 
entreaty, to " Kiss the Son, lest he be angry !" 
{Continued^ He shall drink of the brook 
in the way, therefore shall he lift up 
his head ! 

This may signify the glory accruing to Christ, 
firom his condesceasion in ' tasting,' according 
to a similar metaphor, ' of the waten of afflic 
tioa.' 
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On tJie two feregomg PsalaiB, a ftw verses 
of the Acts of tb« Apostles will eerre as aa 
excellent commentary. 

" Ye men of Isme), bear ^ese words ! Jesus 
" of Nazaredi, a Amn approved of God among 
" yon, by wonders and - miracles, and signs 
" which God did by faim in the mtdBt of you, 
" as ye yourseives ttho know. Him being de- 
" livered h^ the determinate counsel and fore- 
" knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
" wicked hands have crucified and (tein : whoin 
" God hath raised upi having loosed ' tl^ pains 
" of death, because it was not possible that he 
" should be holden of it. For David speakeUi 
" concerning Him, (in the 16th Psalm,) I 
"foresaw the Lord always before my face, for 
" He is OD my tight hand, that I should not be 
" moved ; therefore, did my heart rejoice, and 
" my tongue was glad. 

" Moreover, also, my flesh shall rest in 
" hope ; because thou wilt not leave my soul in 
" h^, neither imlt-'Tkm mjfer thine Holy One 
" to see corruption ! Thou hast made blown 
" to me the ways of life ; Thou shalt make me 
" full of joy with thy coantenance. Men and 
" brethren, let me speak unto you of the pa- 
" triarch David, that he is both dead and 
" buried, and his sepnlchre is with us nnto 
" this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and 
" knowing that God had sworn with an 



D,mi,.=db,Gooylc 



THE MESSIAH. 95 

"oath to him, (132ad Faaltn,) that of the 
" frvit of hie loins according to the fleab, 
" He would raise up Christ to sit on His 
" throne ; He, seeing this before, spake of 
" the returreciioa of Christ, that His soul 
" was not left in hell, neither tSs flesh did 
" see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised 
" up, vkereofwe are all vntnetses! Therefore 
" being by the right hand of Qod exalted, and 
" having receiiied of the Father the promise of 
" the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this 
" which ye now see and hear. For David is not 
" ascended into the heavens, but he saith him- 
" self. The Lord said unto wy Lord, sit Thou 
" on my right hand, until I make thine enemies 
" thy footstool! Therefore let all the house of 
" Israel know assuredly," (St. Peter appeals to 
the miraculous gifts whereof David foretold, 
and Jesus Christ, himself, promised to them, 
as the proof of His divinity, and the fruits of 
Hia resurrection,) *' that God hath made that 
" same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both 
" Lord and Christ ■'" 

Isaiah Ixv. 1, 2, 6, 7.-698 years B. C. 
— I am sought of them that asked 
not for me, 1 am found of them that 
sought Me not ! . 1 said, ' Behold me, 
behold me,' unto a nation that was not 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



Bo THE DIVIIJITT OF 

called by, my name! I have spread 
out my hand all the day unto a rebel- 
lious people, which walketh in a way 
that was not good, after their oum 
thoughts! Behold, it is written be- 
fore Me, (50th Psalm,) I will not 
keep silence, but will recompense, 
even recompense into their bosom 
your iniquities and the iniquities of 
your fathers together, &c. (9th verse, 
same.) And I will bring forth a seed 
out of Jacob, and out of Judah an 
Inheritor of My mountains, and mine 
elect shall inherit it, and my servants 
shall dwell there. (1 1th verse) But 
ye are they that forsake the Lord, 
that forget my holy mountain, &e. 
(12th verse.) Therefore will I number 
you to the sword, and ye shall bow 
down to slaughter ; because when I 
called, ye did not answer ; when I spake, 
ye did not hear, but did evil before mine 
eyes, and did choose that wherein I de- 
lighted not, (13th, 14th, 15th verses, 
same^) Therefore, thus saith the 
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Lord God, Behold, my servants shall 
eat, but ye shall be hungry ; Behold, 
my servants shall drink, but ye shall 
be thirsty ; Behold, my servants shall 
rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed ; 
Behold, my servants shall sing for 
joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sor- 
- row of heart, and shall howl for vexa- 
tion of spirit! And ye shall leave 
your name for a curse unto my chosen ; 
for the Lord God shall slay thee, and 
call his servants btf another name ! 

The prophet repeats tliat which he had de- 
clared before in the 62nd chapter, 2nd veree, 
Tiz. 

{Continued.) And the Gentiles shall see 
thy righteousness, and all kings thy 
glory ! And Ikou shalt be called hy a 
new name, which the mouth of the 
Lord shall name. 
Which is interpreted thus at the 12th verse : 

And they shall call them the holy peo- 
ple, THE REDEEMED of the Lord. 
Of the awful effects of the rejection of the 

Messiah, pourtrayed in this chapter of Isaiah, 
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(65th,) ootwttbstaBdmg tfae n(>eatfid dftirtfl of 
the pR^ets to prepare them for the receptioa 
of his kiogdom ; our Saviour himself gives 
the following patbetical picture, (St. Luke, 
13th chapter.) 

O Jerumlem, Jcrittalem * whteh kHitdal the 
propfuta, and stottedat them that are: seat onto 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children blether as a hen doth ^tfaer her 
brood under her wings, and ye would not! 
Behold, ymr house is hft unto you desolate! 
And ven>y I say unto y«ii, ye shall not see 
me until the time eometh, when' ye shall say. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the nam« of the 
Lord! 

How applicable to this reproach of baring 
sfoin the prophets, and filled up the measore 
of their iniquity in crucifying ' the Lord of 
life,' is the iearful ^ciaration of the Almighty? 
(Isaiah, Ist chapter, 16th verse,) viz. And 
when ye spread forth your hands / wilt hide 
mine eyes Jrom you ! Yea, when ye make mamf 
prayers, I will not hear ! Yowr hands' are full 
of blood ! ! 

Psalm cvii. 1, 2, 3. — O. give thaoks 
uQto the Lord, for He is good \ for 
His mercy endureth for ever! Let 
the redeemed of the Lord say so. 
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wlum He hath redeemed ftom the 
haztd of the enemy; and gathered 
them out of the lands from the east 
and from the west, from the north, and • 
from the aouth I 

These words of the psalmist appe&r to me 
as bearing too extemive a meaning to be 
a|^ed solely to the rescoe of the leraehtes 
from Egypt. The mercy of the Almighty is 
not confined to a tingle quarter of the earth 
not to a single period of time; but, as the 
prophet David declares, it embraceth the entire 
ghbe wid " endureth far ever!" 

The following verses, selected from the last 
chapter of the [Hx>phecies of Isaiah, will serve 
to justify the above iaterpretatton. 

Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad 
with her, aJl ye that love her, — re- 
joice for joy with her, alt ye that 
Konrn for her. For, thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, I will extend peace 
w&to her like a river : and the glory 
of the QerUiks like a flowing stream, 
&o. And when ye see this your 
heart sbail rejoice, and yoar '1:>ones 
shall flourish like a herb. And the 
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hand of the Itotd- shall >be kodvni 
toward His servants, »nd His iitdig- 
nation toward His enemies. For I 
know their works and their thoughts. 
It shall come to pass that I will gather 
all nations and tongues ; and they shall 
come and see my glory ! And I will 
set a sign among them; and I will 
send those that escape of them unto the 
nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud. 
(i. e. Europe, Asia, and Africa. See Pool's 

Annotations.) The learned reader is referred to 

his Synopsis. 

(Continued.) That draw the bow, to 
Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar of 
that have not heard my feme, neither 
have seen my glory; and they shall 
declare my glory araong the Gentiles; 
and they shall bring all your brethren 
for an offering unto the Lord, out of all 
nations, Sge. To my holy mountain, 
Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as the 
children of Israel bring an offering 
in a clean vessel into the house, of the 
Lordi . . ,. 
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'< 'lUinember t1i« cieanmig blood I 

(Continued.) And I will also take of 
them (i. e. of the Gentiles) for priests 
and Levites, saith the Lord. For 
as the new heavens and the new 
earth, which I will make, shall re- 
main before me, saith the Lord, so 
shall your seed and your name remain ! 
And it shall come to pass that from 
one new moon to another, and from 
one sabbath to another, shall all 
Jlesk come to worship before me, saith 
the Lord ! And they shall go forth 
and look upon the carcases of the 
men that have transgressed against 
me ! For their worm shall not die, 
nether shall their Jire be quenched ! 

And they ahall be an abhorring unto alt 
Jlesh. 

Of this dreadfiil day of doom upon those 
who reject Cbriet, our excellent Liturgy, in the 
voice of admonition, thus enlarges : 

" Then shall it be too late to knock, vihen the 
" door is closed ; and too late to cry for mercy, 
"when it is the time of justice! O terrible 
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" voice of most just judgment, whioh ahtD' be 
" pronounced upon them, when, it ^hall be svd 
" unto them, ' Go ye cursed into everlasting 
•' fire, which is prepared for the devil and his 
" angels.' Therefore, brethren, take vie heed 
" betime, while the day of ialvati^n latteth: 
" for the mght cometh w/tea no man can work ; 
" but let ui, while we have the light believe in 
" the light, and walk as children of the light, 
" that we be not cast into darkness, where is 
" weeping and gnashing of teeth !" 

Isaiah Ixvi. 17, to the end; and 
ii. 1—5. 

For behold, I create new heaveos and 
a new earth, aad the former shall not 
be remembered nor come into mind. 

But be ye (my servants) glad and rejoice 
for ever in that which I create ! For, 
behold, t rrpatft Jerusalem a re- 
joicing, and her people a joy ; and 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy 
in my people. And the voice of 
weeping shall be no more heard in 
her, nor the voice of crying ! They 
shall not labour in vain, nor bring 
forth trouble, for they are the seed 
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of the bie*»at of the Lordt and their 
oftpfing with them. And it aliall 
come to pass, b^ore they e«ll I will 
answer, and while they are yet speak- 
ing I will hear 1 

What a coQtrast between the atate of tkose 
who do, and those who do not neglect tii« day 
of salration, is thus presented to us ! The 
peaceful n&tnre of the Messiah's kingdom is 
pourtrayed in the next reises. 

(Continued.) The wolf and the lamb 
shall feed together, and the lion 
shall eat straw like the bullock ; and 
dust shall be the serpent's meat ; 
they shall not hurt, nor destroy, in 
all my holy mountain, saitb the Lord ! 
And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, that the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills ; and all na- 
tions shall flow unto it ! And many 
people shall go, and say, ' Come ye> 
and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of 
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Jacobs and be will teeeh lus. of bis 
ways, and we will wdk in bis paths.* 

For otU of Zan shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord out of 
Jerusalem ! 

Accomplished in Jesus Christ, see 24th of 
St. Luke, 4, 5, 6, 7. and 8th, verses :— 
' And said Unto them (the disciples). Thus it 
i^ written, and thus it behoveth Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day ; and 
that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name among all ttattons be- 
ginning AT JERUSALEM ! And ye tLTB toit- 
nesies of these things ! 

(Continued.) And He (Christ) shall 
Judge among tbe nations and shall 
rebuke many people. And they shall 
beat their swords into plough- shares, 
and their spears into pruniug-hooks. 
Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. 

Peace and love are the genuine charac- 
teristics of Christianity. If this be not in har- 
mony with the practice of these, who embrace 
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thedoctnueof-^ gtispel, theycamtot lay tbe 
blaxe OD its prindplea. 

{Continued.) O, house of Jacob, come 
ye, and let us walk in the light of Ike 
Lords 

See 8th of St. Joho, 12th verse. Thea spake 
Jesus again unto them (the Pharisees), eaying, 
' / am the light of the world; lie that followeth 
' me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
• the light of life !' 

Isaiah xliii. 11, 25. — I, even I, am the 
Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour i 
I, even /, am He that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake and 
will not remember thy sins ! 

Jeremiah xxiii. 5, 6. — 609 years B. C. 
• — Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise op unto David 
a righteous Branch ; and a king shall 
reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. 
In His days Judah shall be saved and 
Israel shall dwell safely, ^nd this 
is His name whereby Ih shaJl be 
f5 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



105 TRE WVWITT .OF 

eatled, * The Lord eiur BigJtttoM* 

ness' 
Isaif^h liv. 17. — This is the heritage of 
the servants of the Lord, and timr 
righteousness is of Me, saUh the 
Lord! ! 

The conclusion, with respect to the nature (rf 
the promised ki^, ia perfectly unavoidable. 
The name by which the Messiah is so remaik'. 
ably distinguished in the ]x«ceding texts, Sxt 
hibits a fundamental article of the christian 
faith. The Scriptures declare that " The Lord 
looked down from heaven upon the children, 
of men to see if there were any that did un- 
derstand and seek God," (i. e. make His will 
the ruling desire of their hearts, and the grand 
purpose of existence), but the word delares, 
" They are all gang aside ; they are all become 
Jilthy; there is none that daeth good, no not 
one!" (I4th Psalm). Upon which lamentable 
truth, the Prophet exclaims, " Oh, that the 
salvation of Israel were come out of Ziou!" 
Without the aid of the Holy Spirit, therefore, 
taaacattnot do the will of' God: and this aid 
was purchased by the precious blood of the Sa- 
viour, St. Paul wi^ whom it may be pre- 
sumed, that few christians can venture to com- 
pare tbenffiehes, thoa speaks of himself, (Bpis- 
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tie tothe RDmaa, 7th cliapter, 18, 24, umI 36th 
verses,) " Fur I hum tkut in me dtveUetk no 
good thing; for to will is present with me; 
but hoK to perform that which is good I find 
not ! O wretched man that I arti .' who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death," " I 
thank God through Jemt Ckritt our Lord." 
So that all merit on onr ptrt is utterli/ excluded. 
" That no flesh should glory in His presence." 
for Christ is our " wisdom an<i rigbteousQess, 
and sanctificatioo and redemption ; that ac- 
cording as it is written, (by the prophet Jere- 
nuab, 9th chapter, 24th verse.) " He that 
glorietb, let him glory in the Loud!'* (St. Paul 
to the Corinthians, lat chapter, and last verses.) 
" For, (saith Isaiah) all we, Uke sheep, have 
gone astray, we have turned every one to kis 
own way ; and Me Lord hath laid on Htm the 
iniquity of us all !" (chap. 53, verse 6.) 

Jeremiah xxxiii. 6, 8, 9, 19 — 23. — Be- 
hold I will bring it health and cure ; 
and I will cure them, and will reveal 
unto them the abundance of peace 
and truth. And I will ckanse them 
from ail their iniquitif, wherebyi they 
have ainned against me, and I mil par- 
don all their iniquities whereby they 
have sinned against me, and whereby 
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:>'the3r have > transgressed, against ime! 

' And it shall ' be to me for a name ot 
Joy, a praise and aii honour before 
all the nations of the earth, which 

t shall h^ar all the good that I do unto 
them; and tbey shall' fear - sxtA 
tremble for ' all the goodness arid 
for all the prosperity that I procure 
unto it ! Behold, the days come,- 
saith the Lord, that I will perform 
that good diing which I have pro- 
mised to the house of Israel, and to 
the house of Judah. In those days, 
and at that time 
Which time is foretold by Daniel at the 9th 

chapter, 538 yeara B. C. and by the patriarch 

Jacob, (1689 years B. C.) see Genesis 49th 

chapter. 

(Contintied.) wiW I cause the Branch of 
Righteousness to grow up imto David ; 
and He shall execute judgment and 
righteousness in the land ! In those 
days shall Judah be saved and Jeru- 
salem shall dwell safely, and this 
is the name wherewith she shall be 

.. called ' The Zonrfour Righteousness.' 
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', jlihiaJBitmaof the Tcry fewpanigBB i»i»faich 
-I . baxe TWtured to (tiffer Trith my leaded 
gui4e. Witfaoat attempting to enter the lUta 
of phitolc^ical disquisition with one bo much 
superior to me in that respect, I shall put <^ 
the' little armour I hare borrowed, because it 
Mrres mtber to encumber than to anist me, tokl 
riiall merely attempt, by comparing Scrqtture 
with Scripture, to illustrate the prophet's mean- 
ing — the result of this mode of exposition is an 
impression that the substitution of the pronoun 
"*Ae"for" A«," which had been previoualy used, 
is neither an error in the original nor. in the 
tramlatioR, but the design of the sacred pen- 
man. If the word she be an error, the text offers 
no difficulty ; but if it be not, the following 
may perhaps be deemed a sufficient expla- 
nation. 

Judah and Jerusalem represent the church to 
which the pronoun she figuratively relates. The 
union between Christ and the church, as set 
forth by St. Paul in his Epistle to the Ephe- 
siana, (5th chapter,) will, I think, reflect a 
clear light on this transfer of the name, "The 
Lord our righteousness." " For the husband 
is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the 
Head of the church, and He is the Saviour of 
the body. — Husbands love your wives, even as 
Christ laved the church, and gave Himself for 
it, that He might present it to Himself a glorious 
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chtrch, not hamug tpot, or wrinkle, or tauf tucA 
tinag : bat tliat it Bhoald be Ao^ aiid akkout 
blemish — Fot no man ever hated his own Sesb, 
but nouriaheth and cherisheth it, eren as the 
Lord the church ifor toe are members of His body, 
of His flesh, and of His bones.'— Voi this-caiMe 
ahall a man leave father and mother, and eball 
be joined unto bis wife — And they ttemn shall 
be OHB flesh. This is a great nufstery : but / 
tpeaft concerning Christ and the church !"~~ 
What can display this union more plainly than 
the designation of the church and her Lord, 
Cfariat, tmder otte and the same name ? 

This expression ia further illustrated ' by the 
7th verse of the Revelation of Saint John :-— 

" Let UB be glad, and rejoice, and give honour 
to Him ; for the marriage aS the Lamb is come, 
and His wife hath made herself ready !" 
Isaiah liv. 5. — For tkif Maker is thine 
Husband, the Lord of Hosts is His 
name ! And thy Redeemer, the Holy 
One of Israel, the God of the whole 
earth shall He be called 1 ! — 
This passage appears to me perfectly decisive 
of the question. 

(Jer.xxxiii. Co«(im«rf.) For thus saiththe 
Lord, David shall never want a man 
to sit upon the throm of the hotise of 
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larael ; neitk» shall the prietts the Le- 
vites want a man before me to offer 

burnt offerings, and to kindle meat 
offerings, and to do sacrifice continu- 
ally! 

Obaeire that the two offices of Priest and King 
ore ascribed to the Messiah, of whom, tt has 
been already noticed, Melchizedek was a type. 
(Continued.) Thus saith the Lord, ' If 
ye can break my covenant of the day * 
and of the night, and that there should 
not be day and night in their season ; 
Then may also my covenant be broken 
with David, my. servant, that be 
should not hare a son to retgn upon 
his throne, and untk the priests, the 
Levites, my ministers. 
Psalm Ixxx. 1, 17.— Hear, O Thou 
Shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest 
. Joseph like a sheep ! shew Thyself, 
also. Thou that sittest upon the che- 
rubim! Let Thy hand be upon the 
Mctn of 7% right hand; and upon the 
Son of Man whom Thou madest so 
strmg for Thine own self I 
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t I& tbe nezJi (|aot«tiaii ^om tbs proipfaeeiev of 
Pavi^, the Being now called the " Sqp.^ of' 
Mail," and the "Man of God's right hand" 
will be termed the Son of God, " One that is 
ffitg'Af^/'and whose Uirone shall »idure through- 
out eternity ! — Observe that the Sufrqme is 
represented as addressing a divine person, upon 
this subject of the covenant, and in terms by 
which He Himself is continually designated, 
i. e. " the Holy One." 

Psalm Ixxxix. 19, 26—38.-^000 yeare 
fi. 0.— Then Thou spakest in vision 
to Thy Holy Orie, and said'si I have 
laid help upon One that is mighty — 
I have exalted One chosen out «f the 
people ! — He shall ■ cry unto me, 
* Thou art my Father, my God, an4( 
the Rock of my salvation.' Also I will^ 
make Him my First-born, higher than 
the kings of the earth! My mercy 
v?in I keep for Him for evermore, 4nd 

- My covenant shall stand fjist with 
Him! His seed also will I make to 
endure for ever, and His throne as the' 
days of heaven ! My covenant will I 
not break, nor alter the &iiig that'is 
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■ gone out of my lips. Once have I 

. sworn by my holiness that I will not 

lie unto David — His seed shall endure 

for ever, and His throne as the sun 

be&we me ! ! 

It is well known that David was an eminent 
type of the Messiah — How else can this be un- 
derstood ? For the temporal kingdom of David 
has been overturned, his royal city and holy 
temple levelled in the dust, and bis people 
scattered over the face of the globe for nearly 
eighteen hundred years ! ! — 

Surely then, viewing the perfect agreement 
between all the parts of Scripture, and the 
exact Bccomphsbment of all these promises 
which relate to a kingdom worthtf of the 
Almighty, we must be constrained to say with 
David — 

Psalm cxvii. — O Praise the Lord all ye 
nations, praise Hiro all ye people ; for 
His merciful kindness is great toward 
us ; and the truth of the Lord endureth 
for ever. Praise the Lord ! 

Ezek. xxxiv. 11,- 16, 17, 23—31.— 
587 years B. C. — For thus saith the 
Lord Grod — ' Behold /, even /, will 
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both search My sheep bnd seek them 

out ! I will seek that which was lost, 

and bring again that which was driven 

away, and will bind up that which 

was broken, and will strengthen that 

whicli was sick ; but I will destroy 

the fat and the strong ; I will feed 

them with judgment.' 

St. John's Qospel, lOth chapter, 11th and 

I4tJi verses. — I am flie good shepherd. The 

good Shepherd giveth His life for the she^r I 

am tiie good ShejAerd and know my sheep, 

and am known of mine. St. Matthew, 15th 

chapter and 24th verse. — I am not sent but 

unto the Imt sheep of the houie of Israel. 

Again, (at 10th of St. John,) And other sbeepi 

(i. e. the Gentilea,) which are not of this fold: 

them also I must hring, and they shall hear my 

voice, and there shall be one fold under one 

shepherd ! 

(CorUinued.) As for you, O my flock, 
thus saith the Lord God, ' Behold / 
judge between cattle and cattle, between 
the rams and the he goats. 
25th of St. Matthew, 'Slst, 32nd, and 33rd 
verses. When the Son of Man shall come in 
Hia glory, and all the holy angela witti Him ; 
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then »baU He sit upoa the throne of Hia ^ory, 
and before Htm shall be gath«red all aatious — 
And He eh all separate them one from another 
as a. shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats i 
And He shall set the sheep on His right hand, 
•nd ti»goatr an Hia left. (Sentence is ipto- 
pomced in the 34th and 4Ut venes.) 
(Continued.) And I will set up one 

Shepherd over th^tu, and He ghall 

feed them, even My servant David; 

He 9hall feed them ajod He ^all be 

their Sb^herd I 

I need hardly remind the reader that David, 
when this was uttered, had been dead upwards 
of four hundred years. 

(GontiTOted,) And I, the Lord, will be 
their God, and my servant David a 
prince among theml I, the Lord, 
have spoken it ! And I will make 
with them a covenant of peace, and 
win cause the evil beasts to cease out 
of the land; and they (the ^ocA) shall 
dwell safely in the wilderness and 
sleep in the woods, and I will make 
them, and the places round about 
n^ hill a bks&ng; and I will cause 
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the shower to come down in his sea- 
son— -there shall be show^f of blessing. 
The reader will observe the spiritual import 
of these figurative blessings. 
(Continued.) And I will raise op for 
them a Plant of renown, and they 
shall be no more consumed with hun- 
ger in the land, neither bear the 
shame of the heathen any more. Thus 
shall they know that / the Lord their 
God am with them, and that they, even 
the house of Israel, are my people, 
saith the Lord. 
And ye myjUxk, ihejlock of my pasture, 
are men, and / am your Gdd, saith the 
Lord God!! 

St. Matthew, 5th chapter and 5th verse. 

" Blessed are they which do hunger and tlural 

after righieomneas, for they shali be filled." 

Ezek. xxxvi.— 22— 38.— 587 years B. C. 

— Therefore say unto the house of 

Israel, thus saith the Lord God. ' I 

do not this for your sakea, O house of 

Israel, but for miue holy Name's 

sake, which ye have profened among 
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■ the heathen, whither ye went. For 
I will take you from among the hea- 
then, and will gather you out of alt 
countries, and bring you into your 

' own Imd. Then will I sprinkle clean 

■ vater uptm you, and ye shall be 
clean; from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols will I cleanse 

■ you. 

Take notice of the nature of this cleansing, 
as given in the next verse, remembering that 
the essence of idolatry, the idolatry of the mind 
and affections, is loving the gift more than the 
Giver, the creature more than the Creator, of 
which the stupid worship of wood and stone is 
the external sign. 

(Continued.) A new heart also will I give 
you, and a nem spirit will I put within 
you, and I will take away the stony 
■ heart out of your flesh, and I wilt give 
ymt a heart ofjksh, and I will put My 

• Sp.r^ within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my jndgments ! I will also save 

■ you f)rom all your unckannesses ; and I 
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will call for the com, and will increase 
it, and lay no famine upon you ! 

The same promiae of a " new heart " which 
^lall render man both desirous and able to Bene 
God, i» made in the 32ad diapter of Jeremiah, 
[n the Gospel by Saut Jc^, at the Sed chap- 
ter, and at the 5tb and 6tb verses, ChriBt, 
upon the subject of regeneration, declares, that 
" Except a man be born of water, and of the 
spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of Ood !" 
Wherefore if this cleansing and renovah'ng power 
■ be purchased only by the merits and death of 
Christ, we, who obtain salratioti, must acknoto- 
kdge Him to be " the Lord our righteousness." 
This, reader, is the " Corn,'' the " Bread of 
Life," of which all may partake who seek for 
it by earnest prayer. "Ask and it shall be 
given you! seek, and ye shall Jind; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you!" — 7th chapter of 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, and the 7 th verse, 

(Continued.) Then shall ye remember 
your own evil ways* and your doings 
that were not good, and shall loathe 
yourselves in your own sight for your 
iniquities and for yotir abominaticHis I 
Not for your saket do I this, saith the 
Lord; be ashamed and confounded 
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fin- yunr own ways, O house of 
Israel ! 

The reioaiiider of tfae chapter coBtaina pn>- 
mKes of spiritual UeMings to the church, vrndat 
the typ« of tempontl favours to Jeiusakm, and 
the cultiTHtioD of tfae desolate laad of Judea.— 
In the 37tb chapter, the cunplete restoration 
of ttw Jewa under Darid their " king " and 
" tbofiitetd," and the " corentnt of eTerlaating 
peace," are predicted. In the 47th chapter, 
and at the 6tb aad 7th verses, the prophet sees 
^aia the Redeemer in a viuon, whose appear- 
ance is deBcribed in the 40th chapter, who 
declares the inner court of the temple to be the 
place of his throne for ever. In the 8th chap- 
ter of the Bodt of the Prophecies of Daniel, and 
at the 15th and 16th verscfl, a Man stands also 
before Daniel in a vision, und commands an 
angel to go to the prophet and make known to 
him the nature of the vision. The angel 
is represented as immediatelif ohei/ing.' Who 
could tlria Mim Be to whom even the angels are 
aubjeet, bat " the Son of the blessed, who is 
the iMogt of the invisible God, the first-bom of 
every creature? For by Him are all things 
created that are in heaven and that are in the 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
tbtones, or donrinions, or principalities, of 
pmren ; aU things were created iy Him Mdfor 
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Him ; tmd He is befisfi all things, and by Him 
all thingB consist, Ecc. — For it pleased the 
Father that in Him should all fulness dwell !" 
— (Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians, Ist 
chapter.) The angel, as related in this book, 
reveals to Daniel many things concerning the . 
great kingdoms of the earth — The coming, the 
death of the Messiah, and the, atonement made 
diereby for sin — and finally, the doom of the 
vapenitent, and the beatitude of the righteous. 
These things have been ably int^-preted by 
many learned men. — I may again r^et the 
reader to Bishop Kewtoa's " Dissertation on the 
Prophecies." 

Joel ii. 28— 30.— 800 years B.C.— And 
it shall come to pass, afterward, that 
I will pour out my spirit upon alljiesk ; 
and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, and your young men 
shall see visions ; and also upon the 
servants, and upon the handmaids, in 
those days will I pour out my spirit ! 
See this fully accomplished in the history of 

the Acts of the Apostles. 

(Continued.) And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever shall call on the name of 
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the Lord shttU be delivered : for in Mount 
Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliver- 
ance. as the Lord hath said, and in 
the remnant whom the Lord shall 
call! 
ZeehariahU. 10—13. — 519 years B. C. 
^Sing and rejoice O daughter of 
ZioQ. For lo, I come, and I will dwell 
in the midst of Thee, saith the Lord ; 
And many nations shall be Joined to the 
Lord in that day, and shall be my people, 
and 1 will dwell in the midst of thee, 
and thou shalt know that the Lord of 
Hosts hath sent Me unto thee ! &c. 
Be silent, O alljlesh before the Lord ! 
for He is raised up out of his holy habi- 
tation ! 

Ibid. iii. 8, 9. — Hear now, Joshua, 
the high priest, thou and thy fellows 
that sit before thee, for they are men 
wondered at : for behold, I will bring 
forth My Servant the Branch .' 

Joshua was a type of Christ ; he led the 
Israelites into the land of promise, figuratively 
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representing tlie leading by Jeiia (the name in 
each is the same) of the true Israelites to the 
heavenly Canaan, i. e. the land of everlasting 



(Continued.) For behold, the stom that 
1 have laid before Joshua, upon one 
stone shall be seven eye*, (indicating 
the watchful providence of God,) be- 
hold /will engrave the graving thereof, 
saith the Lord of Hosts, and / will 
remove the iniquity of that land in that 



Ibid. iv. 6, 7. — Then he (the angel) an- 
sw^ered and spake uuto me, saying, 
This is the word of*the Lord unto 
Zerubbabel, saying, ' Not by might, 
nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith 
the Lord of Hosts ! who art thou O 
great Mountain ? — 

Figuratively that obstructeth the work of re- 
demption — Literally that opposeth the rebuilding 
of the second temple. — 
Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become 
a plain, and he shall bring forth the 
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Head l^one thereof with shoutings, 

saying grace, grace, unto it ! — 

Typical of the btiilduag of the temple, whereof 

Christ is the " chief comer stone," of whose 

rejection David thus prophesies, in the 118th 

Psahn, 2l8t, 22nd, and 23id verses— 

I will praise Thee, for Thou hast 
heard me, and art become my salva- 
tion. The Stone which the builders re- 
fused is become the Head Stone of the 
comer.! This is the Lord's doing 1 
It is marvellous in our eyes 1 [' " 
Zechariah ri. 12 — 15. — And speak unto 
him (Joshua) saying, Thus speaketh 
the Lord of Hosts, saying. Behold the 
Man whose name is the Branch ; and 
he shall grow up out of His place, and 
He shall build the temple of the Lord. 
Episde to the Ephesians, 2iid chapter and 
20Hi verse. — And (ye) are built upon the found- 
ation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himsdf being the chief comer stone ! 
(Continued.) Even he shall build the 
temple of the Lord ; and he shall 
bear the glory, and shall sit and rule 
upon his throne. And he shall be a 
G 2 
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Priest upon his throne, and the coun- 
sel of peace shall be between them 
both ! And they that are /or off, (the 
Gentiles who at this time knew not 
God,) shall come and build in the temple 
of the Lord, and ye shall know that 
the Lord of Hosts hath sent me unto 
you. And this shall come to pass, 
if ye will diligently obey the voice of 
the Lord. 

Well might such glorious promises eocourage 
the Jews in the rebuildiog of their temple! 

Isaiah xii.: — 713 years B. C. — And in 
that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I 
will praise thee; though thou wast 
angry with me, thine anger is turned, 
and thou comfortedst me. Behold, 
God is my salvation; I will trust, and 
not be afraid ; for the iMtd Jehovah is 
my strength and my song ; he, also, 
is become my salvation ! Therefore 
with joy shall ye draw water out of the 
wells of salvation ! 
St. John, 7th chapter, 36th, 37th, and 38tli 
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In the last day, that great day of the feast, 
Je3us stood and and cried, saying, " If aay 
man thirst, (that ia, have a siacere desire to 
know the will of God,) let him come unto me 
and drink, he that believeth in me, as the Scrip- 
ture hath said, ' Out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of livijig water.' " 

TTiis he (Jesus) spake of the Spirit, which 
they that believe art him should receive, &c. 

(Continue.) And in that day shall ye 
say, Praise the Lord, call upon his 
name, declare his doings among the 
people ; make mention that his name 
is exalted! Sing unto the Lord; for 
he hath done excellent things ; this 
is known in all the earth ! Cry out 
and shout thou inhabitant of Zion ; 
for great is the Holy One of Israel in 
the midst of thee. 

Isaiah xxv. and xxvi. — O Lord, thou 
art my God; I will exalt thee, I will 
praise thy name ; for thou hast done 
wonderful things. Thy counsels of old 
are faithfulness and truth-' And in 
this mountain shall the Lord of Hosts 
make unto all people a feast of fat 
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things, &c. And he will destroy in 
this mountain, ihe/ace (if the covering 
cast over all people, (not only over Jews 
but Gentiles also,) and the vail that is 
spread over all tuitions / 

Viz . That gross darkness, of the mind and t'n- 
cHiiations of the heart, wliich keeps men in a 
state of ignorance and indifference about the 
concerns of their souIb, and the migh^ efforts 
of the God and Savjour of the worM for their 
redemption. Spiritual blindness is one of the 
most awful of the divine visitations upon the 
sins of men. The Jews brought this fearful 
infliction upon themselves, and it led to the 
desolation of their country, and the rejection 
and death of the Messiah I (See the 6th chap- 
ter of Isaiah, 9th and 10th verses.) 

(CotUinued.) He will swallow up ^^h 
in victory! Aud the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces ; 
and the rebuke of his people shall he 
take away from off all the earth ; for 
the Lord hath spoken it. And it shall 
be said in that day, Lo, this is oar God; 
we have waited for him^ and he will 
save us! This is the Lord, we have 
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waited for Ima; we will be glad in kis 



Trust ye in the Lord for ever ; for in 
XheLord Jehovah is everlasting streagth ! 
With my soul have I desired thee in 
the night ; yea, with my spirit within 
me will I seek thee early ; for when 
thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. 

Let favour be shewn to the wicked, yet 
will he not learn righteousness ; in 
the land of uprightness will he deal 
wyuatly, (observe what follows,) and 
will Ttot behold the majesty of the Lord! 
Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us ; 
for thou also hast wrought all our works 
in Its. 

Psalm xlix. 7, 8. But no man may 
deliver his brother; nor make agree- 
ment unto God for him; for it cost more 
to redeem their souls ; so that he must 
let that alone for ever ! 

Psalm xcviii. — 1000 years B. C— O 
sing unto the Lord a new song ; for 
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he hath done marvellous things. His 
right hand, and kU holy arm hath 
gottai him Ike victory. 
- i. e. Orer sin and over death. 
{Continued.) The Lord hath made known 
his salvation ! His righteousness hath 
he openly shewed in the sight of the hea- 
then ! He hath remembered his mercy 
and his truth toward the house of 
Israel. All the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God!! 
' The Psalmist utters this in prophetic antici- 
pation, 

(Continued.) Make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord, all the eaHh ; make a loud 
noise, and rejoice and sing praise! 
Sing unto the Lord with the harp, 
and the voice of a psalm ! With 
trumpets and sound of cornet, make 
a joyful noise before the Lord, the 
King! Let the sea roar, and the 
fulness thereof; the world and they 
that dwell therein! Let the floods 
clap their bands ; let the hills be 
joyful together before the Lord ; for 
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he Cometh to judge the earth ! with 
righteousness shall he judge the people ! 
Psalm Ixii. 6, 7. — My soul wait thou 
only upon God ; for my expecta- 
tion is from him; he, only, is my 
rock and my salvation. He is my 
defence; I shall not be moved. In 
God is jny salvation and mif glory ! 
The rock of my strength, and my refuge 
is in my God ! 

In these two verses the prophet, speaking of 
the redemption of his soul, addresses the Al- 
mighty under the same metaphor applied by 
the prophet Isaiah to the Messiah. The former 
terms the Lord a place of " refuge," and a 
" rock of strength," The latter (in the 32nd 
chapter) calls the Messiah " a hiding-place," 
and " a great rock !" 

Psalm cxvi. 7, 8, 12, 13, 15. Beturn 
unto thy rest, O my soul; for the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee. For thou hast delivered my 
soul from death, mine eyes from tears, 
and my feet from falling! What 
shall I render unto the Lord, for all 
g5 
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his benefits unto me ? I will take 
the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord ! Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints. I shall not dk, but live, and 
declare the works of the Lord. (118th 
Psalm, 17th verse.) 

Isaiah xxvi. 19.— 712 years B. C. — Thy 
dead men shall live; together with mp 
dead body shall they arise ; Awake and 
siTig ye that dwell in dust , for thy dew 
is as the dew of herbs, and the earth 
shall cast out her dead\ ! 

Psalm xvii. 16. As for me, I shall be- 
hold thy face in righteousness ; I shall 
be satisfied when I awake with thy 
likeness ! 

Psalm xxiii. 3, 4. He restoretkmysoull 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for bis name's sake I Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thmt 
art with me ; thy xod and thy staff they 
comfort me ! 

Psalm xxii. from the 26th verse. The 
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meek shall eat (the bread of life) and 
be satisfied, they shall praise the Lord 
that seek him. Your heart shall live 
for ever I All the ends of the earth ahall 
remember, and turn ' to the Lord; and 
all the kindreds of Ike nations shall wor- 
sh^ before thee I For the kingdom is 
the Lord's; and he is the governor 
among the nations. All they that be 
fat (the great and rich) upon earth, 
shall eat and worship. All they that 
go down to the dust shall bow before 
him, (the Messiah, of whom this 
Psalm is a prophecy,) . and none can 
keep alive his own soul \ A seed shall 
serve lum; it shall be accounted to 
the Lord for a generation. Tkey shall 
come and declare his righteousness unto 
a people that shall be born, that he hath 
done this ! 

i. e. The glorioaa work of man's redemption. 

Psalm xxi. and four last verses of the 
24th. 
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The whole of the first, and part of the last, 
relate to Christ. 

The king shall joy in thy stren^h, O 
Lord ; and in thy salvation how greatly 
shall he rejoice I 

Thou hast given him his heart's desire, 
and hast not withholden the request 
of his'lips. For thou preventest him 
with the blessings of goodness ; thou 
settedst a crown of pure gold upon his 
head ; he asked life of thee, and thou 
gavest it him, even length of days 
/or ever and ever ! His glory is great 
in thy salvation ; honour and majesty 
hast thou laid upon him ; for thou hast 
made him most blessed for ever. Thou 
hast made him exceeding glad with thy 
countenance. For the king trusteth 
in the Lord, and through the mercy 
of the Most High he shall not be 
moved ! 

Thine hand ^hiW find out all thine enemies. 
He that is not with me is against me ! And 

he that gathereth not with me scatteretk !" St. 

Luke 11th chapter, 23rd verse. 
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And thy right hand shall find oat those 
that hate thee ; thou shalt make them 
as a fiery oven in the time of thine 
anger | The Lord shall swallow them 
up in his wrath, and the fire shall de- 
vour them. Their fruit shalt thou 
destroy from the earth, and their seed 
from among the children of men. 
For they intended evil against thee. 
They imagined a mischievous device, 
which they are not able to perform. 
Therefore, shalt thou make them 
turn their back, when thou shalt make 
ready thine arrows upon thy strings 
£igainst the face of them. Be thou 
exalted, Lord, in thine own strength, 

, so will we sing and praise thy power ! 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; and be 
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and 
the King of Glory shall come in ! 

Who is this King of Glory ? The Lord 
strong and mighty ; the Lord mighty 
in battle ! 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even 
lift them up, ye everlasting doors, 
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and the King of Glory shall come in 1 
Who is this King of Glory? The 
Lord of Hosts ; he is the King of 
Glory \ 

The nature of this mighty Bovereign, and of 
his kingdom, ie gtrea in the ensuing moat re- 
markable and interesting prediction of the 
great prophet Daaid. 

Daniel vii. 13, 14.— 537 years B. C. 
I sawinthenightvisions, and, behold, 
One, like the Son of Man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought Aim 
near before him ! And there was g^ven 
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages, 
should serve him' His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed ! ! 

This consummation of the Kedeemer's labours 
and glory, is proclaimed in the very words used 
by Jesus Christ; when speaking of the same 
event. The title of " the Son of Man," vat 
that by which he most constantly designated 
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himself, wbea discoursing upon the acoomplbh- 
ment of the prophecies relating to his own 
person ; of which the two following quotations 
may be a sufficient proof. " Behold," (says 
Jesus to bis disciples,) " we go up to Jerusa- 
lem ; and the Son of Man shall be betrayed 
unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and 
they shall condemn him to death, and thall 
deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to 
scourge, and to crucify him, and the third dag 
he shall rise again !" St. Matthew's Gospel, 
20Ui chapter, 18tb and I9th verses. Again, 
at the 24th chapter, and 30th verse. " And 
then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man 
in heaven ; and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn. And they shall see the Sun of 
Man coming in the clouds oj" heaven, with potoer 
and great glory ■' .' /" " And he shall send his 
angels !" Sec. 

It being one great object of this work to 
present the reader with a view of the hannony 
of the Scriptures upon the subject of the Mes- 
siah's divinity, it will be (he purpose of the 
third and concluding portion of the subject to 
prove that this sublime doctrine is as plainly 
inculcated in the Neio Testament as it has been 
asserted in the Old. As we close the prophetic 
record with the coming of the " Son of Man" 
to judge the world, the following passage, from 
a translation of the celebrated Jewish historian's 
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" Discourse to the Greeks concerning Hades," 
may not be deemed misplaced. 

" For all men, tbe just as well as the unjust, 
"shall be brought before God the Word: 
" for to him hath the Father committed all 
" judgment, and he, in order to fulfil the wilt 
" of his Father, shall come as Judge, whom 
" we call Christ. For Minos and Rhadaman- 
" thus are not the judges as you Greeks do 
" suppose ; but he whom God and the Father 
" hath glorified, concemiug whom we have 
" elsewhere given a more particular account, 
" for the sake of those who seek after the 
" truth!" (St. Luke xxiv. 25, 26, 44.) 
Then He said unto them, " O fools, 
and slow of heart, to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken ! Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into his glory ? 
And He said unto them, These are the 
words which I spake unto you, white 
I was yet with you, that all things 
must be ful61Ied which were written 
in the law of Moses, and in the Pro- 
phets, and in the Psalms, concerning 
me!" 
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We have now arriTed at the dose of the 
prophetic history of the Messiah, the minutest 
details respecting whose birth and death, 
nature, office, and kingdom, have passed hefore 
our view with a distinctness so wonderful, that, 
but for the reverence of the Jews for the Holy 
Scriptures, and their hatred to the veiy name 
of Jesus, we might imagine liiat the event 
must have anteceded the prediction.* But, in 
the scrupulous and devout care with which the ' 
sacred text was preserved, we have a pledge 
for its authenticity as unexampled, perhaps, 
as it is unquestionable. Were this not the 
fact, the advancement of a single proof, that 
the prophecies, so perfectly applicable to Christ, 
were an interpolation made by His disciples, 
would have subverted Christianity from the 
very instant of its foundatiiui. Why have the 
bitterest enemies to the gospel suffered such a 
tremendous weapon to remain inactive for a 
period approaching to two thousand years ? 

The inference* a obvious. The Jews believe 
and the christians can prove the truth of pro- 
phecy to be immutable ! There is an acknow* 
tedgement of the first opposers of Christianity 
upon record, too applicable to the present 
subject to be oreriooked. It was predicted of 
the Messiah, that He should be bom at a par- 

• See Hot« O. at the end. 
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tieutar period of the Jewish history, and should 
die a peculiar death. Now the accompliah- 
ment of both these cireamstances in the per- 
son of JesoB Christ is fully attested by writers, 
whose authority, as they were p^ans, thwe 
can be no room to question, and thns have we 
the concurring testimonies of eminent infidels 
estabhshing* two of the prindpal facts trans- 
mitted to us by the EvangeUsts, to the veracity 
of whose history, written and exposed to the 
worid at the very period of the tranaactitms, 
an uninterrupted series of christian writers 
have appealed from the time of its promulga- 
tion to the present hour I The condusicm to 
which these premises mtist lead the inquirer 
is so apparent, that, in the matter of revelation 
we may declare with the aeer at old, " The vh^- 
faring nun though fools shall not err therein." 

Perhaps some persons who pay little atten- 
tion to the mighty mass of evidence upon 
which the wonders of that revelation rest, but 
vainly struggle with the mysteries alone, may 
imagine that moderate cs^ncities are best fitted 
to receive the doctrines thns imposed. Let 
such persons remember that both the cele- 
brated Newton and Locke, men fwe-eminently 
remarkable for the vast compass of their in- 
tdlect and the solidity of their judgment, 
embraced the Gospel under a firm conviction 
• Note M, >t the end. 
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of the soundness of the testiiaony upon which 
it rests. Persons, donbtlesa, of ali degrees of 
capacity may shot their eyes to the light, or 
neglect the only means whereby the mists of 
prejadice may be dispelled. Because men are 
called upon to sscriflce the passioas which 
these trathB condemn, many, alae, preferring 
^e brief enjoyments of a transitory state, to 
the promises of God, cheat thenudveB into a 
belief that the Creator will forgive their igno- 
rance of his will, and be satisBed with excuus 
for their negket which only serve to a^ravate 
its enormity! Who in a christian land can 
affirm that he is ignorant that the Bible pro- 
fasei to be tlie Word of God'i And if this 
excuse can not be adduced, who will dare 
plead that motive is wanting for its devout 
perusal and meditation ? The scriptures setting 
bef<M« us life and death, happmea and misery 
eternal, peremptorily bid us to make our choice ; 
yet, such is the love that dictated them, no 
effort is spared (that can act upon beings ia- 
telligent and free) to make us choose aright; 
rewards the most glorious, threatnings the 
most terrific are thickly scattered over the 
sacred leaves. All may believe and act upon 
that faith who will use the means appointed. 
Serious refiection and fervent prayer for the 
help of God, will assuredly yield the blessed 
fruits of a saving knowledge of those scrip- 
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tures in which the Spirit of the Lord cries to 
each individual who peruses them, " Turn ye, 
" turn ye ! Why vnll ye perish V " Knock, 
" and it thall be opened unto you ! Seek, and 
"ye shall Jindi" Experience procUima, in a 
language all men understand, that life is both 
uncertain and brief in its duration. The word 
of God declares, that this ia the only state 
of probation! If then the grave close upon 
us, the merciful strivings of our heavenly Fa- 
ther having been in vain, the rejected effort^ 
of eternal love and mercy, will serve but to 
increase our condemnation ! Well might an 
apostle exclaim, " Oh, how shall we escape 
" if we neglect so great salvation !" 
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THE MESSIAH. 



PART HI. 



The Gospel according to St. Luke, 
i. 5 — 18. — There was iq the days 
of Herod, the king of Judea, a 
certain priest, named Zacharias, of 
the course of Abia ; and his wife 
was of the daughters of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. And they 
were both righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
less. And they had no child, be- 
cause that Elizabeth was barren ; 
and they both were now well stricken 
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in years. And it came to pass, that 
while he executed the priest's office 
before God, in the order of his 
course, according to the custom of 
the priest's office, his lot was to burn 
incense when he went into the tem- 
ple of the Lord. And the whole 
multitude of the people were praying 
without at the time of incense ; and 
there appeared unto him an angel 
of the Lord, standing at the right 
side of the altar of incense ; — And 
when Zachanas saw him, fear fell 
upon him and he was troubled. But 
the angel said unto him. Fear not, 
Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard ; 
and thy wife Elizabeth, shall bear 
' thee a son, and thou shalt call his 
name John. And thou shalt have 
joy and gladness ; and many shall 
rgoice at his birth ; for he shall be 
great in the sight of the Lord, and 
shall driok neither wine nor strong 
drink; and he shall be filled wiUt 
the Holy Ghost, even from his mo- 
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tbter's womb; and many of the 
children of Israel shall he turn to the 
Lord thar God, and he shall go be/ore 
Him in the spirit and power of 
Elias, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the dis- 
obedient to the wisdom of the just. 
To make ready a people prepared /or the 
Lord! 

Thus accompliahing the promise made 
through the prophets Isaiah and Malachi ! 

Same cheater, 66th verse to the end. — 
. And all "^ey that heard (these say- 
. ings) laid them up in their hearts, 
saying, What manner of child shall 
this be ! And the hand of the Lord 
was with him. And his father 
Zacharias was filled with the Holy 
Qhost and prophesied, saying. Blessed 
be the Lord God of Israel, for He 
hath visited and redeemed His people, 
and hath raised up a horn of salvation 
for us in the house of his servant 
David ; as He spake by the mouth 
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of His holy prophets, which have 
been since the world began. That 
we should be saved fnrni our enemies, 
and from the hand of all that hate 
us. To perform the mercy promised 
to our fathers, and to remember His 
holy covenant, the oath which He 
sware to our father Abraham, that 
he would grant us, that we being 
delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies might serve him, without 
fear, in holiness and righteousness be- 
fore Him all the days of our life! 
And thou, child, shalt be called the 
Prophet of the Highest ; for thou 
shalt go before the face of the Lord 
to prepare His ways ; to give know- 
ledge of salvation unto His people 
by the remission of their sins, through 
the tender mercy of our God ; 
whereby the day-spring from on high 
hath visited us, to give light to them 
that sit in darkness and the shadow 
of death, to guide bur feet in the 
way of peace ! 
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And the child grew and waxed strong 
in spirit, and wtu in ike deserts ti/f 
the day of his shewing unto Israel ! 

This accomplishmeot of the prophecies, 
respecting the precursor of the Saviour, is of 
Tital importance, it was most essential to the 
kleotily of the Messiah ; for without a fore- 
ruiuier His advent could not be ascertained. 
The Apostles and first conrerts had no security, 
therefore, uDtil this point were satistactorily 
established. And, surely, if the loss of every 
earthly enjoyment, nay, if the certain loss of 
life itxtf, were subjects likely to awaken a 
spirit of investigaticm, the fulfilment of these 
predictions in the person of St. John the bap- 
tist, must have engaged the deepest attention 
We have, therefore, full security in the as 
snrance, that if the immediate disciples of J^us 
and the eariy christians, possessed the oppor- 
tunity, of obtaining a personal knowledge of 
this fact, so essential to their only hopes, tiiis 
opportunity would have been most eagerly em- 
bnlced. And that they actually had this ocular 
demonstration is stated in each of the four 
Gospels ! In the passages above quoted, we 
are told by the Evangelist, that the child of 
the aged priest Zacharias should be set apart 
for the ofiSce of preparing " the way of ike 
Lord." In the succeeding portion of the same 
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Gapel will be shewn the matmer in whidi 

St. John performed the duty to which he hkd 

thuEi been devoted from his birth. 

St. Luke iii. 1 — 7.* — Now in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Tibe- 
rius C«esar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judsea, and Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip tetrarch of Itursea, and of 
the region of Trachooitis, and Lysa- 
nias the tetrarch of Abilene, Annas 
and Caiaphas being the high priests, 
the word of God came unto John, 
the son of Zacharias, in the vtUder- 
Tiess. And he came into alt the 
country about Jordan preachit^ the 
baptism of repentance /or the remission 
of sins : As it is written in the book 
of the words of Esaias, the prophet, 
saying. The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness. Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight! 
Every valley shall be filled, and 
eveiy mountain and hill shall be 

- brought low ; and the crooked shall 

• Note I, ftt tbc end. 
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be made str«ght, and tbe rough 
ways 8ha]l be made smooth; and 
ail flesh shall see the sahatton of 
G4>dt! 

HaTiDg obtained this plain testimony con- 
cerning 5*. John, from the Evangelist St. Luke, 
and seen it confirmed by the Jewish his- 
tudan JosepbuB, we proceed to consider the 
advent of Christ, as it is proclaimed in tbe 
same Gospel ; by which it will appear that 
both Jesus and His precursor received daring 
infaoey, an acknowledgement in the temple 
from the Holy Spirit.* 

Luke ii. 25. — And, behold, there was a 
man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon ; and the same man was just 
and devout, waiting for the consola- 
tion of Israel ; and the Holy Ghost 
was upon him. 

And it 'Wa& revealed unto him by the 
'Holy Ghost that he should not see 
death ; before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. 

And he came by the spirit into 

• Ifote L, It -the «nd. 
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the temple. And when the patK^ts 

brought in the child Jesus, to dp-fbr 
Him after the custom of the law; 
then took he Him up into his arms, 
and blessed God, and said, 
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace, according to Thy 
word : for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the 
glory of thy people Israel ! 

It is well to observe here, that the divine 
authority and claims assamed by Jeeus Christ 
brought death upoa himself, and entailed fw 
several ages a cruel persecution upon His 
followers. There is abundant proof that these 
claims were not asserted " in a corner," as an 
Apostle observes, but were- published by Jesos 
and His disciples in the fece of the world, 
challenging, both verbally and by a written 
history, the scrutiny of their cotemporaries.* 
Now prophecy required indispensably, that the 
Meraiah should be a descendant from king 
David. The Evangelist St. Matthew, accord- 

« Note M, at dM end. 
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ingl^ preeents to us tin genealogy of Jeans, 
oleerly tracing His deacent, tbrongh His re- 
puted father, Joseph, from David aad Abraham. 
And the Evangelist St. Lnke carries up by 
regular ascfeat the genealogy of the Saviour 
through Hia mother, Mary, to the same pro- 
genitor t How comes it tiiat neither then nor 
since have any proofs been adduced that these 
two genealogies were false, and that Jesus 
was not what the prophecies required, and He 
asserted Himself to he "the son of David?" 
The circumstances of our Saviour's birth, de- 
scent, death, resurrection, arid time of appear- 
ance on earth, according to prophecy, were of a 
character that precluded the pcHsihility of an 
impostor's accommodating himself to them ; 
they were of a nature so remarkable, and, in a 
manner, so independant of the individual, and 
80 entirdy out of the reach of mortal controul 
that the person who could irtfiuence events, 
and adjust not only his own, but the conduct 
also of Am bitterest enemies bo as to meet all 
the stupendous demands of prophecy, certainly 
would afford us a proof the most convincing, 
we could possibly receive, that He Himself 
must be the Messiah .' The most superficial 
observer may perceive that such a controul over 
events could only be exercised by an Almighty 
Gvd, The following passages will prove, be- 
yond question that the divinity of Jesus Christ 
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dasa not mt oathe Mtiiority of aam^ tat, 
HOT (HI the Mwcrtion of a single pefa«a.~--Upoti 
this doctrine there ia bat one disputed passage 
in the Goapek, and yet that very text k found, 
I believe, in nine out of thirteen of the most 
antient and authentic copies ! For the rea- 
der's sake thta panmge, in these-«ictTactB, liall 
be oaUtcd. 



THE DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST, 

Declared by the Four EvangeUits, 

(generaUy.) 

First, by St. Matthew, iii. 17.— And lo, 

a voice from heaven, saying, Tliis is 

my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

il 



Secondly, by St. Mark, i. I.— The be- 
ginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
theSono/Godl 

Thirdly, by St. Luke, ii. 11, and last 
chapter, 52nd verse. — For unto you 
is born this day, in the city of David, 
a Saviour, which is Ckristtke Lord I 
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And tietf (the ^toatles) w<n\tiiftped 
kim\ &c. 

FourtMy, by St. John, iii. 16, 17, 
18. — FoiT God so loved the world, 
tbfit he gave kU onbf begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in kitn should not 
perish, but have everlasting life ; for 
God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn, the world ; but that the 
world through km might be saved! 
He ^at believeth in him is ma con- 
demned ; but he that believeth not 
(on him) 'iB-condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God! 



THE SAME DOCTRINE 

Indtvidtmlly asserted, and declared by 
Saints and Apostles. 

By St. John the Baptist, (as given by 
St. John the Apostle,) Ist chapter, 
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34th verse. — ^And I saw and bare 

record that this is the Son of God ! 

By St. Mark, (at the conclusion of his 

, Gospel.) — So then, after the Lord 
had spoken unto them, he was re- 
ceived up in heaven, and sat on the right 
hand of God! And they went forth 
and preached every where, the Jjord 
iBorking with them and confirmmg the 
word with signs following ! 

By St. Matthew. — When being in the 
ship with the other disciples, crossing 
over to Gennesaret, they declared to 
Jesus, "Of a truth thou art the Son of 
God! worshippinghvoi." (See the 14th 
chapter of this Gospel.) 

By St. Luke. In the preface to his 
Gospel, asserting in strong terms the 
truth of what he narrated. He, 
therefore, maintained that which is so 
often declared in his writings, viz. That 
lesus Christ is the Son of God I 

By St. Philip, (in the 8th chapter ^of 
Acts of the Apostles, 37th and 38th 
verses.) — And Philip said, if thou be- 
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iievest (tbat Jesus Ghriat is the Son 
of God) thou ntayest (i. e. be baptized) 
aoid he (the eunach) said, I believe 
that Jesiis Christ is the Son of God I 
and he (Philip) baptized him ! 

By St. James, in the first chapter, and 
first verse, and second chapter, first 
Terse- of his Epistle.* — "James, a 
servant of God, and of the Lord 
Jems Christ" &c. " Brethren, have 
not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Ltard of Glory, with respect of 
persons, &c. 

By St. Jude. — (In his Epistle General, 
chap. i. 1. 4, 19, 20, 21, 26.)— Jude, 
the servant of Jesus Christ, and bro- . 
ther of James, to them that are 
sanctified by God the Father, and 
preserved in Jesus Christ, &c. For 
there are certain men crept in (to the 
church) unawares, &c. denying the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ. These be they who separate 
themselves, sensual, not having the 

• Note K, at Ibe end. 
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Spirit. Bat ye, beloved, bmldt^ up 
yourselves on your most holy fEuth, 
praying in the Holy Gfaosd, keep 
yourselves in the love of God^ leokmg 
for the mercy of our Lord Jtsus Christ. 
To this only wise God, oar Saviour^ 
be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever t Amen I 

By St* Nathanael.— (John i. 49.>— 
Rabbi, Thou art the Son ef God' 

By St. Stephen.— (Acta vii. 66, 56, 
59.)— But he (Stephen) being full of 
the Holy Ghost, looked up sted&stly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand (f God, and said. Behold. I see 
the heavens opened, and the Son of 
Man standing on the right hand of God ! 
And they stoned Stephen, calling 
. uptm God, and saying. Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit ! 

By St. Thomas— (St. John xx. 28.— 
And he (Thomas) answered and ssud 
unto Him, (Christ) My Lord and my 
God!! 

By St. Peter, (St. Mattr-xvi. 16.— And 
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Simoa Peter answOTed, Thou ta^t the 
Christ the Son 1^ the living Gitd! (and 
a^ia at the 0th of John, 69th and 
69th verees.) Then Simon Peter 
answered Hhn, and said, Lordj to 
whom shall we go ? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life. And we be- 
lieve, and are sure, that Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God!! 
(also in St. Peter's Epistle General, 
21st and 2£nd verses of the 3rd 
chapter.) The like figure whereunto 
even haptisni, doth now save us, 
(not the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience towards God) by 
the resurrection of Jesu$ Christ, who 
is gone into heaven, and is on the 
right hand of God ; Angeis and au- 
.tkorities and powers being made su^ect 
uMohim! (Uth verse (rf 4th chap- 
ter also.) That God in all things 
may be glorified throi^h Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory and dominioH for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Also in his 2Qd 
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£l»8tle General, 1st chapter, and 
the eight concluding verses. Knom- 
ing that shortly I mmt put off thit v^ 
tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath skewed me. (See the pro- 
phecy, 21st St. John, 15th and 19th 
verses.) (Observe this solemn decla- 
ration in the full and certain expect- 
ation of tnartyrdom !) Moreover, I 
will endeavour that ye may be able, 
afier my decease, to have these things 
always in remembrance. For we have 
not followed cunningly 4cvised fables, 
when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were eye witnesses of his 

, majesty. For he received from God 
the Father, honour and glory, when 

- there came such a voice to him from 
the excellent glory, " This is my be- 

. loved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
And this voice which came from hea- 
ven, we heard when we were with him in 
tfie holy mount. We have, also, a, more 

. sure word of prophecy ; 
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(What traDBCendant hvmility is maiufwt in 
this admission !} 

Whereunto ye do well that ye take heed 
as unto a light, that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, aod the 
day star arise in your hearts, knowing 
this, that no prophecy of the scrip- 
ture is of any private interpretation ; 
for the prophecy came not in old time, 
by thewiU of man ; but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost I 

By St. Pau/— Rom. xv. 6. — That ye may 
. with one mind and one mouth glorify 
God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jam Christ. 

Ibid. viii. 3. — God sending His onm Son, 
in the likeness of sinful flesh. 

2 Cor. V. 19. — To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself, &c. 

Phil. ii. — Let this mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus, who bemg in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God! 
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Col i. 12—17, 19, 20.~-Giving thanks 
unto the Father, who hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light; who hath de- 
livered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the ktTigdom 
of HU dear Son, in whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins ; who is the image 
of the invisible God, the first-born of 
OTery creature : For by Him were all 
things created, that are in heaven and 
that are in earth,- visible and invisible; 
whether they be thrones, or domi- 
nions, or principalities, or powers. 
All things were created by Him and for 
Him, (see the Ist chapter of St. John,) 
and He is before all things, and by 
Htm all things consist^ — Forit pleased 
the Father that in Him should all ful- 
ness dwell ; and having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, by Him 
to reconcile all tilings to Himself, by 
Him, I say, whether they be things 
in earth or things in heaven ! 
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2 Thn. iv. 1, 6—8, 18.— I charge kbee, 
therefiH<e, before GgmI, and the Lard 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the iftiick 
and the dead at Hts appearing, and JSis 
kingdom ; preach, &c. &c. — For I am 
now ready to be offered, and the tme of 
mjf departure is at hand.' I have fought 
a good fight, I hare kept the &ith; 
henceforth there is laid ap for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the 
jA>rd, the righteous Judge^ shall give 
me at that day ; and not to me only, 
but unto all them, also, that love his 
appearing ! And the Lord shall deliver 
me from every evil work, and will pre- 
serve me ufUo His heavenly kingdom — 
To whom be glory for ever and ever^~- 
Amen. (Last verse.)'— 7'Ae Lord Jesus 
Christ be with thy Spirit — Amen !* 

Again, by St. John — 1st Johniv. 14, 15. 
— And we have seen, anAdotest^, that 
the Father seat the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world! Whosoever shall confess 

•-SeeNoMAUtheend. 
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that Jetus is the San of God, God 
dweikth in ^m, and JJein God! 



7%e Divimty of Jesus Christ asserted by 
Himself. 

St. Matt. XX. 28. — Even as the • Son of 

. .Man came not to be ministeFed unto, 
bat to minister, and to give ISs life a 
ransom for mam/ .' 

All things are delivered unto me of my 
Father; and no man knoweth the Son, 
but the Father ; neither knoweth any 
man tlie Father, save i^Q Son, and He 
to whomsoever the Son shall reveal 
mm! 
The same assettion recorded by St. Luke, 

10th chapter, 22iid verse. 

St. Matt. xxii. 41— 46.~-'W"hiIe the Pha- 
risees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them, saying, "What think ye 
of Christ ?^whose Son is Her' — They 
say unto Him, "The Soft of David." 

* See tbe Book of the pToph« Daniel, ISthaDdHtbvenes 
—lUhcbapter of St. Matthew, 27th vetM. 
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He saidi nato them, " How then doth 
David, in spirit, call him Lord? saying, 
'The Lord said unto my Lord, sit 
Thm on My right haiul until I 
make Thine enemies Thy fbot-stool!' 
If David, then, call Him ' Lord,' how 
is He his Son?" And no man was 
able to answer Him a word, neither 
durst smy man, from that day forth, 
ask Him any more questions ! 

If JesDB did not intend to point out to His 
hearers their erroneous ioterpretatioD of the 
Scriptures, in declaring the Christ to be merely 
a descendant of David, what other meaning 
can possibly be assigned to the question He 
proposed? 

St. Matt. xxvi. 63— 66.— But Jesus 
held His peace — And the High Priest 
answered and said unto Him, " I ad- 
jure Thee by the living God, that 
Thou tell us whether Thou be the 
Christ, the Son of God !" — Jesus saith 
unto Him, " ITiou hast said!" never- 
theless I say unto you, hereafter ye 
shall see the Son of Man sitting on the 
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rig/U band f^fowr, and comirig- in the 
elouds of heaven !' 

That the reader may hare no ddnbt as to the 
meaning of tiie worda, " TAou haat Kud" I re- 
fer him to the 26th verse of this diapterc — 
Then Judas vhich betrayed Him, . answered 
and said, — " Master, is it I?" He (Jesus) said 
unto him, " Thou hast said." — Observe, too, 
the semein tokick the high Priest received them,* 

Hien the High Priest rent his clothes, 
saying, " He hath spoken blasphemy, 
what further need have wc of witnesses f 
Behold, now ye have heard this blas- 



St. Mark ix. 31.— For He taught His 
disciples, and said unto them, "The 
Son of Man is delivered into ^e hands 
of men, and they sh^t kHi Him : and 
after that He is killed. He shall rise 
the third day l" 

What a stupendous test of of the truth of His 
mission dotb Jesus offer in this declaration! 
And that it stood tliis trial, we baiTB the com- 
bined testimony of evang<^iBits and tpostlea. 

• SeeN«teH. stUuend. 
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St. Matt. xxiv. 30, 31.^And then shall 
appear the eign of the< Sen of Aitm in 
heaven.! And theni shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn — And they shaU 
see the Sm of Man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory I and He shall send His 
angels, with a great sound of a trum- 
pet, &c. 

Chriat herein asserts an authority utterly 
irreconcUal^ with the claimB of a merely human 
being. How can we questim His, divimty who 
dedares the very ange/t to be Hie servants, and 
the mioisters of His will and pleasure? 

St. Markxiv., 61, 62.— Again the high 
priest asked Him, and said unto Him, 
. " Art Thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?" And Jesus said, "lam — 
and ye shall see the Son of Man sitting 
on the right hand of power, and com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven !" 

St. Luke xii. 8, 9. — Also I say unto you, 
" Whosoever shall confess Me before 
men, him shall the Son of Man con- 
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ft»s before the at^eU of God; but he 
tiiat (/efitef A Me before men, shall be 
denied before the angels of God !" 

Ibid. xxii. 48. — But Jesus said unto 
Him, "Judas, betrayest thou the Son 
of Man with a kiss ?" 

Ibid. xxii. 69— 71.— Hereaiiter shall the 
Son of Man sit on the right hand of 
the power of God ! 

Then said they all, " Art Thou then the 
Son of God?" And He said unto 
them, " Ye say that I am" And 
they said, "What need have we of 
further witness ? For we ourselves have 
heard of His own mouth .'" 

St. John X. 17, 18.— Therefore doth My 
Father love Me, because I lay down 
My life that I might take it again — 
No man taketh it from Me ; but / l^Of 
it down of Myself. I have power to 

. lay it down, and I have power to take 
it again. — This commandment have I 

- received of My Father. 
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Ibid. ix. 34 — 38. — Jesus heard .they had 
cast him out; — 

Alluding to the blind man who had been ex- 
coQunuoicated. 

and when He had found him. He 
said unto him, " Dost thou believe on 
the Son of Godt" — He Einswered and 
said, *' Who is He, Lord, that I might 
believe on Him? And Jesus said 
unto him, " Thou hast both seen Him, 
and it is He that talketh with thee ! and 
he said, " Lord, I believe!" And he 
worshipped ITim ! 
St. John iv. 23—26. — But the hour 
coroeth, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth ; for the Father 
seeketh such to worship Him. Glod 
is a Spirit, and they that worship Him 
must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth .'" The woman saith unto Him, 
" I know that Messias cometh which is 
called Christ, when He is come He 
will tell us all things." — Jesus saith 
untoher, " I that speak unto thee am He!" 
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St. John V. 25 — 81.— Verily, VCTiIy, I 

say unto you, the houJ- is coming," 

azul iK>w is, when the dead shall hear 

the voice of the Son of God — And th^ 

that hear shall live. 

Se^ the mir&cle at the 11th chapter. 

For at the Hither hath life in Himself, 

so hath he given to the Son to have life in 

Himself; »id-hath g^ren IBm authority 

to eavcute judgment, atso, because He 

is the Son of Man / 

Alludiag to the kingdom of the " Son pf 

Man," spoken of by Daniel. 

Marvel not at this; for the hour is 
coming in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice andshaU come 
forth — they that have done good unto 
the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil imto the resurrection 
of damnation ! (39.) Search the 
Scriptures ; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life; and they are they 
which testify of Me .' 

Ibid. viii. 28;* — Then said Jesus unto 

'.Se^Nota B, atd cb^Ket, 4Ui tstm. 
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them, " When ye have lifted 17 tke Son 
0/ Man, then shall ye know that lam 
■He, and that 1 do nothing of myself; 
but as Mjf Father hath taught Me, I 
speak these things !" 
Ibid. X. 30. — I and my Fadier are 

One!!! 

Ibid. xi. 25 — 27. — Jesus saith unto her, 

" lam the returrectUm and the life — He 

that beUeveth in Me, though he were datd 

yet shall he live; sxiA whomever liveth 

and believeth in Me shall never die! 

Believest thou this ?" And she saith, 

" Yea, Lord, I beUeve that Thou art 

the Christ, the Son of God, which 

should come into the world !*' 

Ibid. viii. 58. — Jesus said unto them, 

" Verihf, verily, I s^untoyou, before 

Abraham was I ah ! 1 ! 

In the passages already qooted, we hare seen 

oar Saviour desigoate Himself by all the various 

titles by which He is announced in the Old 

Testament — He has unequivocally declared 

Himself as the " Messiah" the " jSob of Man," 

and the " Son of God." He has maintained 

His unity with God, and assumed an authority 
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aret the living and the dead, the spirits of meo, 
and the angek in heaven — and lastly, he aaeerts 
His divine nature by the same remarkable ex- 
pression which had been similarly employed by 
the SufH^me Being. — "And God said nnto 
Moses, ' I Am that I Am,' — ^And he said thiu 
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, ' / 
Am hath sent me unto you !'" The introductjon 
of the name of Abraham, by out Saviour, in 
this revelation of His own previous and inde- 
pendent existence, renders the parallel between 
the Old and ^ew Testaments on this subject 
slil] more complete. — "And God said, moreover, 
unto Moses, ' Thus shalt - thou say unto the 
children of Israel. The Lord God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you. 
This is my name for ever, and this is my me- 
morial for all generations!'" (Exodus, 3nt 
chapter, 14th and 15tfa verses. 

Ibid. xiv. 8, 9. — Philip saith, ** Lord, 

shew us the Father and it sufficeth 
us." Jesus saith unto him, " Have I 
been so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known Me Philip ? He 
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; 
and how sayest thou, then, ' shew 
- usthp Father?'" 
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Ibid. XV. 23— 27.— He that hateth Me 
hateth My Father also, &c. &c. But 
when the Comforter is come whom I 
will send unto you from the Father, 
even the ^irit of truth, whj.ch pro- 
ceedeth from the Father, He shall 
testify of Me! And ye, also, bear 
witness, because ye have been with 
me from the beginning. 

St. Matt, xxviii. 18—20. — And Jesus 
came and spake unto them, saying, 
" All power is given unto Me in heaven 
and in earth I Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, ' baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost ;* teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you ; and, lo, / am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.'.'/ Amen! 
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CONCLUSION. 



No unprejudiced mind can dwell on 
the scheme of human redemption, as 
displayed in the Holy Scriptures, with- 
out perceiving that it embraces a period 
much too wide for merely mortal agency. 
It needs a duration as to time, and an 
operation as to power, utterly incompa- 
tible witli the limited nature of man's 
existence and capacity. It demands a 
continued succession for centuries, of a 
variety of instruments, all of them under 
the guiding influence of an Almighty 
mind. 

In this particular, revelation contains 
within itself an evidence of its truth 
quite independent of otiier testimony— 
but combine with this evidence its* 
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suitableness to the Divine character, 
and to the wants and wishes of men, 
who desire to know their Creator, and 
to serve Him when known, who feel the 
utter insufficiency of the thing:s of this 
transitory state, and look forward to a 
being beyond the grave; and the ac- 
knowledgment necessarily results, that 
in the Scriptures are revealed the ways 
of everlasting happiness. Let us con- 
sider, however, the force of their extrin- 
sic evidence. 

The advocates of natural religion can- 
not deny that the most ancient and 
universal practice of approaching the 
Supreme Being by an atoning sacrifice, 
is in perfect unison with revelation / 
Again, the notion that the Almighty 
either had, or would eventually, manifest 
Himself to the human race, appears to 
have prevailed in every quarter of the 
globe ! — Can the peruser of the foregoing 
extracts deny that this persuasion is in 
perfect harmony with the declarations 
of the prophets ? If, therefore, there be 
I 2 
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no real " image" of God, whence came 
such an innumerable host of counterfeits ? 
Whence, we may boldly Jisk, originated 
that far-spread and deeply-rooted long- 
ing of the soul to see the Creator ? Has 
this desire, any more than the doctrine 
of atonement by blood, been limited to 
any age or portion of the earth ? — Nay 
did not the propagator of the religion 
which of all others is the most opposed 
to symbolical worship — did not Moses 
himself, at the instigation of the Holy 
Spirit, leave it upon record, not only 
that he solicited to • behold the glory of 
God, but that he had actually s^n " the 
•f similitude of the Lord ?" 

The cry, then, for the incarnate God's 
appearance, and for an atonement for 
sin, hath simultaneously ascended from 
the earth ; and the Scriptures assert 
that it hath been both heard and anti- 
cipated in the councils of heaven ! What 
saith the Holy Spirit? — 

■ Eiodus xxxlil. Id. 

t Numbers xii. 7, 8. See also Genesis xixii. 30, and 
Judjfes vi. and xiit. 



D,mi,.=db,Gooylc 



THE MESSIAH. 173 

" The desire of all nations shall come ! 
For they shall see ej/e to eye, when God 
shall bring again Zion ! and it shall be 
said in that day, ' Lo, this is our God; 
we have waited for Him, and he will 
save us ! This is the Lord ; we have 
waited for Him, and will be glad in His 
salvation !' " 

But, to return to the more immediate 
subject under consideration. Let us 
meditate deeply upon the scrupulously 
accurate fulfilment of the prophecies 
which relate to Jesus Christ. Let 
us note the excellence of His precepts, 
far surpassing those of the most re- 
nowned philosophers, and the holiness 
of His practice. Observe the strength 
of the evidence respecting His mira- 
cles, according as before mentioned, 
with His nature, and the predictions 
concerning Him — His meek, yet resolute 
assertion of the stupendous exaltation 
of that nature which He so consistently 
supported from His birth to His death 
— that death, too, corresponding in the 
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minutest details with the prophetic re- 
cord at that time, under the jealous 
custody of the very persons by whom 
He was condemned ! — Consider the ad- 
vent, according to prophecy, of the pro- 
mised precursor of the Redeemer — his 
acknowledgment of Christ's divinity — 
his pious life — his zealous preaching, 
and efforts to reform the Jews — his bold 
reproof of the cruel king, Herod, and 
his consequent martyrdom. Nor is this 
all — Observe the communication of the 
supernatural powers displayed by Jesus 
Christ to His apostles, twelve illiterate 
fishermen — nor will it be deemed *' beg- 
ging the question," when we reflect 
that it was in a great measure, if not 
solely, the exhibition of these powers 
which had previously convinced them 
and many others of the truth of -Hm 
aiUhmity, and to the possession of which 
they constantly appealed in attestation 
of their own — Consider that these poor* 
and ignorant men should suddenly be- 
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come, as it were, new beings, expanded 
in intellect and virtue — that they should 
emerge from the earthly covering with 
which their humble station had enve- 
loped them, and should appear before 
an astonished world the eloquent pro- 
pagators of a doctrine that has com- 
manded, for nearly two thousand years, 
the admiration and the reverence of the 
wisest among men ! 

Reflect likewise on the dazzling purity 
of the God they revealed! a God ad- 
mitting of no compromise with evil, 
even that good might ensue — of tr^th 
immutaiile and holiness immaculate — a 
God abhorring every species of deceit 
— who, according to the History of the 
Acts of the Apostles, visited, by their 
haods, a falsehood with an instanta- 
neous death! (5th chapter.) With so 
clear a knowledge of His awful attri- 
butes, what mortal could venture to 
trifle with such a God ? Yet if Jesus 
Christ were not what the Scriptures and 
Himself declared, and He, the apostles. 
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and saints died asserting Him to be. He 
and they must have dared to He to this 
very God! — The human mind can with 
difficulty present to itself an idea of 
more accumulated horror — obnoxious to 
the Almighty, persecuted and tortured 
by their fellow-creatures, the propa- 
gators of Christianity must have been 
" of all men the most miserable" ex- 
posed to pains of body and anguish of 
soul in this life, and consistently with 
the * tenets they so conscientiously 
maintained, in the certain prospect of 
everlasting suffering in the life to come ! ! 

To imagine intelligent beings capable 
of inflicting, and for no purpose enduring, 
such exquisite sdf-torture, is to suppose 
them to be either ideotic or insane ; but 
this supposition stands refiited by every 
word the apostles uttered, by every act 
they performed, and, Jis it has already 
been observed, by the very nature of the 
God they so sincerely adored! See 
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them renouncing all motives, save piety 
and benevolence — cheerfully enduring 
every outrage, and encountering every 
difficulty, supported by one uniform 
principle, love to God and man— claim- 
ing MO merit, asking no reward — freely 
and hutnbly confessing and lamenting 
their errors and infirmities-^appealing 
constantly for the truth of their miracles, 
and of their doctrines, to that God and 
Saviour, whose approbation was the soul 
of all their wonderful efforts ! Behold 
them, at length, tried and refined in the 
furnace of affliction, rich in holy thoughts 
and in charitable deeds, with angetic 
meekness and submission to His hea- 
venly will, and in imitation of His divine 
example, willingly affording the utmost 
test of their sincerity by di/ing for the 
faith of Christ ! — Surely, reader, . thou 
wilt feel constrained to confess that 
these things far transcend tbe evidence 
of which any earthly subject is suscep- 
tible, that they give an adamantine sta- 
bility to our belief, against which tbe 
i5 
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combiaed powers of infidelity ought 
never to prevail. For at every stage, 
in the progress from conception to exe- 
cution, and from the blessed promise to 
the performance, the scheme of man's 
redemption displays the msdom, the 
goodness, and the power of an Almighty 
and Eternal God, and merits at our 
hands the ready offerings of adoration, 
love, and endless praise! But, alas, 
this most reasonable service, this willing 
tribute of the heart to its Maker, how 
few are inclined to pay ! The rejection 
of a spiritual king is derivable from the 
same causes now, that led to His cruci- 
fixion by the ancient Jews. Pride of 
intellect, prejudice, and passion, these 
are the fruitful sources of infidelity. A 
grievous corruption of the mind and 
heart, against which we are called upon 
to wage an unceasing warfare, the ne- 
cessity of preferring the will of God to 
our own wishes, of setting the affections 
upon things eternal, instead of on things 
temporal, which to the unregenerated na- 
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ture is an absolute impoasibiiihf, induce 
men wilfully to avoid the light of reve- 
lation, and to walk in themore accommo- 
dating light of a perverted reason. Such 
are the words of the Son of God, him- 
self, as given by the Evangelist St. 
John : " And this is the condeninatwn, 
that light is come into the world, and 
men have loved darkness, rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil f Re- 
straint of all kinds is irksome; but 
liberty, in a social state without restraint, 
has no rational existence ; if, therefore, 
the very existence of liberty depend on 
wise and just restraints, how pure, how 
perfect must that freedom be, the regu- 
lation of which is derived from the 
Spirit of infinite goodness and wisdom! 
Wilfulness, miscalled independence, is the 
evil which robs the Gospel of so many 
converts. This is the " golden image" 
before which all mankind are prone 
" to fall down and worship." It is from 
this bondage of a wayward nature, this 
deep rooted idolatry of soul and body, 
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that the offer of sanctification, througjh 
the mediation of the Son of God, would 
set us Jree.' 

If revelation demanded the sacrifices 
of health and ease, which are daily 
offered at the shrines of wealth B.nd fame, 
— if, in order to attain the blessed en- 
joyments of heaven, we were required, 
like the early disciples of Christ, to 
abandon all the comforts of our earthly 
condition, and to be hourly prepared 
for the block, the terrible arena, and 
the stake, wisdom exacts obedience to 
the awful summons. . But in these days 
of tranquillity, adoration of our Creator, 
and good will to our fellow-creatures, is 
all that religion asks ! What does she 
solicit as the trial of our faith ? Nothing 
more than to bestow upon ourselves the 
fruits of holiness, temperance, and cha- 
rity, the most exalted peace and serenity 
of mind in this life, and happiness, sur- 
passing the limits of our understanding; 
in the life to come.' Such are the costly 
offers presented to the world by revela- 
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tion. The holy prophets and apostles 
again and again remind us of the price 
at which they were purchased, " the 
sacrifice of the blessed Son of God." 

To be careless of mercies, so dearly 
obtained, gives a tenfold energy to the 
unsatisfied demands of justice for a 
broken, and a trampled decalogue. For 
to neglect the salvation thus ofiered to a 
condemned soul, is to insult the Re- 
deemer, in the face of earth and heaven, 
is to " put him to mi open shame,'' and, 
virtually, " to be guilty of His Mood!" 
(Hebrews x. 29.) In the opinion of an 
able writer, this is " the sin against the 
Holy Ghost," which can neither obtain 
pardon " in this world nor in the world 
to come." For it is a wilful refusal of 
that accumulated light which the Holy 
Spirit has mercifully condescended to be- 
stow upon a darkened and a guilty world ! 

If the loathsome transgressions of 
Sodom and Gomorrah were said to be 
pardonable when compared to the obsti- 



D,mi,.=db,Gooylc 



182 THE DIVINITT OP 

note incredulity of the Jews who refused 
to believe our Saviour's KwrAx and uwr&; 
how can they look for mercy who refuse 
the testimony of His crucifixion ? The 
Gospel declares, " he that believeth not, 
maketk God a liar; and the wrath of 
God abideth on him ! ! 

Thus, then, are we driven to that 
most awfiil conclusion from which may 
the manifested mercies of the Lord deliver 
us ! " If the Gospel be hid, it is hid 
from them that are hat, in whom the god 
of this world hatk blinded the eyes of them 
that believe not, lest the light of the glo- 
rious gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them '." The 
hardened infidel, trusting in the guidance 
of, at best, a feeble intellect, boldly 
pursues the way that terminates in end- 
less suffering and self-reproach. In a 
condition equally perilous, the careiett 
unbeliever puts off the precious hour of 
inquiry, and foi^etful of the frail tenure 
of mortality, madly resigns himself to 
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slumber on the very edge of the inter- 
minable gulph t 

Both may pretend that they are 
worshippers of a true God. But has 
this truth been submitted to the test of 
revelation ? If not, what assurance can 
exist of the correctness of theiT standard? 
By what means have they ascertained 
that tkeir God be not an idol? That 
the light to which he has been brought 
for examination, be not a mere ignis- 
iatuus, exhaled from a corrupt imagi- 
nation? If any such persons chance 
to peruse these pages, let them hear 
the voice of that Blessed Being, " who 
wilt have all men to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth," 
(Tim. ii. 4.) a voice which soundeth 
in the ear of him who earnestly desires 
to be enlightened from above : — '* Who 
is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, 
that walketh in darkness and hath no 
hght? Let him trust in the name of 
the Lord and stay upon his God !" 
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(Isaiah 1. 10.) But to him that trusts 
in the glimmerings of an in&tuated 
mind, who ignorantly and impiously 
imagines himself indepeudent of God's 
revealed will, and sufficiently en- 
lightened to perform his course on earth 
without the Creator's help ; let such a 
person " Beware, lest that come upon 
him, which is spoken of in the pro- 
phets. Behold, ye despisers, and wonder 
and perish ! For, I work a work in your 
days, a work which ye shall in no wise 
believe, though a man declare it unto 
you I" (Acts xiii. 40, 41.) Despise not, 
then, the cry of mercy; but "Awake, 
thou that steepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light!" 
— For, " it is a. fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the Uving God!" (Epb. v. 14. 
Heb. X. 31.) 

Let not any one imagine, that. these 
awful passages have been quoted, in 
order to produce by terror what cannot 
be effected by persuasion. They are 
transcribed for the sole purpose ef ex- 
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citing a drowsy spirit to a sense of its 
horrible situation. To warn the scep- 
tical that the revelation which they are 
so fatally disposed to leave unexamined, 
contains threatnings of a nature for 
which they may not be at all prepared, 
and which if executed in this life, are 
the sure harbingers of the woes to 
come, i. e. a blindness of the soul to the 
true end of its being, and to the decla- 
rations of the Word of God ! Can this 
fearful penalty be escaped by avoiding 
to contemplate the danger, or by trust- 
ing to unsubBtantiated conceptions of 
the divine attributes ? As well might 
we hope, by veiling the sight, to ex- 
tinguish a blazing sun ! If the scrip- 
tures be the revealed will of the Al- 
mighty, time hastens on their ac- 
complishment, and that with a rapidity 
calculated to alarm the most indifferent. 
On, with irresistible impetus, we niove 
to witness in our own persons the ful- 
filment of the tremendous declaration, 
" He that believeth shall be saved! He 
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that beSevetk not shaU be 
Whether, or not, these words a£Fect 
those who never can have heard them, 
is not a question with which we have 
mnch, or perhaps, any concern. We 
may rest assured that thof are addressed 
to us a With such momentous jtwm- 
biiities impending, what inteUigent mind 
can be at rest ? Who, but a roadman, 
can suffer himself to be so trifled with, 
and engaged by the toils and pleasures 
of a transitory state as to neglect the 
investigation of those things which are, 
campteratively, alone deserving his consi- 
deration! Were life to close this in- 
stant, and the troth of revelation to 
stand before onr startled view, in all 
its terrible reality, with what intense 
gratitude should we accept the offer of 
one of those hours, for the exercise of a 
probational inquiry, whicb so many of 
us have impiously squandered I The 
evidence would, then indeed, be stronger 
than it is now ; but can a rational being 
need such awful incitements ; can he 
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venture to hope for them ? If we de- 
sire conviction, we must devoutly 
" read, mark, learn, and prayf for this 
is the only medium through which it 
can possibly be obtained ! The offer of 
eternal happiness must be embraced 
with gratitude, and the means of escape 
from endless misery be seized as a 
band extended to a drowning man ! 
The mysteries of Scripture will then, 
indeed, offer no obstruction to our 
faith. We shall receive them thank- 
fully and willingly upon trust. We 
shall then, assuredly, be ready to ex- 
claim, in the language of the inspired 
Psalmist, that " The Lord is nigh unto 
all them that call upon Him ; yea, unto 
all such as call upon Him faithfully. 
He will fulfil the desire of them that 
fear Him ; He, also, will hear their cry 
and help them ! The righteous will 
consider this and rejoice ; and the 
mouth of all wickedness shall be 
stopped ! Whoso is wise will ponder 
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these things; and they shall under- 
stand the hving-kindness of the Lord!" 
Amen. 
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A. (Page 159.) 
Extract from "a letter to Gilbert West, 
Esq." (by Lord Littleton.) 

"Sir, — In a late conversatioa we had toge- 
ther on the Bubject of the christian religion, I 
told you, that besides the proofs of it which 
may be drawn firom the Prophecies of the Old 
Testament, from the necessary connection it 
has with the whole system of the Jewish reli- 
gion, from the miracles of Christ, and from 
the evidence given of his resurrection by all 
the other Apostles, I thought the c(mver3ion of 
St. Paul alone, duly considered, was of itself, 
a demonstration sufficient to prove chrislianil^ a 
divine renelation !" 8cc. (See page 3 of this 
work.) 
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B. (Page 166.) 

"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up ; that wliosoerer believ«th in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal life !" 
See 2lst chapter of Numbers, 9th verse. 
Also 3rd chapter of St. John's Grospel, 14th 
and 15th verses. 

" There is a wonderful peculiarity in this 
emblem, which seems worthy of notice, since 
it tends directly to prove the divinity of Christ. 
It has been well remarked by Bishop War- 
burton, ' That the Jewish people were extremely 
fwid of Egyptian taunten, and did freqaeDtly 
fall into Egyptian superstitioos^ and that 
many of the laws given to them by ihe mi- 
cistiy of MoMB, were iastitnted, partly in 
oonapliaJice to their prejudices, and partly in 
oppoahioD to their supostidDas.' The same 
Kutim shews, ' that the figurative language of 
the Prophets, was in iact, an application of 
the Egyptian hietogiiphics ; God not dis- 
daining to convey knowledge to mantiiwl by 
Uiat mode of speech to whidi they had been 
accnitomed, and which was, 'dierefcre, most 
intelligiUe to them. This being premised, it 
only remains to be inquired. What the 
Egyptians, and it may be added, the whote 
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East along with them, understood by a ser- 
pent. If we examine the Bembine Tables, 
nothing occurs there bo frequently, or with to 
great apparent veneration paid to it by the 
surrounding figures as a compound hieroglyphic 
consisting of a globe with a serpent and wings 
issuing from it.' According to Sr. Stukeley, 
' this hien^lyphic was the emblem of the Su- 
preme Being. .The circle represented the Great 
Author of all things ; the serpent the Son, who 
by St. John is styled the ' word' and some> 
times the * wisdom of Cod.' (It is remark- 
able that the Egyptians termed this part of the 
hieroglyphic, Ptha, which signifies the word!) 
And, lastly, the wings symbolized the Spirit, 
which according to the Egyptians, pervades 
and animates all things.' Mr. Selden says, 
' this figurt (of the circie, &c) in abbreviated 
writing, among the Greeks, sigrtifies the Deiiy.' 
From what has been said, we can be at no 
loss, how to interpret the meaning of the 
Egyptian emblem, Ptha, which Moses elevated 
upon a pole, and which Christ, the true word 
of Ood, declared to be typical of Himself!" — 
See Faber's Horse Mosaics, lith vol. pages 
168, U9, and 160. 
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C. (Page 169.) 
For a truly scriptural exposition of the truth 
of the doctrine of the Trinity, the reader is 
recommended to peruse the celebrated work, by 
" William Jones, M.A. F.R.S." Stc. " Wherein 
it is proved by above a hundred short and clear 
ai^iiments." 

D. (Page 170.) 

See the clever work on the internal evidence 
of revealed religion, by " Thomas JSrskine, 
Advocate." 



E. (Page 174.) 

This subject is admirably discussed by Arch- 
deacon Paiey in his ' Evidences.' 



F. (pE^e 58.) 
The Talmud contains the comments upon, 
and interpretations of the Holy Scriptures 
made by the Scribes. There are two Talmuds, 
the 'Babylonian' and 'Jerusalem.' The for- 
mer dates from the year 300, A.D. and the 
latter from the be^nning of the sixth century. 
See B. Tomline's Elements of Christian Theo- 
logy, vol. I. pages 245 and 246. 
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G. (Page 137.) 

Th« English reader will find the foltowing 
authori^ for my assertion in Whiston's Irana- 
latioD of Josephut, in the first Book against 
Apion, Yti. 6. pages 204 and 305. — 

" Bat what is the strongest ai^ument of our 
" exact managemmt in this matter, is what 
" I am DOW going to say, — ^That we have the 
'* names of our high-priests from father to son, 
" set down in our recwds for the interval of 
" two thousand years, and if any of these 
" have been tranagreBsors of these roles, they 
" are priAibited to fH^ent themselves at the 
" altar, or to be partakers of any other of our 
" purification ; and this is justly, or rather 
*' necessarily done, because every one is not 
" permitted of his own accord to be a writer, 
" nor is there any disagreement in what is 
" written ; they being OTily prophets that have 
" written the original and earliest account of 
" things as they have learned them of God 
" himself by inspiration ; and others have 
*' written what hath happened in their own 
** times, and that in a very distinct manner 
" also. For we have not an innumerable mul- 
" titude of books among us, disagreeing from, 
" and contradicting one another, (as the 
" Qreeka have,) but <mly twenty-two hooks. 
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" which contaia the records of all the paat 
'* times, which are justly beUeved to be divine. 
" And of them, five belong to Moees, which 
" contain his laws, and the traditions of the 
" origin of mankind till his death. This inter- 
" val of time, from the death of Moses till the 
" reign of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, who . 
" reigned after Xerxes, the Prophets, who 
" were after Moses, wrote down what was 
" done in their times ia thirteen books. The 
" remaining four books, contain hymns to God, 
" and precepts for the conduct of human life. . 
" It is true our history hath been written since 
" Artaxerxes very particularly, but hath not 
" been esteemed of the like authority with 
" the former by our forefathers, because there 
" hath not been an exact succession of prophets 
" since that time ; and how firmly we have 
" given credit to these books of our own 
" nation, is evident by what we do ; for during 
" BO many ages as have already passed, no one 
" hath been so bold as either to add any thing 
" to them, to take any thing from them, or to 
" make any change in them ; but it is become 
" natural to all Jews, immediately, and from 
" their very birth to esteem these books to con- 
" tain divine doctrines, and to persist in them, 
" and, if occasion be, willingly to die for 
" them." 
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H. (Page 162.) 
£v \tytit — " Tbou Bayest," and Xv eiirac — 
" Thou hast said," are Jewish affinnativea. 
(See note to 37th verse of the 18th chapter of 
St. John's Gospel, in the Greek edition by Dr. 
Harwood. Also Parhhurst's Lexicon, page 255. 

I. (Page 146.) 
JoaephuB ^ves the following testimony to 
John the Baptist, in his AntiguiHes, book xviii. 
c. 5. See Whiston's translation.) " Now some 
" o( the Jews thought thut the destruction of 
" Herod's army came from God, and that very 
"justlt/,as a punishmentof what he did against 
" John, that was called the Baptist, for Herod 
" slew him, who was a good man, and com- 
" nmnded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as 
" to righteousness towards one another, and 
" pie^ towards God, and so to come to bap- 
" tism ; for that the washing would be accept- 
" able to him, if they made use of it, not in 
" order to the putting away of some sins, but 
" for the purificatioa of the body ; supposing 
" still that the soul was thoroughly purified 
" beforehand by righteousness. Now when 
" others came in crowds about him, for they 
" were greatly moved by hearing his words, 
" Herod, fearing le&t the great influence John 
" had over the people might put it into his 
" power and inclination to raise rebellion (for 
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" they seemed ready to do any thing he should 
" advite) thought it best, by put^Dg him to 
" death, to ptsvent any mischief he might - 
" caoM, and not bring himself into diffiotUties, 
" by sparing a man who might make hira le- 
" pent of it when it might be too late. Ac- 
" cordingly he was sent a prisoner, out of 
" Herod's suspicious tenq>er, to Macfaerus, the 
" castle I before shewed, and was there pat to 
" death. Now the Jews had an opinion, that 
" the destraction of this army was sent as a 
" punishment to Herod, and a raaik of God's 
" displeasure to him." 

K. (Page 153.) 

Same author's testimony concerning the mar< 
tyrdom of St. James " the Less," nephew to 
the mother of our Jjord, and trequently called 
hit brother. (Book xx. chap. 9 of the Anti- 
quities.) 

" But this younger Animus, who, as we have 
" told you already, took the high (nriesthood, 
" was a bold man in his temper, and v«y inso- 
" lent; he was idso of the sect of the Saddu- 
" cees, who are Tery rigid in judging offenders 
" above all the rest of the Jews, as we have 
" already observed ; when, therefore, Ananus 
" was of this disposition, he thought he had 
" HOW a proper opportunity. Festns was now 
" dead, and Albinus was but upon the road ; 
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" so he aisembled the Sanhedrim of Judges, 
" and brought before them the brother of Jesus, 
" (wio teas called Christ,) whose name- was 
" James, and some others. And when be had 
' formed an accusation against them, he de- 
' livered them to be stoned. But aa for those 
• who seemed the tnost equitable of the cifizens, 
' and such as were most uneasy at the breach 
' of the laws, they disliked what was done; 
' they also sent to the King, (Agrippa,) desiring 
' him to B^id to Ananus, that he should act so 
' no more, for that which he had already d<Hie 
' was not to bejustified." 



L. (Pages 136, 147.) 

. Same author's testimony to Jesus Christ. 
(Book Kriii. chap. 3. Ariliquities.) 

■" Now there was about this time Jetus, a 
" wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; 
" for he was a doer of wonderfiii works, a 
" teacher of sach men as receive the truth with 
" pleasure. He drew orer to him both many of 
" the Jews, and ranny of the Gentiles. He 
" was Christ. And when Pilate, at the sug- 
" gestion of the principal men among ne, had 
" condemned him to the cross, dioee thitt lored 
" him at the iirst did not forsake him ; for he 
" appeared aiive again the third da^i as the 
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" dirine prophets had foretold these and ten 
" thousand other wonderful things concemihg 
" him. And the tribe of Christians, so named 
" irom him, are not extinct at this day." 



M. (Pages 138, 1.48.) 

The translator of Josephus's Antiquities, &<:. 
quoted above, gives the two following testinio- 
nies concerning Jesus, The first, from the 
Roman historian Tacitus, the other, from a 
letter by Pliny, to the Emperor Trajan, part of 
both of which are transcribed as follows. (See 
Dissertation iii. vol i. pp. 63, 64, 65.) 

" Nero, in order to stifle the rumour, ascribed 
" it to those people who were hated for their 
" wicked practices, and called, by the vulgar, 
" * Christiam.' These he punished exquisitely. 
" The Author of thb name was Christ, who, in 
" the reign of Tiberius loas brought to pumsk- 
" meat, by Pontius Pilate, the procurator." ' 

Extract from Pliny's letter to Trajan. " A 
" libel was sent me, though without an author, 
" conlaining many names (of persons accused.) 
" These denied that they were Chrietians now, 
" or ever had been. They called upon the 
" gods, and supplicated to your image, which I 
" caused to be biou^t to me Ibr that purpose, 
" with frankincense and wine. They also cursed 



,., Google 



'Christ, Sec. All these worshipped your image, 
' and the images of our gods, and then, also, 
' cureed Christ; none of which things, 
" as it is said, can any op those that 
' bebeallyChristiansbecohpelledto 
' DO, io I let them go. However, they assured 
* me that the main of their fault, or of their 
'' mistake, was tkit, that they were wont, on a 
" stated day, to meet together, befcn-e it was 
" light, and to smg a hymn to Christ, as to a 
" God, alternately ; and to oblige themselves by 
" a sacrament, not to do any thing that was ill; 
" but that they would commit no theft, or pilfer- 
" ing, or adultery ; that they would not break 
" their promises, or deny what was deposited 
" with them, when it was required back again. 
" After which it was their custom to depart, 
" and to meet again at a common but innocent 
" meal, which yet they had left off, upon that 
" edict which 1 published at your command, 
" and wherein I had forbidden any such con- 
" venticles. These examinations made me think 
" it necessary to enquire, by torments, which I 
" did, of two servant maids, which were called 
" deaconesses ; but still I discovered no more 
" than that they were addicted to a bad and to 
" an extra vt^ant superstition. Therefore I have 
" put off any further examination, and have 
" recourse to you, for the affair seems to be 
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" wdl worth consultation — especially on ac- 
" count of the number of those that are in 
" danger ; for there are rxany of evety age, of 
" every rank, and of both aexcB, which are now 
" and are hkely to be called to account, and to 
" be in danger; tor thiB saperstition ia spread 
" hke 8 cimtagion, not only in cities and towns, 
" but in country villages also," &«. (Written 
in the year A. D. 112.) 

Having o£feied in this epistle so palpable a 
reftttatk» of lus own dand^, and of the 
calnnmy of his countryman, Tacitus, we 
hare a double obligation to Pliny. But the 
record he has thus left, haa still higher daime 
to OUT consideration ; for we leam, ftran indis- 
putable authority, that the Divinity of Jesus 
Christ was the doctrine of the age immediately 
succeeding that of the Apostles. That the 
ChristJaiiB, as they are to ibis day, were in the 
habit of meeting together, at stated periods, for 
the porposes of socUil worship. Moreover, that 
Acy were exceedingly numerous, embracing 
" every rank, and every age," And, lastly, 
that they professed holiness, purity, and hatusiy, 
and suffered the most exquisite tortnres in sup- 
port of th^r principles and doctrines t We 
may judge by our own feebngs whether Chris- 
tianity could have affiirded so triumf^uit a 
display of righteousness and infiezible oon- 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



NOTES. 20 1 

fltancy, in iheea terrible days of persecution, 
unless conricdon of its truth ]iad amounted to 
an absolute certwnty. When Pliny wrote this 
letter to Trajan, the last of the apostles had 
not been deaid more than sixteen years ! ' St. 
Paul and St. Peter both perished at an earlier 
period, during the reign of the tyrant Nero. 
(See Bp. Tomline's Elements of Christian 
Theology, page 357.) 

The reader may perceive at once the source 
of their consolation, and the purity of their 
principles, in the short extracts offered to him 
from the writings of these eminent apostles. 
St. Peter saith, in his 1st epistle, 2nd chapter, 
" Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fieshly lusts, which 
war against the soul ; having your conversation 
honest among the Gentiles ; that whereas they 
speak against you as evil doers, they may, by 
your good works, which they shall behold, glo- 
rify God in the day of visitation, &c. for so is 
the will of God, that with well-doing ye may 
put to silence the ignorance ofJooHsh men!" 
Again, at the 3rd chapter : " And who is he 
that will harm you, if ye be followers of that 
which is good ? But and if ye suffer for right- 
eousness sake, happy are ye ! And he not afraid 
of their terror, neither be troubled, but sanctify, 
the Lord God in your hearts !" 
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St. Paul, ia his Epistle to Um Rq«eiaiu.,8tfa 
chapter, thus expreuMM lumMlf : 'f I Tiec{L(Hi fibi* 
■ufieiingA of this present tiou axe vn% wortby 
to be (wspared with the glpry that sliaU b4 
revealed in- u« i" And in tbfi 3^ oht^ter. hfl 
condodfi* w^ this exhortation : " XJikewtse. 
reckon ye yourtelvei to be dud ti^a-nm, but 
ftlive ttoto God thntugh Jesus Chnet our Lord!" 
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declare nbat he hath done for my sonl" Pbalm Ixri. 
IB. 

•Die EVIDENCE of CHBISTUNITy derjred 

lirom it! Natnie and RaoepttoB. By. J. B.StiiUiEaiH.A. 
I^beodaiy of Dnrham; Viou of MapLedurhsn, Oxon; 
and late Fellon of Eton College, ftvo. 10«. 64. boards. 

A SERIES of SERMONS on the CHRLSTIAN 
Faith and Character. By the same Author. Fourth Edir 
tion. Svo. l(lt.6«l. boards; and 19mo. 6*. ad. boards. 

APOSTOUCAL PREACHING CONSIDERED, 
in an Examination of SL Pant's Epistle*. By the same 
Aotlior. FsBith Edftion. Svo. 9«. boards. 

A TREATISE od the RECORDS of the CB£- 
ATIOM, and on the Moral Atlribntes of the Creator. 
Bytiie same Anthor. Third EditioiL Svols. 8to. iJ.lt. 

The HIMMTBRIAL CHARACTER of CHRIST 
practically CONSIDERED. By Chikles R. Sdnfieb, 
M. A., Domestic Chaplain to His Majesty, and Prebendary 
of Worcester. Svo. lOi. 6d. boards. 
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Bookt recently Published Ay /. Hatchard aad Son. 

8TRUTTS COMMON-PLACE BOOK to the 
HOLY SCRIPTURES. Second Edition. 8to. 10*. M. 

N. B. Thii secnnd Edition has been considarably en- 
largfid ; nelrly twenty thonsand referencsE bave been 
added; and the Volume, it is hoped, will be found a 
dealderatnm for the Clergy genendly, and a help for pri- 
Tate meditation to every Chrutian Reader. 

A COURSE of NINE SERMONS, intended to 
iUnstrate tome of the Leading Tnithg contained in tlie 
LitnrKybftheChnreh of England. By the Rer. F. Close. 
A.M. CuTite of the Holy Trinity Church, CheHenham, 
Second Edition. 12mo. Bi. tMwrds. 

HYMNS FOR PRIVATE DEVOTION, for tite 
Snndayi, and Sainta' Days thronghout the Yeai. By the 
Rev. Samdbl Ri[iKitEDs,M.A., Curate of tJlcombe, and 
late Fellovr of Oriel College, Oxfmd. ISmo. »i. 6<f. 
boards. 

A SUMMARY of the HISTORY of Uw ENGUSH 
CHURCH, and of the Secti wbioh have departed fiom 
Its Communion ; fiith Anawera to each Dissenting Body, 
relatiTe to ita pretended grounds of Separation. By the 
Rev.JoHNSONGH«)jT,MjL. 4 vols. Bre. 91. ISi. boards. 

The SOLACE of an INVALID. Second Edition. 
ISmoi Gs.dd. boards. 

" Oh may these scattered rays of hope impart 
Some gleam of comfort to thy drooping heart, 
Lighten its sorroffs, and console its fears. 
In thy sad passage through this vale of teara." 

LOVE TO GOD CONSIDERJED.—L In its 
component Dispositions, as the Perfection of Christian 
Morals. — II. As a grand Source of heavenly Joy. — III. 
As an internal Proof of the Divine Origin of the Bible. 
Including Remarks on the common Errors of Theological 
Controversy ; and its Tendency, when improperly con- 
ducted, to check the Operations of Christian Benevolence. 
By the Rev. James Joyce, A.M. Curate of Hitcham, near 
Maidenhead. A new Edition, much enlarged. 8vo. 9a. Mt. 
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